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. WEST BENGAL SPECIAL

Key Provisions of The West Bengal
Finance Bill, 2025

Context

e The West Bengal Finance Bill, 2025 was
recently passed in the West Bengal Assembly,
bringing about significant changes to various
sectors.

e The Bill, presented by Minister of State
Chandrima Bhattacharya, includes provisions
aimed at gender equality and economic
recovery.

Key Features

e Employment in Bars for Women: The Bill
amends the Bengal Excise Act, 1909,
removing the prohibition on women working
in 'On' category liquor establishments (where
customers can consume alcohol within the
premises). This change seeks to address the
discriminatory nature of the previous law,
promoting gender equality in the workplace.

e Curbing lllegal Liquor Production: The Bill
grants the state government authority to
monitor and regulate the distribution of
essential ingredients like jaggery to combat
illicit liquor production.

e Tax Concessions for Tea Estates: The Bill also
amends the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax
Act, 1944, providing tax benefits to smaller
tea estates. This move is aimed at supporting
the recovery of the tea industry, which has
faced challenges due to the pandemic.

e Additionally, the Bill highlights the revocation
of existing incentive schemes by the
government, which were difficult to sustain.
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee emphasized
the need for a more contemporary
programme to replace the outdated schemes
from 2001-02.

Cancer Cases in Bengal

Context

e A recent report by the Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare, Prataprao Jadhav,
highlighted the growing incidence of cancer
cases in India, particularly in five states: Uttar
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Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Bihar
and Tamil Nadu.

Key Details

¢ Cancer Incidence by State: According to data
from the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and the National Cancer Registry
Programme (NCRP), the five states reporting
higher cancer incidence are:
1. Uttar Pradesh: 2,10,958 cases
2. Maharashtra: 1,21,717 cases
3. West Bengal: 1,13,581 cases
4. Bihar: 1,09,274 cases
5. Tamil Nadu: 93,536 cases

« National Estimates: The estimated number of
cancer cases in India for 2025 is 15,69,793
and the number is expected to rise to
22,18,694 by 2040.

Deocha-Pachami Coal Mining

Project

Context

¢ In central Kolkata, activists and locals from
villages around the Deocha-Pachami-
Dewanganj-Harisingha (DPDH) coal mining
project in Birbhum district organized a protest
demanding a halt to the project.

What is the Deucha-Pachami Coal Block and its

Significance?

e The Deucha-Pachami Coal Block is located in
the Birbhum district of West Bengal, India.

e This coal block is a significant part of the
Birbhum coalfield area and is home to
approximately 2170 million tonnes of coal
reserves, making it the largest coal block in
India and the second largest in the world.

¢ The Deucha-Pachami coal block is the newest
addition to West Bengal's mining portfolio.

One-Horned Rhino Population in
West Bengal

Context

e The population of one-horned rhinos in West
Bengal has increased from 347 in 2022 to 392
in 2025. This rise is attributed to successful
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conservation efforts, including effective
poaching control and habitat management.

Details

¢ No poaching cases have been reported in the
state since 2021. This marks a significant
improvement, as six poaching incidents were
recorded in 2014-15.

e Rhino Census 2025: The March 2025 rhino
census revealed 331 rhinos in Jaldapara
National Park and 61 in Gorumara National
Park. These two parks are the primary habitats
for rhinos in West Bengal.

e Rhino Population in India: India's rhino
population is mainly concentrated in three
states: Assam, West Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh. Kaziranga National Park in Assam
has the largest population, followed by
Jaldapara National Park in West Bengal,
which holds 9% of India's rhinos.

e Legal Protection: The greater one-horned
rhino is classified as vulnerable by the [UCN
and is protected under Schedule | of the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

Polycarbonate

Context

e Haldia Petrochemicals (HPL) is exploring an
investment of over Rs 8,500 crore for the
production of polycarbonate in Bengal.

Details

e This would be an import substitute as
polycarbonate is not produced in India. It is
primarily used in the automotive industry,
which continues to grow in the country.

e Polycarbonates (PC) are a group of
thermoplastic polymers containing carbonate
groups in their chemical structures.
Polycarbonates used in engineering are strong,
tough materials and some grades are optically
transparent. They are easily worked, molded
and thermoformed.

Governor of West Bengal calls for
participation in Earth Hour 2025

Context

e The Governor of West Bengal, Dr. C. V.
Ananda Bose, has expressed full support for
Earth Hour 2025, a global initiative aimed at

raising awareness about climate change and
environmental conservation.

Global Initiative for Sustainability

o Earth Hour, initiated by World Wildlife Fund
in 2007, has been observed globally to
promote energy conservation and sustainable
practices.

Bengal government employees
discontented with 4% DA hike in
State Budget

Context

e West Bengal government employees
expressed dissatisfaction over the 4% hike in
Dearness Allowance (DA) announced in the
State Budget on February 12, 2025.

Comparison with Central Government DA

e While the Central government’s DA currently
stands at 53%, the new 18% DA for West
Bengal government employees (after the 4%
increase) remains significantly lower.

e This disparity has led to widespread
dissatisfaction among State employee
associations.

Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)

Context
e Three suspected GBS-related deaths have
been reported in West Bengal.

Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)

e Guillain-Barré  Syndrome (GBS) is a
neurological and immunological disorder
where the body’'s immune system attacks
nerve cells.

Causes of GBS

e GBS often follows an infection, such as a
common cold or diarrheal episode, which
occurs 2-4 weeks before major symptoms
appear.

¢ An invading organism triggers the body to
attack both defensive and nerve cells, leading
to weakness and numbness in the lower limbs
and in severe cases, affecting muscle
movement, swallowing and respiration.
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Symptoms and Risk Factors

e Early Symptoms: Tingling, numbness and
weakness in the lower limbs.

e Advanced Symptoms: Impaired trunk, neck
and oral muscle functions, affecting movement
and swallowing.

o Fatal Risk: Respiratory paralysis if respiratory
muscles are involved or difficulty swallowing,
potentially leading to choking.

Diagnosis and Treatment

e Diagnosis: Lumber puncture and clinical
guidelines are used to diagnose and determine
the appropriate level of care.

e Treatment: Intravenous immunoglobulin
therapy and plasmapheresis, alongside
supportive care, improve outcomes. Early
diagnosis and timely treatment are critical for
recovery.

Precautions and Prevention

e Basic hygiene and properly cooked food are
essential preventive measures.

e Though most patients recover completely,
some may experience long-term muscle
weakness. Rehabilitation programs, such as
physiotherapy, are vital for recovery.

Increased Railway Funding in West
Bengal

Context

e Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
highlighted that railway project funding in
West Bengal has tripled since Mamata
Banerjee was in charge of the Ministry of
Railways.

Details

e The allocation for West Bengal in Railway
Budget 2025 stands at 13,955 crore,
compared to an average of ¥4,380 crore from
2009 to 2014.

Current Investments

e The total investment in railway infrastructure
in the state is 68,000 crore.

¢ 101 stations are being modernised under the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme.

e 1,290 km of tracks have been added over the
past decade.

Key Railway Projects

e Vande Bharat Trains: Nine trains are
operational in the state.

¢ Kavach System: Safety enhancement with the
Kavach system being implemented across
3,337 km of tracks.

o East West Metro Project: Connecting Howrah
Maidan to Sector V in Salt Lake through an
under-river  tunnel, though delayed, is
operational on some routes.

Bengal leads India in Bird Count for

third consecutive year

Context

e The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a
global  bird  watching event  where
birdwatchers record species. In 2025, it was
held from February 14 to 17, with 1,068
species documented across India.

Bengal's Top Position

e For the third consecutive year, Bengal
recorded the highest number of species in
India with 543 species observed, showing its
rich bird diversity.

Key Findings

o Total Species in India: 1,068 species recorded.

o Bengal's Contribution: 543 species (highest in
India).

e Checklist Submissions: 1,909 from Bengal,
down from 2,223 in 2024.

e Top Region in Bengal: Darjeeling with 252
species, though lower than 308 in 2024.

e Notable Bird Sightings: Ibisbill in Jhalong,
Spotted Crake in Baruipur, Common Starling
in Malda.
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India adds Six Properties to
UNESCO Tentative List

Context

¢ India added six new sites to the UNESCO
Tentative List, a step toward World Heritage
status, as announced by Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in the Lok Sabha.

Newly Added Sites:

e Mudumal Megalithic Menhirs (Telangana) -
3,500-4,000 years old, featuring 80 menhirs
and 3,000 alignment stones for funerary rites
and astronomical observations.

« Palace-Fortresses of the Bundelas (MP & UP)
- Showecases Bundela dynasty’s architectural
legacy.

« Kanger Valley National Park (Chhattisgarh) -
A biodiversity hotspot.

e Ashokan Edict Sites (Multiple States) -
Mauryan inscriptions spreading Buddhism.

¢ Chausath Yogini Temples (Multiple States) -
Tantric temples with 64 Yogini idols.

e Gupta Temples (North India) - Reflects
Gupta-era architectural excellence.

India & UNESCO Heritage Status:

¢ India now has 62 sites on the Tentative List
and 43 inscribed sites (35 Cultural, 7 Natural,
1 Mixed). It ranks 6th globally.

Significance of UNESCO Recognition:
¢ Boosts tourism, conservation and
international cooperation.

India’s First UNESCO Sites (1983):
o« Ajanta Caves, Ellora Caves, Taj Mahal, Agra
Fort.

Recent Addition (2024):

e Moidams of Assam.

UNESCO selects sites based on cultural, natural and
conservation criteria before final inscription.

43 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India

1. Cultural World Heritage Sites in India

World Heritage Site State/UT Entry
Year
Agra Fort Uttar Pradesh 1983
Taj Mahal Uttar Pradesh 1983
Ellora Caves Maharashtra 1983
Ajanta Caves Maharashtra 1983
Sun Temple, Konark Odisha 1984
Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram Tamil Nadu 1984
Group of Monuments at Hampi Karnataka 1986
Khajuraho Group of Monuments Madhya Pradesh 1986
Fatehpur Sikri Uttar Pradesh 1986
Churches and Convents of Goa Goa 1986
Great Living Chola Temples Tamil Nadu 1987
Group of Monuments at Pattadakal Karnataka 1987
Elephanta Caves Maharashtra 1987
Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi Madhya Pradesh 1989
Humayun’s Tomb Delhi 1993
Qutb Minar and its Monuments Delhi 1993
Mountain Railways of India: 1. The Darjeeling Himalayan | 1. West Bengal 1999,
Railway 2. The Nilgiri Mountain Railway 3. The Kalka- | 2. Tamil Nadu 2005,
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Shimla Railway 3. Himachal Pradesh 2008
Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya Bihar 2002
Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka Madhya Pradesh 2003
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus Maharashtra 2004
Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park Gujarat 2004
Red Fort Complex Delhi 2007
The Jantar Mantar, Jaipur Rajasthan 2010
Hill Forts of Rajasthan Rajasthan 2013
Rani-ki-Vav Gujarat 2014
Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara at Nalanda Bihar 2016
The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier Chandigarh 2016
Historic City of Ahmadabad Gujarat 2017
The Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensembles of Mumbai Maharashtra 2018
Jaipur City Rajasthan 2019
Dholavira: a Harappan City Gujarat 2021
Kakatiya Rudreshwara (Ramappa) Temple Telangana 2021
Santiniketan West Bengal 2023
Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysalas Karnataka 2023
Moidams - the Mound-Burial System of the Ahom Dynasty | Assam 2024

2. Natural World Heritage Sites

World Heritage Site State/UT Entry Year
Keoladeo National Park Rajasthan 1985
Kaziranga National Park Assam 1985
Manas Wildlife Sanctuary Assam 1985
Sundarbans National Park West Bengal 1987
Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks | Uttarakhand 1988, 2005
Western Ghats Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, | 2012
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu
Great Himalayan National Park Himachal Pradesh 2014

3. Mixed World Heritage Sites

World Heritage Site State/UT Entry Year
Khangchendzonga National Park Sikkim 2016

Sansad Bhashini Initiative o Speech-to-Text: Converts spoken debates

Context into accurate text with noise reduction.

e The Sansad Bhashini initiative, launched by . Automa.tic Sur.nmariz.at.ion: Al-generated
the Lok Sabha Secretariat and MeitY, summaries for quick decision-making.
leverages Al to modernize parliamentary o Al Chatbot: Assists MPs in retrieving rules,

documentation, ensuring multilingual documents and procedural details.

accessibility and efficient record-keeping. .. .
Swavalambini: Empowering

Key Features: Women Entrepreneurs Across India
e Al-Powered Translation: Real-time translation In News

of debates, committee meetings and agenda  Swavalambini is a government initiative by the
files into regional languages. Ministry of Skill Development and
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Entrepreneurship (MSDE) in collaboration
with  NITI Aayog, implemented by the
National Institute for Entrepreneurship and
Small Business Development (NIESBUD) to
promote women entrepreneurship across
India.

Key Features
e Structured Training Framework:

o Entrepreneurship Awareness Programme
(EAP): A two-day session for 600 female
students to introduce them to business
concepts and market opportunities.

o Women Entrepreneurship Development
Programme (EDP): A 40-hour intensive
training for 300 selected participants,
covering business development, financial
planning, market linkages, compliance and
legal support.

o Mentorship: Six months of follow-up
support to help participants turn their
ideas into sustainable businesses.

o Faculty Development Programme (FDP):
A five-day training module for educators
in Higher Education Institutions (HEls) to
enhance their ability to mentor aspiring
women entrepreneurs.

¢ Recognition & Rewards: Award to Rewards

Initiative to celebrate and motivate successful

women entrepreneurs, inspiring future

leaders.

Jhumoir Dance

Context

e PM Modi played the Dhomsa drum,
emphasizing his personal connection to tea.

Classification of CPSEs
C

He highlighted the event as a celebration of
Assam’s pride and India’s cultural diversity.

Jhumoir dance in Assam's tea culture

e Jhumoir is a traditional dance of Assam’s tea
garden workers, originating in the early 19th
century.

e Itis a symbol of joy and unity after hard work,
featuring vibrant costumes and traditional
instruments like the dhol, madal, dhamsa, and
bamboo flutes.

Navratna Status for IRCTC & IRFC

Context

e Recently, Navratna Status was given to IRCTC
(Indian  Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation) & Indian Railway Finance
Corporation.

Department of Public Enterprises (DPE)

e Nodal Department: Under the Ministry of
Finance, responsible for policy matters related
to Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs).

¢ Functions:

o Formulates policies for Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSEs), including
classification (Navratna, Maharatna,
Miniratna).

o Monitors performance of Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSEs).

Oversees disinvestment & privatization.
Acts as an interface between Central
Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) &
government departments.

CPSES in May,

ategory Launch Criteria Examples
Maharatna | Maharatna Scheme | ¢ Having Navratna status. e Bharat Heavy
was introduced for | ¢ Listed on Indian stock exchange with Electricals Limited

minimum prescribed public | ¢ Bharat Petroleum

2010, in order to shareholding under Securities and Corporation
empower mega Exchange Board of India (SEBI) Limited.

CPSEs to expand regulations. ¢ Coal India Limited,
their operations | ¢ An average annual turnover of more | ¢ GAIL (India) Limited,
and emerge as than Rs. 25,000 crore during the last 3 etc.

global giants. years.

e An average annual net worth of more
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than Rs. 15,000 crore during the last 3
years.

e An average annual net profit after tax
of more than Rs. 5,000 crore during the
last 3 years.

e Should have significant global
presence/international operations.

Navratna Navratna Scheme | The Miniratna Category - | and Schedule | « Bharat Electronics

was introduced in | 'A' CPSES, which have obtained Limited,
1997 in order to | 'excellent' or 'very good' rating under the | ¢ Hindustan
identify CPSEs that | Memorandum of Understanding system in Aeronautics
enjoy comparative | three of the last five years, and have Limited,
advantages in their | composite score of 60 or above in the six etc.
respective sectors | selected performance parameters,
and to support | namely,
them in their drive | « Net profit to net worth.
to become global | ¢ Manpower cost to total cost of
players. production/services.

o Profit before depreciation, interest and

taxes to capital employed.
o Profit before interest and taxes to
turnover.
e Earning per share.
e Inter-sectoral performance.
Miniratna Miniratna scheme | ¢ Minirathna Category-l: The CPSES | ¢ Category-I:

was introduced in which have made profit in the last | Airports Authority of
1997 in pursuance three years continuously, pre-tax profit | India,
of the policy is Rs.30 crores or more in at least one | Antrix Corporation
objective to make of the three years and have a positive | Limited, etc.
the public sector net worth are eligible to be considered
more efficient and for grant of Miniratna-I status. o Category-Il:

competitive and to

grant enhanced
autonomy and
delegation of
powers to the
profit-making

public sector

enterprises.

e Miniratna Category-ll: The CPSEs
which have made profit for the last
three years continuously and have a
positive net worth are eligible to be
considered for grant of Miniratna-ll
status.

e Miniratna CPSES should have not
defaulted in the repayment of
loans/interest payment on any loans
due to the Government.

e Miniratna CPSES shall
upon budgetary
Government guarantees.

not depend
support or

Artificial Limbs
Manufacturing
Corporation of India,
Bharat Pumps &
Compressors Limited
etc.

incubation program designed to promote

‘Samarth’ Incubation Program
innovation in telecommunications and ICT. It

Icaunched by C-DOT offers financial aid, infrastructure, mentorship
ontce);)toT c ; Devel ¢ and collaboration opportunities to emerging
° ) . (Centre or evelopment o tech startups in Telecom.
Telematics) has launched ‘Samarth’, an
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Key Highlights of ‘Samarth’

e Launched by: C-DOT, an autonomous
Telecom R&D centre under the Govt. of India.

e Focus Areas: Telecom Software,
Cybersecurity, 5G/6G, Al, 1oT and Quantum
Technologies.

¢ Implementation Partner: Software
Technology Parks of India (STPI) under MeitY.

e Cohort Size: 18 startups per batch, 36
startups annually.

e Duration & Mode: Two six-month cohorts in
hybrid mode.

e Benefits: Grant up to X5 lakh, office space, C-
DOT lab access and mentorship.

o Eligibility: DPIIT-recognized startups.

o Selection Process: Application screening, pitch
before experts, final selection based on
innovation and scalability.

Revised Rashtriya Gokul Mission
(RGM) approved by the Cabinet

Context

e The Union Cabinet has approved the Revised
Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM) with an
enhanced budget of 3,400 crore for the 15th
Finance Commission cycle (2021-22 to 2025-
26).

e The scheme aims to boost milk production,
genetic improvement and farmer incomes
while preserving indigenous bovine breeds
through scientific interventions.

Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM)

e Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM), launched in
2014, focuses on the development and
conservation of indigenous bovine breeds
through selective breeding and genetic
upgradation.

e The scheme consists of two components: the
National Programme for Bovine Breeding
(NPBB) and the National Mission on Bovine
Productivity (NMBP).

Significant Initiatives under RGM
e Awards for Indigenous Breeds:
o Gopal Ratna Awards: For farmers
maintaining the best herds of indigenous
breeds.

o Kamdhenu Awards: For the best-managed
herds by institutions, NGOs and breeders'
societies.

¢ Award Details:

o Gopal Ratna: Three awards per region
with cash incentives of %5 lakh, X3 lakh
and X1 lakh for 1st, 2nd and 3rd positions.

o Kamdhenu Awards: Similar awards for
best managed indigenous herds by
institutions.

Key Highlights of the Revised Scheme

o Financial Allocation: Total outlay of %3,400
crore, with an additional 1,000 crore for the
revised scheme.

¢ New Initiatives:

o 35% assistance for Heifer Rearing
Centres.

o 3% interest subvention for loans related
to High Genetic Merit (HGM) IVF Heifers.

e Ongoing Activities: Strengthening Artificial
Insemination (Al) networks, accelerated breed
improvement programs and skill development
for farmers.

e Technological Advancements: Development
of Gau Chip and Mahish Chip for genetic
mapping and Gau Sort for sex-sorted semen
technology.

Jaitapur and Gorakhpur Nuclear

Projects is India’s Energy Future

Context

e India is advancing its nuclear energy
capabilities with the Jaitapur Nuclear Power
Plant in Maharashtra and the Gorakhpur
Nuclear Power Project in Haryana.

Key Highlights
e Gorakhpur Nuclear Power Project (Haryana):
o First nuclear project in North India
located in Fatehabad District, Haryana.
o Expands India’s nuclear infrastructure to
new regions.
o Part of the broader vision to scale nuclear
power capacity.
o Jaitapur Nuclear Power Plant (Maharashtra):
o Largest nuclear power plant in India, with
six reactors of 1,730 MW each,
totaling10,380 MW.
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o Wil contribute 10% of India’s target of
100 GW nuclear energy by 2047.

India’s First Green Waste

Processing Plant

Context

e Indore has launched India’s first green waste
processing plant under the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model.

e This project, initiated under the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban, aims to process green
waste and convert it into valuable resources,
promoting environmental sustainability and
reducing pollution.

Key Highlights of the Green Waste Processing

Plant

e Project Overview:

o Location: Bicholi Hapsi, Indore.

o Developed Under: Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban.

Execution Model: PPP.
Land Area: 55,000 square feet.
Private Partner: Astronomical Industries
Private Limited.
¢ Green Waste Processing and Revenue Model:

o Indore generates 30 tons of green waste
daily, rising to 60-70 tons in autumn.

o The Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC)
earns 3,000 per tonne from supplying
wood and branches.

o The plant will recycle wood waste into
wooden pellets, a coal alternative.

North East Centre For Technology
Application and Reach (NECTAR)

Context

¢ Union Minister of Science and Technology,
laid the foundation stone for the North East
Centre for Technology Application and Reach
(NECTAR) permanent campus in
Mawdiangdiang, Shillong.

Details

e This marks a significant step in the
government’s push for technology-driven
socio-economic development in the
Northeast region of India. NECTAR, an
autonomous body under the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), has been

instrumental in applying technology to address
local challenges and enhance regional growth.

Key Highlights of NECTAR's Initiatives:

e Mission Saffron (2021): Aimed at introducing
saffron cultivation in the Northeast to boost
local agriculture and make the region the
saffron hub of India.

e STEM Education Lab: In collaboration with
IISER Pune and the Smart Village Movement,
empowering 100 schools with robotics, 3D
printing and electronics technology.

e Drone Technology: Applied for flood
vulnerability assessments in districts such as
Morigaon, Dhubri and Maijuli.

o Beekeeping and Honey Mission: Designed to
enhance rural livelihoods through sustainable
beekeeping practices.

NECTAR's Key Focus Areas:

e Saffron Cultivation

e Drone Technology

e STEM Education

e Flood Risk Mitigation

e Beekeeping and Honey Mission

e Bamboo Innovation

Initiatives to empower Women
Elected Representatives (WERs)

Context

e The Ministry of Panchayati Raj has launched
two major initiatives aimed at empowering
Women Elected Representatives (WERs) in
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and
promoting gender-sensitive governance at the
grassroots level: Sashakt Panchayat-Netri
Abhiyan and Model Women-Friendly Gram
Panchayats (MWFGP).

Key Initiatives and Their Objectives:

1. Sashakt Panchayat-Netri Abhiyan:

o Objective: This is a nationwide capacity-
building initiative for WERs to strengthen
their leadership skills, decision-making
abilities and encourage active participation in
rural governance.

e Focus: It aims to eliminate the "Mukhiya Pati"
or "Sarpanch Pati" culture, ensuring that
women exercise their authority
independently.
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Model Women-Friendly Gram Panchayats

MWEFGP):

Obijective: The initiative aims to establish at
least one Model Women-Friendly Gram
Panchayat in each district.

Focus: It emphasizes gender-sensitive and
girl-friendly governance practices at the local
level, creating an environment that supports
women's leadership in rural areas.

Law Addressing Gender-Based Violence

Primer:

This is a comprehensive guide on laws related
to gender-based violence and harmful
practices, aimed at educating panchayat
representatives about legal frameworks that
can protect women’s rights.

Current Status of Women Participation in PRIs:

Over 1.4 million women have been elected to
PRIs.

In states like Bihar, the participation of women
has surpassed the 33% reservation quota,
with women achieving 50% representation in
Panchayats.

Key Provisions and impacts of The
Immigration And Foreigners Bill,
2025

Context

The March 2025 Edition

The Immigration and Foreigners Bill, 2025
seeks to modernize India's immigration system
by replacing colonial-era laws with a more
structured and stringent framework. It is
designed to enhance national security,
regulate the presence of foreign nationals and
introduce stricter penalties for violations.

Join our social
platforms and

stay updated
for WBCS Exe.
Exam Prep.

Key Provisions of the Bill:

Entry Restrictions for Foreigners: Foreign
nationals posing a threat to national security
or sovereignty will be denied entry or stay in
India.

Mandatory Registration and Movement

Restrictions:
o Foreign nationals must register upon
arrival.

o Restrictions will apply to movement within
India, particularly in protected or
restricted areas.

o Educational institutions and hospitals will
report the presence of foreign nationals.

Stricter Penalties for Violations:

o lllegal entry: Up to 5 years imprisonment
and a fine of X5 lakh.

o  Using forged documents: Jail term of 2-7
years and fines between X1 lakh and X10
lakh.

o Overstaying: Up to 3 years imprisonment
and a fine of X3 lakh.

o Trespassing in restricted areas: Detention
and deportation.

Liability of Transport Carriers: Transport

carriers (airlines, shipping companies) will be

fined up to X5 lakh for transporting foreigners
without valid documents.

Powers of Immigration Officers: Immigration

officials will have the authority to arrest

individuals without a warrant and regulate the
movement and stay of foreigners.

Advance Passenger Data Requirement:

Airlines and vessels must provide passenger

and crew data before arrival, enabling better

security monitoring.
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. INTERNATIONAL

UNB8O Initiative

Context

e UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
launched the UN8QO Initiative to mark the 80th
anniversary of the United Nations.

Details

e The initiative aims to enhance the efficiency,
cost-effectiveness and responsiveness of the
UN amid financial and geopolitical challenges.

e Key Focus Areas: Efficiency (peacekeeping,
development, aid) | Mandate Review (aligning
global priorities) | Structural Reforms (Guy
Ryder, program realignment) | Financial
Stability (tackling liquidity crisis). Significance:
Keeps UN relevant in global challenges.

United Nations: Quick Facts

¢ Founded: October 24, 1945.

e Purpose: International peace, security and
cooperation.

¢ Main Organs:
o General Assembly - Deliberative body.

o Security Council - Maintains peace and
security.
o ECOSOC - Economic, social and

environmental issues.
ICJ - Settles inter-state disputes.
Secretariat - Administrative body, led by
the Secretary-General.

¢ Membership: 193 Member States.

China to host SCO Defence

Officials meet in Qingdao

Context

e As SCO’s rotating president, China is
organizing 100+ events in 2025, culminating
in the SCO Leaders’ Summit in Tianjin.

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

e Establishment: Formed in 2001 by China and
Russia, evolved from the Shanghai Five
(1996).

e Members (2024):10 - China, Russia, India,
Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Iran (2023), Belarus (2024).

e Observer States: Afghanistan, Mongolia.

¢ Headquarters: Beijing, China.

o Largest Regional Organization: Covers 24% of
the world's land area, 42% of the global
population and accounts for 23% of global
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (nominal),
36% (Purchasing Power Parity - PPP).

o Decision-making Body: Heads of State
Council (HSC) - meets annually.

e Security Structure: Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS) - Headquarters in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.

e Economic & Security Initiatives: Over 20
large-scale projects in transportation, energy,
telecommunications.

o United Nations (UN) Recognition: Observer in
the UN General Assembly; partnerships with
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS), Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA),
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), African Union's African Centre for
the Study and Research on Terrorism (ACSRT).

Key Summits:

e 2002 (Saint Petersburg Charter) - Defined
structure, principles and objectives.

e 2017 (Kazakhstan Summit) - India and
Pakistan became full members.

e 2023 (lran's Membership) - Strengthened
geopolitical influence.

e 2024 (Belarus Joins) - Further expansion.

Quick Facts

e The SCO Secretary-General is elected to a
three-year term.

¢ India assumed the rotating Chairmanship of
SCJ at the Samarkand Summit in 2022 and
chaired the 23rd SCO Summit virtually on 4
July 2023.

e China has now assumed the rotating
presidency of the SCO for 2024-2025.
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of

Public Service and Innovation

Context

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mauritius
Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam
jointly inaugurated the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Institute of Public Service and Innovation in
Reduit, Mauritius.

Details

e This initiative, developed under the India-
Mauritius development partnership, highlights
India’s commitment to capacity building in
Mauritius.

Purpose of the Institute

e Serves as a center for learning, research and
leadership development.

e Aims to train and enhance the skills of
Mauritian civil servants.

e Strengthens institutional ties between India
and Mauritius.

Indo-Bangla talks on Ganga Water

Treaty Renewal

Context

e The India-Bangladesh Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC) met in Kolkata on March 6-
7, 2025 to discuss the renewal of the Ganga
Water Treaty, which is set to expire in 2026.

e The treaty, signed in 1996, governs the
sharing of Ganga River water between India
and Bangladesh.

Ganga Water Treaty

e Signed on December 12, 1996, the treaty
ensures equitable water-sharing between
India and Bangladesh.

e The treaty, valid for 30 years, is one of the
most significant agreements on transboundary
water management between the two nations.

Farakka Barrage

e Purpose: Constructed to divert a portion of
the Ganga's water into the Hooghly River to
flush out silt and improve navigability for the
Kolkata Port.

e Impact: The Farakka Barrage has raised
concerns over reduced water availability in
Bangladesh during the dry season due to its
effect on water flow.

o Importance: It remains a critical infrastructure
project shaping India-Bangladesh water
relations.

¢ Location: Murshidabad district, West Bengal.

World's largest Iceberg

Context

e A23a, the world’s largest iceberg, broke off
from Antarctica’s Filchner Ice Shelf in 1986
and has been drifting for decades. It became
grounded near South Georgia Island.

Details

e South Georgia, home to millions of seals and
penguins, could see disrupted feeding routes
due to A23a’s obstruction, affecting the food
supply for young animals.

¢ Environmental Benefits: As A23a melts, it may
release nutrients into the ocean, boosting
phytoplankton  growth and potentially
benefiting marine species.

Vice President of the International

Organization of Aids to Marine

Navigation (IALA)

Context

e India was elected Vice President of the
International Organization of Aids to Marine
Navigation (IALA) during its inaugural General
Assembly in Singapore.

IALA

o Established in 1957, IALA aims to coordinate
technical advancements and improve aids to
navigation worldwide.

e It unites representatives from around 80
countries to enhance maritime safety and
navigation through the exchange of technical
knowledge and collaboration.

The March 2025 Edition
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. SCIENCE

ISRO’s SpaDex Mission

Context

e The Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) has successfully undocked the SpaDeX
(Space Docking Experiment) satellites.

Space Docking

e Space docking isthe process where two
spacecraft physically connect in orbit, allowing
for crew transfer, cargo resupply, or
spacecraft assembly and is a crucial capability
for missions like space station construction
and satellite servicing.

SpaDeX (Space Docking Experiment): Key

Highlights

e Launched: December 30, 2024, via PSLV-C60

e Docking Demonstration: January 16, 2025

e Undocking Success: Validates India’s satellite
servicing and space station assembly potential

e Primary Objective: Demonstrating
rendezvous, docking and undocking using two
small spacecraft (SDX01 - Chaser, SDX02 -
Target) in low-Earth orbit

¢ Technological Advancements:
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o Autonomous docking & power transfer
between docked spacecraft

Indigenous docking mechanism & sensors
GNSS-based orbit determination & inter-
satellite communication

This milestone positions India as a leading
spacefaring nation, paving the way for
Chandrayaan-4, Gaganyaan and Bharatiya
Antariksh Station (BAS).

o O

NASA’'s SPHEREXx

Missions in News

SPHEREX (Spectro-Photometer for the History of

the Universe, Epoch of Reionization and Ices

Explorer)

¢ Objective: Study cosmic light from millions of
galaxies to understand the universe’s origins
and expansion.

e Technology: Uses infrared detectors to map
the entire sky four times over two years.

¢ Focus: Analyze the aftermath of the Big Bang;
Study the collective light of galaxies over
time.

and Punch
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PUNCH (Polarimeter to Unify the Corona and

Heliosphere)

e Objective: Investigate the solar corona and
solar winds to improve understanding of
space weather.

e Technology: Uses advanced imaging to map
the Sun’s outer layers.

Significance

e SPHEREXx will orbit Earth at 400 miles altitude,
conducting four complete sky surveys.

¢ PUNCH will help understand the Sun’s
influence on the solar system.

Aditya-L1: First image of a Solar

Flare Kernel

In News

e The Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope
(SUIT) onboard Aditya-L1 captured a high-
resolution image of a solar flare kernel for the
first time.

e The solar flare kernel is the brightest and
most energetic core region of a solar flare,
where energy release is most intense.

Details
India’s Warehousing Sector: 12%
growth in 2024

Context

¢ India’s warehousing sector grew 12% year-on-
year (Y-0-Y) in 2024with 4 million square feet
(mnsq ft) transactions across eight primary
markets, as per Knight Frank India.

Key Market Trends

e Mumbai led with 18% of total transactions (3
million square feet), driven by Third-Party
Logistics (3PL).

o Delhi-National Capital Region (Delhi-NCR)
ranked second, contributing 16% of total
transactions, with Third-Party Logistics (3PL)
(38%) and Manufacturing (24%) as key drivers.

e Bengaluru, Kolkata, Chennai and Ahmedabad
saw 25-29% year-on-year (Y-o-Y) growth.

e Aditya-L1 is India’s first dedicated solar
mission, launched by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) to study the
Sun’s outer layers and space weather impacts
on Earth.

Solar Flares and Kernels

e Solar Flares: Sudden, intense bursts of energy
from the Sun’s surface, releasing
electromagnetic radiation from radio waves to
gamma rays.

e Solar Flare Kernel: The brightest, hottest core
region of a solar flare, crucial for
understanding flare initiation and evolution.

Aditya-L1 Mission Details
¢ Launch Date:September 2, 2023
e Orbit:Halo orbit around Lagrange Point 1 (L1)
(~1.5 million km from Earth), ensuring a
continuous view of the Sun.
¢ Primary Objectives:
o Study the Corona, Chromosphere and
Photosphere of the Sun.
o Investigate solar flares, coronal mass
ejections (CMEs) and space weather.

Sectoral Contributions

¢ Manufacturing: 39% of total demand, with 22
million square feet leased (18% Y-o-Y
growth).

e Third-Party Logistics (3PL): 30% market share,
despite a 9% decline in volume.

e Electronic Commerce (E-commerce):
Recovered, increasing from 5% in 2023 to 9%
in 2024.

Investment Surge

e Private Equity (PE) investments rose 136% to
$1,877 million.

e Secondary markets contributed 6% year-on-
year (Y-0-Y) growth in transactions.

e The sector's growth is fueled by
manufacturing expansion, rising e-commerce
and increased PE investments, making
warehousing a key pillar of India’s logistics
infrastructure.
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India’s Web3 Developer Ecosystem

Context
e India's Web3 developer
community expanded

significantly in 2024marking a
28% growth, as per the India
Web3 Landscape Report (2024)
by Hashed Emergent.

Understanding Web3: The

Decentralized Web

e Web3, also known as the
Decentralized Web, represents

the third generation of the
internet, emphasizing
decentralization, security and
user control through blockchain
technology.

Key Characteristics of Web3

e Decentralization: Data and
control are distributed across a
network, reducing dependence
on large corporations.

e Blockchain Technology: Ensures
secure, transparent and tamper-

proof transactions and data
management.
e Tokenization: Uses

cryptocurrencies and tokens for
governance, incentives and digital

ownership.

e User Empowerment: Enables
individuals to control their data,
digital assets and online
identities.

Applications of Web3

e Decentralized Finance (DeFi):
Financial services like lending,
borrowing and trading without
intermediaries.

A look at

e
Ciims v
je=e ) sez |
""""" (ol === e ---- 0 ‘
v A verified transa
Validation
e B B S
netwaork conalsting orm :

of computers
known as nodes.

The new block is then added to the
existing blockchain,

Increased Complax
® raneparency ',J tachnclogy o
Accurate Regulstory
@ tracidng T impacations
Permanent Implomentation
co edger & challenges
Cost o, Competing
lins  reduction ' piatiorms

-
“&

Automotive Financial services

blockchain technology

The blockehain Is 2 decentralized ledger of all HENSaclions across a peec-to-peer network. Using ths
technology, perticipants can confirm fransactions withcut the need or a central certifying authority,
Potantial appiications incluce fund transiers, settling trades, voting, and many other uses

P .‘.I....¥° -----

to create a new
block of data for
the ledger.

Cryptocumoncy is @ medium of exchange, creatod
and stored gloctronically in the blockehain, uging
sncryption techniques to control the crestion of
monetary units and to verify the transier of funds.
Biicoln i the DEst known exampie.

Healthcare

Fastar, cheaper wttlements

resulting in immecsately
verifiable reaults.

Patients’ encrypted
heatth information

¢ Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs): Unique digital ownership of art, collectibles and virtual real estate.
o Decentralized Autonomous Organizations (DAOs): Community-driven organizations with blockchain-

based governance.

e Metaverse: Immersive decentralized virtual worlds enabling user ownership and interaction.

India’s Position in Global Web3 Development

¢ India hosts the second-largest crypto developer base, contributing 8% of the global Web3 developer
community. Projected to overtake the United States as the largest Web3 developer hub by 2028.

e Key development areas: Gaming, Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs), Decentralized Finance (DeFi) and Real-

World Assets (RWAsS).
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India’s Web3 Startup Ecosystem

¢ India ranks third globally in Web3 startup founders, with over 1,200 startups.
o Investments in Indian Web3 startups surged by 109%, reaching $564 million in 2024.
¢ Key focus areas: Staking solutions, tokenization platforms, decentralized exchanges.

Web 1.0
Mostly Read-Only

Web 2.0
Wildly Read-Write

Web 3.0
Portable and Personal

Company Focus

Community Focus

Individual Focus

Home Pages Blogs / Wikis Live-streams/Waves
Owning Content Sharing Content Consolidating Content
WebForms Web Applications Smart Applications
Directories Tagging User Behaviour

Page Views Cost Per Click User Engagement
Banner Advertising Interactive Advertising Behavioural Advertising
Britannica Online Wikipedia The Semantic Web
HTML/Portals XML/RSS RDF/RDFS/OWL

ISRO & SCL develop Indigenous 32-

Bit Microprocessors for space

Context:

e ISRO, in collaboration with Semiconductor
Laboratory (SCL), has developed Vikram 3201
and Kalpana 3201, two 32-bit
microprocessors for space applications,
marking a milestone in self-reliant space
technology.

Key Features:

e Vikram 3201: First fully Indian-made 32-bit
microprocessor for launch vehicles, fabricated
using 180nm CMOS technology.

o Kalpana 3201: Based on SPARC V8 RISC
architecture, supports floating-point
computation and high-level languages like
Ada.

Supersolid Light: A Quantum
Breakthrough
Context:

e Scientists have transformed light into a
supersolid, a unique quantum state that
combines solid rigidity with superfluid flow.

e This was observed in a Bose-Einstein
Condensate (BEC), where photons exhibited
quantum coherence and formed a structured
lattice.

Key Features:

o Dual Nature: Rigid like a solid, yet flows like a
superfluid.

e Quantum Coherence:
synchronized quantum state.

e Applications: Potential in quantum computing,
precision measurement and optical systems.

Maintains a

Additional Insights:

e BEC: A state where particles, cooled near
absolute zero, occupy the same quantum
state.

¢ Quantum Coherence: Essential for quantum
computers and communication systems.

Firefly's Blue Ghost Mission 1

successfully lands on the Moon

Context:

o Firefly Aerospace’s Blue Ghost lander
successfully soft-landed on the moon on
March 1, 2025.

Details

e This makes Blue Ghost the second privately
built spacecraft to achieve a soft landing on
the lunar surface.

e The first privately built spacecraft to achieve a
soft landing on the lunar surface was
the Odysseus lander, built by Intuitive
Machines, which landed on February 22,
2024.
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. BIOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT

India’s First Comprehensive River Dolphin Survey
Context:
India conducted its first comprehensive river dolphin survey under Project Dolphin, led by the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) and the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEFCC).

Aspect Details
Total Population | 6,327 river dolphins recorded across India.
Species Gangetic Dolphins - 6,324 (Ganga & Brahmaputra River systems).
Distribution Indus River Dolphins - 3 (Beas River, Punjab).
Uttar Pradesh - 2,397 (highest).
Bihar - 2,220.
State-Wise West Bengal - 815.
Population ppeam - 635.
Jharkhand - 162.
Rajasthan & Madhya Pradesh - 95.
Punjab - 3.
Survey Techniques Used - Visual surveys & acoustic monitoring.
Methodology Coverage - 28 rivers by boat, 30 rivers by road, spanning 8,507 km.

Conservation

Pollution - Industrial & agricultural runoff.
Habitat Destruction - Dams & riverbed mining.

Challenges Fishing Practices - Accidental entanglement in nets.
Climate Change - Alters water flow & temperature.
Project Dolphin (2020) - Focus on conservation with involvement of local
Government L. . .
e s communities, forest departments & fisheries.
Initiatives

Legal Protection - Listed as Endangered under Schedule | of the Wildlife
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Protection Act, 1972.

Gangetic River

Scientific Name - Platanista gangetica.

Habitat - Ganga, Brahmaputra & Meghna rivers.

Dolphin Significance - Act as bio-indicators, maintaining freshwater ecosystems.
Unique Feature - Functionally blind, uses echolocation for navigation.

India’s Forest and Tree Cover:

Progress & Initiatives

Context

e India’s forest and tree cover now spans
25.17% of its geographical area, reflecting its
commitment to sustainable development and
ecological balance.

Forest and Tree Cover Growth

o India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2023: Total
Forest and tree cover 827,357 square
kilometers, showing a positive trend in
afforestation and conservation.

Government Initiatives

« National Mission for a Green India (GIM),
Development of Wildlife Habitats (DWH),
Nagar Van Yojana (NVY): Promote
afforestation and biodiversity conservation.

e« Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning  Authority
(CAMPA): Focuses on ecological restoration,
with  X38,502.21 crore allocated for
conservation efforts.

State-Level Actions

e Surveying, demarcation of forest land,
installation of boundary pillars and regular
patrolling to prevent encroachment.

Key Reports & Missions

+ India State of Forest Report (ISFR) (Published
by Forest Survey of India, Dehradun,
biennial): Monitors and evaluates forest
resources using satellite data and field
surveys.

e National Mission for a Green India (GIM)
(Under National Action Plan on Climate
Change, Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change): Enhances Forest cover,
biodiversity, hydrological services and
livelihoods.

e Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning  Authority

(CAMPA) (Under Compensatory Afforestation
Fund Act, 2016, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change): Manages funds
for compensatory afforestation, biodiversity
conservation and ecological restoration.

India’s Solar Revolution: PM Surya

Ghar reaches 10 Lakh installations

Context

e India's PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana
(PMSGMBY) has achieved a major milestone,
with 10 lakh homes now equipped with
rooftop solar systems since its launch in 2024.

Scheme Highlights

o Target: 1 crore households by 2026-27, with
3 lakh applications received.

e Subsidies: ¥4,770 crore disbursed to over 13
lakh beneficiaries.

o Financial Support: Collateral-free loans up to
X2 lakh at 75% subsidized interest rate
through 12 public sector banks.

e Subsidies: Up to 78,000 for installations up
to 3 kW.

Environmental & Economic Impact

e Each installation offsets carbon emissions
equal to planting 100 trees.

e Annual savings of X75,000 crore in electricity
costs for the government.

State-Level Achievements

o Leading states:Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu.

e 100% rooftop solar targets achieved for
government buildings in Chandigarh & Daman
& Diu.

Rajasthan,

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)
o Focus: Solar, wind, bioenergy, small hydro and
decentralized renewable energy solutions.
¢ Key Initiatives:
o National Solar Mission (NSM) - Expanding
solar power capacity.
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o National Wind-Solar Hybrid Policy -
Promoting hybrid renewable energy.

o Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam
Utthaan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM) -
Solarizing agricultural pumps.

o National Bioenergy Programme -
Advancing bioenergy solutions.

Solar Energy in India
¢ Installed Capacity: Among the top countries in
solar energy production, targeting 280 GW by
2030.
e Types of Solar Energy:
o Photovoltaic (PV) cells - For electricity
generation.
o Solar thermal - For heating and industrial
applications.
India’s solar push is a game-changer in energy
security, climate change mitigation and economic
savings.

Global Air Quality Crisis: Only
seven Nations meet WHO
Standards in 2024

Context
e IQAir a Swiss organization released 2024
World Air Quality Report.

About WHO and Air Quality Standards

« WHO (World Health Organization),
established in 1948, is a UN agency based in
Geneva, Switzerland.

e Provides global health leadership, technical
support and policy recommendations.

e WHO'’s PM2.5 guideline: Annual average of 5
ug/m? to safeguard public health.

Key Findings from the IQAir 2024 Report

e Only seven countries met the WHO PM2.5
guideline of 5 pug/m*

Australia, Estonia, Finland, Grenada, Iceland,

Mauritius and New Zealand.

e India has been ranked as the fifth most
polluted country in the world. India’s average
PM2.5 concentration in 2024 was 6 pg/m?.
Despite a7% decline in PM2.5
levels compared to 2023, India continues to
face severe air quality challenges.

e Byrnihat (Assam)is the most polluted city
globally.

e Other cities include:
Delhi, Mullanpur, Faridabad, Loni, Gurugram,
Ganganagar, Greater Noida, Bhiwadi,
Muzaffarnagar, Hanumangarh and Noida.

¢ Most Polluted Countries:

o Pakistan recorded the worst air quality.

o India, Tajikistan and Burkina Faso were
among the most polluted nations.

¢ Regional Trends:

o South Asia remains the most polluted
region.

o Central and West Africa showed notable
improvement.

o Capital Cities:

o Only nine capitals met WHO standards.
New Delhi ranked as the most polluted
capital with an annual PM2.5
concentration of 6 ug/m®.

Health and Environmental Concerns

e PM2.5 pollution is linked to asthma, heart
disease, stroke, lung cancer and respiratory
ilinesses.

e Air pollution causes millions of premature
deaths globally.

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) aims to

reduce PM2.5 and PM10 levels by 20-30% by 2024.

COP16: $200 billion plan for

Biodiversity Protection

Context

e« The 16th Conference of the Parties (COP16)
under the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) has finalized a $200 billion global
biodiversity plan to support conservation
efforts.

Key Highlights:

¢ Funding Commitment: Supports ecosystem
restoration, species protection and
sustainable resource management.

e Global Cooperation: Ensures financial support
for developing nations to tackle biodiversity
loss.

Conservation Priorities: Focuses on habitat
restoration, climate resilience and sustainable
land use.

Additional Insights:
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e CBD: Established in 1992 (Rio Earth Summit)
to promote biodiversity conservation and
sustainable use.

e COP. The governing body of the CBD,
meeting biennially to set global biodiversity
policies.

¢ Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF): A roadmap for biodiversity
action adopted at COP15 (2022).

Convention on International Trade
in endangered species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES)

Context

e On 3 March 1973, CITES was signed to
regulate global trade in plants and animals,
ensuring their survival in the wild.

Details

e Established: 1973

e Purpose: Ensures that international trade in
wild animals and plants does not threaten their
survival.

e Mechanism: Regulates and monitors trade in
selected species.

e Parties: 184 countries and regional
organizations.

e Appendices:

o Appendix I: Most endangered species;
commercial trade generally prohibited.

o Appendix Il: Trade controlled to prevent
overexploitation.

o Appendix lll: Protected in at least one
country, which seeks international
assistance.

e Secretariat: Administered by UNEP.
o Significance: Key tool for  wildlife
conservation and combating illegal trade.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

e Established: 1972

e Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya

e Role: Leads global environmental efforts,
promotes sustainability and coordinates
international action.

e Key Areas: Climate change, biodiversity,
pollution and resource efficiency.

o Significance: A pivotal body in global
environmental governance and sustainability.

Madhav National Park declared
India’s 58th Tiger Reserve

Context

¢ Madhav National Park, located in Shivpuri
District, Madhya Pradesh, was officially
declared as India's 58th Tiger Reserve. This
designation highlights its growing importance
in wildlife conservation and the protection of
Bengal tigers.

Key Details:

e Location & Size: Spanning 1,751 sq km, it
includes Sakhya Sagar Lake, a Ramsar site
since 2022, making it a significant ecological
area.

o Historical Context: Originally a royal hunting
ground, the park was established in 1959 and
has a rich history in conservation.

o Tiger Reintroduction Program: The park is
home to 5 tigers, including 2 cubs, under a
reintroduction program started in 2023.

e Biodiversity: In addition to tigers, the park
hosts leopards, chinkaras, nilgais and various
species of deer and birds, enhancing its status
as a vital wildlife habitat.

Conservation of Asiatic Lions and
Wildlife in India

Context

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the
seventh meeting of the National Board for
Wildlife (NBWL) at Sasan, Junagadh, Gujarat,
where several key initiatives were announced
for the conservation of Asiatic lions and
wildlife in India.

Current Status of Asiatic Lions:

e Asiatic lions are now found in nearly 30,000 sq
km across 53 talukas in 9 districts of Gujarat,
with the Greater Gir region being their
primary habitat.

o Collaborative efforts with Indian Railways
have been made to prevent lion fatalities on
railway tracks.

Asiatic Lions

o Scientific Name: Panthera leo persica
¢ Common Name: Persian lion

¢ Native to: India (primarily Gujarat)
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Endangered Status: Critically endangered,
with an estimated population of around 650
individuals

Primary Habitat: Gir National Park, Gujarat
Size:

Males: 160-190 kg weight, 1.7-2.5 meters in
length

Females: 110-120 kg weight, 1.4-1.75 meters
in length

Mane: Thinner and shorter compared to
African lions, develops around 3-4 years of
age

Coat: Pale yellow to sandy color, with dark
rosette markings and lighter underside

Head and Ears: Smaller head and ears than
African lions

Tail:

Females have a tuft of fur at the tail tip

Tail length: 0.6-1.1 meters

Claws: Short and blunt, suited for hunting
smaller prey like chital, sambar and wild boar
Vocalization: Less vocal than African lions,
roars lack deep resonance

Senses: Highly sensitive whiskers, good night
vision and hearing

Diet: Carnivores, primarily hunting smaller
prey

Lifespan: 12 years in the wild, up to 16 years
in captivity, with the oldest recorded at 26
years

Conservation Status: Ongoing protection
efforts in Gir National Park to prevent
extinction.

Cities Coalition for Circularity (C-3)

Context

India launched the Cities Coalition for
Circularity (C-3, marking a significant step
towards sustainable urban development.

The C-3 initiative is a multi-nation alliance
aimed at promoting city-to-city collaboration,
knowledge-sharing and  private  sector
partnerships for sustainable solutions in waste
management and resource efficiency.

Key Highlights of the C-3 Initiative

Objective: Strengthen urban sustainability by
fostering  collaboration  between cities,
policymakers, industry leaders and
development partners.

Global Participation: The coalition will unite
multiple nations to share knowledge and best
practices in circular economy principles.
Pro-Planet People Approach: Aligning with
India's Pro-Planet People (P-3) approach, PM
Modi emphasized India's commitment to
sustainability and its willingness to share
experiences in circular economy development.
Working Group Proposal: A working group of
member nations will be formed to finalize the
coalition’s structure and operational
framework.

CITIIS 2.0 Agreement: An important MoU was
signed in Jaipur, securing 1,800 crore for 18
cities across 14 states, which will serve as
models for urban sustainability.

Historical Background: The Regional 3R and
Circular Economy Forum, established in 2009,
aims to promote waste management and
sustainability in the Asia-Pacific region. The
Hanoi 3R Declaration (2013-2023) outlined
33 voluntary goals to shift towards a circular
economy.

Gharials
Context

Recently, Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
released 10 gharials into the Chambal River.

Details

Gharials (Gavialis gangeticus), a unique species
of long-snouted crocodilians, are critically
endangered due to various threats such as
habitat loss, pollution and fishing activities.
Madhya Pradesh has emerged as a leader in
their conservation, home to over 80% of
India’s gharial population.

What are Gharials?

Distinctive Features: Gharials have long,
narrow snouts designed for catching fish.

Size: Males grow to 3-6 meters and females
range from 2.6-4.5 meters.

Cultural Significance: Gharials are linked with
the goddess Ganga in Indian mythology.
Ecological Role: Gharials help clean up carrion
and maintain ecological balance in river
ecosystems.
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Why Are Gharials Endangered? Himalayan Zoological Park (PNHZP) in
e Gharials face threats from overhunting, egg Darjeeling, West Bengal.
collection, habitat destruction, pollution and
fishing nets. Biobank
e Declining river flows due to climate change e The biobank is designed to preserve genetic
and excessive water extraction further materials from endangered species through
jeopardize their survival. cryogenic storage at -196°C using liquid
nitrogen. This initiative is a collaboration
Madhya Pradesh’s Leadership in Gharial between the zoo and the Centre for Cellular
Conservation and Molecular Biology (CCMB) under the
e Chambal River as a Key Habitat: Ministry of Science and Technology.

o The Chambal River is home to over 80% e The biobank functions as a ‘frozen zoo’, where
of India’s gharial population. DNA, cellular, and tissue samples from

o The National Chambal Sanctuary (NCS) endangered animals are stored for future
protects a 435-km stretch of one of scientific research, breeding programs, and
India’s cleanest rivers. species revival.

o The sanctuary also supports over 290 bird e The biobank is part of India's broader
species, including the endangered Indian conservation strategy, with plans for similar
Skimmer. facilities in other parts of the country,

including the National Zoological Park in Delhi
Wildlife Biobank at Darjeeling Zoo and the Nandankanan Zoological Park in
Context Odisha.

e India's first zoo-based wildlife biobank has
been established at the Padmaja Naidu
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. GENERAL SCIENCE [STATIC GK]

Important Passes In India

Aghil Pass: Links Ladakh with Xinjiang, China
(Karakoram Range, Jammu and Kashmir)
Auden’s Col: Popular trekking route, difficult
access (Garhwal Himalayas, Uttarakhand)
Banihal Pass: Connects Jammu with Srinagar
(Pir Panjal Range, Jammu and Kashmir)
Bara-lacha-la: Connects Lahaul to Ladakh
(Zanskar Range, Himachal Pradesh)

Bilafond La: Critical in India-Pakistan conflict
(Siachen Glacier, Jammu and Kashmir)
Bomdila: Strategic military link to Tawang
(Eastern Himalayas, Arunachal Pradesh)
Changla Pass: Links Leh to Pangong Lake
(Ladakh Range, Ladakh)

Dehra Compass: Popular trekking
(Garhwal Himalayas, Uttarakhand)

route

Dihang Pass: Connects India with Tibet
(Eastern Himalayas, Arunachal Pradesh)

Fotu La: Highest point on the Srinagar-Leh
highway (Zanskar Range, Ladakh)

Goecha La: Gateway to Kanchenjunga Base
Camp (Himalayas, Sikkim)

Khardung La: World's highest motorable road
(Ladakh Range, Ladakh)

Nathu La: Trade route between India and
China (Indo-China Border, Sikkim)

Rohtang Pass: Links Manali to Lahaul and Spiti
(Pir Panjal Range, Himachal Pradesh)

Zojila Pass: Connects Kashmir Valley to
Ladakh (Zanskar Range, Jammu and Kashmir)

World Organizations and their Headquarters:

United Nations Organisation (UNO): New
York

United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP): Nairobi (Kenya)

United Nations High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR): Geneva

United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP): New York

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA):
New York

United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO): Paris

World Health Organisation (WHO): Geneva

International Monetary Fund (IMF):
Woashington

Commonwealth: London

Organisation of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC): Vienna

World Wildlife Fund (WWF): Gland

(Switzerland)

United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD): Geneva
International Olympic Committee
Lausanne

League of Arab States: Cairo (Egypt)
Amnesty International: London

(10C):

Asian Development Bank (ADB):
(Philippines)

Association of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN): Jakarta

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO):
Brussels

African Union (AU): Addis Ababa
South Asian Association for
Cooperation (SAARC): Kathmandu
International Police (INTERPOL): Lyon
(France)

World Trade Organisation (WTO): Geneva
Women Aid International: London

World Bank: Washington
Universal Postal Union
(Switzerland)

BENELUX Economic Union: Brussels

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT): Geneva

United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF): New York
UN Women: New York
International Labour
Geneva (Switzerland)
United Nations Security Council (UNSC): New
York

Manila

Regional

(UPU): Berne

Organization (ILO):
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International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC): Geneva

International Organization for
Standardization (ISO): Geneva

Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD): Paris (France)

World Meteorological Organisation (WMO):
Geneva (Switzerland)

Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS): Geneva (Switzerland)
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
Vienna (Austria)

Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO):
Rome (ltaly)

World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO): Geneva (Switzerland)

Transparency International: Berlin (Germany)
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC):
Jeddah (Saudi Arabia)

Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF): Gland
(Switzerland)

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO): Vienna (Austria)
International Maritime Organisation (IMO):
London (United Kingdom)

International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA): Abu Dhabi (UAE)

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW): The Hague (Netherlands)
International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS): Paris (France)

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC):
Queenstown, Singapore

International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry (IUPAC): North Carolina

World Economic Forum (WEF): Cologny-
Geneva (Switzerland)

Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional
Cooperation (IORA): Ebene (Mauritius)

United Nations Interregional Crime and
Justice Research Institute (UNICRI): Turin
(Italy)

International Telecommunication Union (ITU):
Geneva (Switzerland)

International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO): Montreal (Canada)

United Nations University (UNU): Tokyo
(Japan)

International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN): Gland (Switzerland)

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC): Vienna (Austria)

UN-OHRLLS: New York (USA)

United Nations Human Settlement
Programme (UN-Habitat): Nairobi (Kenya)
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD): Rome (ltaly)

United Nations World Tourism Organization
(UNWTO): Madrid (Spain)

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNDRR): Geneva (Switzerland)

Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR): Geneva (Switzerland)

United Nations Institute for Disarmament
Research (UNIDIR): Geneva (Switzerland)
United Nations Institute for Training and
Research (UNITAR): Geneva (Switzerland)
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA): Amman
(Jordan)

International Court of Justice (ICJ): The Hague
(Netherlands)

World Food Programme (WFP): Rome (ltaly)
International Organization for Migration
(IOM): Geneva (Switzerland)

United Nations System Staff College
(UNSSC): Turin (Italy)

United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS): Copenhagen (Denmark)

United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC): Bonn (Germany)
Arctic Council: Tromso (Norway)

African Development Bank Group (AFDB):
Abidjan (Cote d'lvoire)

International Trade Centre (ITC): Geneva
(Switzerland)

Andean Community: Lima (Peru)

Association of Caribbean States (ACS): Port of
Spain (Trinidad, Tobago)

Bank for International Settlements (BIS):
Basel (Switzerland)

International Solar Alliance (ISA): Gurugram
(India)

Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC):
Istanbul (Turkey)

Caribbean Community
Georgetown (Guyana)
Council of Europe: Strasbourg (France)
Council of European Municipalities and
Regions (CEMR): Geneva (Switzerland)

(CARICOM):
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Central American Bank for Economic
Integration (CABEI): Tegucigalpa (Honduras)
Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA): Lusaka (Zambia)

Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS):
Stockholm (Sweden)

European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD): London (United
Kingdom)

European Free Trade Association (EFTA):
Geneva (Switzerland)

Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS): Abuja (Nigeria)

European Central Bank (ECB): Frankfurt
(Germany)

European Space Agency (ESA): Paris (France)
Association of European Parliamentarians
with Africa (AWEPA): Amsterdam
(Netherlands)

European Union (EU): Brussels (Belgium)
Group of Eight (G8): New York (USA)

G-15 Summit: Geneva (Switzerland)
Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD): Djibouti (Djibouti)

International Chamber of Commerce (ICC):
Paris (France)

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB):
Washington, DC (USA)

International Development Association (IDA):
Washington, DC (USA)

International Finance Corporation (IFC):
Washington, DC (USA)

International Labour Organization (ILO):
Geneva (Switzerland)

International Peace Bureau (IPB): Geneva
(Switzerland)

International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC): Geneva
(Switzerland)

International Seabed Authority (ISA): Kingston
(Jamaica)

Highest Peaks in India

Kanchenjunga (8,586 m) - Located in Sikkim,
the third-highest mountain in the world.
Nanda Devi (7,816 m) - Situated in
Uttarakhand, a sacred peak with UNESCO
heritage status.

International Service for Human Rights
(ISHR): Geneva (Switzerland)
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU): Geneva
(Switzerland)

Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency
(MIGA): Washington, DC (USA)

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): Jakarta
(Indonesia)

Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE): Vienna (Austria)

Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OAPEC): Kuwait (Middle East)
World Organization Against Torture (OMCT):
Geneva (Switzerland)

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC):
Noumea (New Caledonia)

Nordic Council of Ministers: Copenhagen
(Denmark)

Unién Latina: Paris (France)

United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA):
Beirut (Lebanon)

United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP):
Bangkok (Thailand)

United Cities & Local Governments (UCLG):
Barcelona (Spain)

United Nations International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women (INSTRAW). Santo  Domingo
(Dominican Repubilic)

United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA): Geneva
(Switzerland) and New York City (USA)
Western European Union (WEU): Paris
(France)

World Federation of United Nations
Associations (WFUNA): Geneva (Switzerland)
and New York City (USA)

Kamet (7,756 m) - A pyramid-shaped peak in
Uttarakhand, the second tallest in the Garhwal
region.

Saltoro Kangri (7,742 m) - Located in Jammu
and Kashmir, part of the Karakoram range.
Saser Kangri (7,672 m) - A challenging peak in
the Ladakh region of Jammu & Kashmir.
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Additional Major Mountain Peaks in India

e Kangto (7,090 m) - In Arunachal Pradesh.

e K2(8,611 m) - In Jammu and Kashmir.

e Reo Purgyil (6,816 m) - In Himachal Pradesh.

e Anamudi (2,695 m) - In Kerala, the highest
peak in the Western Ghats.

Longest National Highways in India

e NH 44 (3,745 km): Srinagar to Kanyakumari.

e« NH 27 (3,507 km): Porbandar (Gujarat) to
Silchar (Assam).

e NH 48 (2,807 km): Delhi to Chennai.

e NH 52 (2,317 km): Sangrur (Punjab) to Ankola

e Deomali (1,672 m) - In Odisha.

e Doddabetta (2,636 m) - In Tamil Nadu.
e Guru Shikhar (1,722 m) - In Rajasthan.

e Sandakphu (3,636 m) - In West Bengal.

e NH 16 (1,711 km): East Coast (West Bengal)
to Chennai (Tamil Nadu).

e NH 66 (1,622 km): Panvel to Kanyakumari.

e NH 19 (1,435 km): Delhi to Kolkata.

¢ NH 44 Details:

(Karnataka). o Total Length: 3,745 km (formerly NH 7).
e NH 30 (2,040 km): Sitarganj (Uttarakhand) to o States Covered: Jammu and Kashmir,
Ibrahimpatnam (Andhra Pradesh). Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
e NH 6 (1,873 km): Jorabat (Meghalaya) to Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu.
Selling (Mizoram). o Key Cities: Srinagar, Jalandhar, Delhi,
e NH 53 (1,781 km): Hajira (Gujarat) to Pradip Agra, Pune, Bangalore, Madurai.
port (Odisha).
Cell Organelles — Study Chart
Leuko cytes Organelle Plant/Animal Job / Function
or both
(Wh‘te BlOOd ceus) Plants, Prokaryotes, | Provides and maintains the shape of the cell and serves as a protective
NOT ANIMALS barrier.
Leukocytes or white blood cells are part of the immune system. Cell Wall n plants, wall is wade of eellulose. Bacterial cell walls are made of
peptidoglycan.
They account for 1% of blood volume and occur in lymphatic tissue. Plants, NOT Uses the esergy from sunlight to form glucese moleeules from CO, and
Chlorop]ast ANIMALS H:0. Ghxose is an energy STORAGE molecule.
’ Granular . Agranular
' T M )—i All Eukaryotes Protective container for the cell's DNA. DNA never leaves the
f‘ @\-.f . Nucleus nucleus, but messazes (mMRNA) can be sent to other parts of the cell.
& (- R { 4 '.;‘ ! t @ ALL CELLS Smallest organelle found in ALL cells. Bullds proteins by putting
v ogether leng chains of Amino Acids according to the mRNA message (i
. @ Ribosomes Lo%;y' ofa ;;gccc‘omm).":r;‘m:\s:m Rl PR TR
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* kill bacteria « inflammatory allergic response  « remove dead antibodi -
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Membrane cl.;:lle'd lhcl Pllf?’na .\/;‘mbmub,aMmkofos‘: w:lofphosplmhpm molecules
B st together form the outer barrier of the cell,
ALL CELLS The lquid that Mills The cell. CONBINS 0t Of proteins and dissolved 10ns.
Cytoplasm that are involved in many 21l reactions.
(AK.A. Cytosol)
All Eukaryotes Basically, s membrane enclosed sac that cuz be filled with axythmg the
Vacuole cell needs to keep separute. Stores food, water, ete, In plants the
vacuole also helps the cell maintain its rigidity.
All Eukaryotes Recerves products from the ER and adds final modifications, It also
Golgl BOdV sorts these products and sends them to their final destinations
All Eukaryotes A membrane enclosed bag of digestive juices. Bresks dows large
Lvsosomes maoleculesand old cell parts into their components that can be recycled to
R build new cell parts
T e SN € b )
shipped tothe Golgi,
All Euk Lerge folded E Pul mer Npids and 1s |
Smooth ER EryOtes mf&:';“” r::::z:r;syﬂcm ts together Hpids and is Important n
All Ex oty Lang tubes re-like structs that ide the cell’s Ints 1
Microtubules SR !I‘::lstllll'! ::;l.:irx:’llrml c:II mm:r:em. (';l;): a:gan:lf:s ;e::ln\:md to
& this network called the cyteskeleton. Work together in musde
Microfilaments contraction, and the motion of ciliaand flagelia
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Feature Animal cell Plant cell
Cell wall Absent Present (formed of cellulose)
Shape Irregular and rounded Fixed, rigid shapes
Vacuole One or more small vacuoles One large central vacuole
or no vacuoles
Centrioles Present Only in lower plant forms
(e.g. Chlamydomonas
Chloroplast Absent Present
Plastids Present Present
Cell wall Absent Present
Flagella Present in some cells (e.g. Not usually present, but
mammalian sperm cells) some do have
Lysosomes Present Not usually present

Cilia

Present in some cells

Not usually present, but
some do have

Meiosis |

Meiosis Il

2 Haploid cells are formed from a diploid
parent cell with half number of chromosomes

From 2 haploid cells,; 4 haploid cells are
formed with same number of chromosomes

Also called as “reduction division”; as
chromosome number in daughter cells is
reduced fo half

Also called as “equational division”; as
chromosome number in daughter cells is
same as the parent cell or just like mitosis

Prophase | is long with multiple stages
(leptotene, zygotene, pachytene, diplotene,
diakinesis)

Simpler prophase | without substages

Crossing over between homologous
chromosomes occur during pachytene of
prophase |

No crossing over

Homologous chromosomes are separated
during Anaphase

Sister chromatids are separated during
Anaphase

Cohesin is protected at centromeres by
shugoshin; that holds two chromatids of
homologous chromosomes together during
anaphase |

Cohesin is cleaved at centromeres for
separation of sister chromatids during
anaphase Il

The outcome is 2 haploid cells with duplicated
chromosomes or chromosomes with 2
chromatids

Four haploid cells with single set of
chromosomes; or chromosomes with a single
chromatid

There is an interphase before meiosis | where
germ cells prepare for division

Generally, meiosis |l directly proceeds from
meiosis | without a long duration interphase
as in mitosis
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Unknown subatomic particles

About 5 times the density of normal
matter

Gravity  Attracts other objects

Slows the expansion of the universe

~27%
www.majordifferences.com

Concentrated in galaxies and galaxy

clusters

Gravitational lensing, galaxy rotation

curves, and the cosmic microwave

background

WIMPs, axions, and sterile neutrinos

Unknown form of energy
Very low density, much less than
density of dark matter

Opposes the force of gravity
Accelerates the expansion of the
universe

~68%

Uniform throughout space

Accelerated expansion of the
universe

Cosmological constant,

Very limited

quintessence, and phantom energy

Very limited

Nucleus

Cytoskeleton

Nuclear envelope:
membrane enclosing
the nucleus. Protein-lined
pores allow material to
move in and out.
Chromatin: DNA plus
associated proteins.
Nucleolus:

condensed region

where ribosomes

are formed.

Peroxisome:
metabolizes
waste

Endoplasmic

Microtubules: form the
mitotic spindle and
maintain cell shape.
Centrosome: microtubule-
organizing center.
Intermediate filaments:
fibrous proteins that hold
organelles in place.
Microfilaments:

5 ) o fibrous proteins;
/ S form the cellular
/ \ cortex.

—— o
9

Lysosome:
digests food and|
waste materials.

Golgi apparatus:
modifies proteins.

reticulum

Rough: associated
with ribosomes;
makes secretory and
membrane proteins.
Smooth: makes lipids. -

@
‘Vacuole

Cytoplasm

Mitochondria:
produce energy.

@
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ILESTONES IN

INDIAN SPACE EXPLORATION

--0 2023

2019 O

Chandrayaan-2
launched

Mangalyaan, first
mission to Mars

1984 0
Rakesh Sharma
becomes the first
Indian in space

1975 O
Launch of
Aryabhata, India’s
first satellite

1963
First-ever
rocket launch
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Chandrayaan-3 lands
on the Moon's south pole

"o 2017

Launched 104 satellites
in 1 mission

"D 2008
Chandrayaan-1, first
mission to the Moon

b 1980
First successful
satellite launch
vehicle (SLV-3)

__0 1969
Formation of ISRO
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. DEFENCE & SECURITY

Global Arms Trade: Ukraine tops,
India ranks second (2020-24)

Context
e Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI) Report was released.

Details

e Ukraine became the largest arms importer
(8% of global imports) due to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

e India ranked second (3% share), though
imports declined 9.3% compared to 2015-19,
reflecting a shift toward domestic defence
production.

Ukraine’s Arms Imports

e Increased nearly 100 times from 2015-19.

e Top suppliers: United States (45%), Germany
(12%), Poland (11%).

India’s Defence Strategy

e Russia’s share in India's arms imports fell to
36% (from 55% in 2015-19), with
diversification to France (33%) and Israel
(13%).

e Aligns with India's Aatmanirbharta (self-
reliance) push—X1.115 trillion of X1.49 trillion
capital acquisition budget (2025-26) is for
domestic procurement.

Global Export Trends

¢ United States led with 43% share, followed by
France (9.6%) and Russia (7.8%).

e European arms imports surged 155%, driven
by Russia-Ukraine war.

About Stockholm International Peace Research

Institute (SIPRI)

e Founded in 1966, Sweden, SIPRI provides
data-driven insights on arms trade, military
expenditure and disarmament.

e Collaborates with United Nations (UN),
European Union (EU) and global policymakers
to promote peace and security.

Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas

Context
e The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has  successfully

conducted high-altitude trials of its Integrated
Life Support System (ILSS) for pilots onboard
the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas.

About DRDO
o Established: 1958
e Parent Agency: Ministry of Defence,
Government of India
e Objective: To make India self-reliant in
advanced defense technologies.
¢ Functions:
o Develop state-of-the-art sensors, weapon
systems, platforms and allied equipment.
o  Focus areas include aeronautics,
armaments, electronics, missiles, naval
systems, life sciences and advanced
computing.

About LCA Tejas

o Type: Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), Multirole
Fighter

e Manufacturer: Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL)

¢ Engine: Single-engine

o Features:
o Highly agile, multi-role fighter jet

designed for air-to-air and air-to-ground

combat.
o Quadruplex digital fly-by-wire flight
control system for superior

maneuverability.

o Built with advanced composite materials
to enhance strength and reduce weight.

o Variants: Tejas Mk1, Tejas Mk1A and
Tejas Mk2.

Global Terrorism Index 2025

Context

e Pakistan has become the world’s second-most
terrorism-affected country in 2025. The
country now ranks just behind Burkina Faso,
which topped the index.

Global Terrorism Index 2025
e The Global Terrorism Index 2025 report,
compiled by the Institute for Economics and
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Peace (IEP), ranks 163 countries based on the
impact of terrorism.

e The report uses data from 17 years of trends,
analyzing factors like attack frequency,
fatalities, injuries and hostages taken.

About Institute for Economics & Peace (IEP)

e Purpose: The IEP is an independent, non-
partisan think tank focusing on promoting
peace and providing valuable data for
decision-makers.

¢ Key Publications:

o Global Peace Index (GPI)
o Global Terrorism Index (GTI)
o Positive Peace Report

o Significance: The IEP's research aids
policymakers, researchers and the public in
understanding peace, conflict and terrorism.

e Headquarters: Sydney, Australia.

Indian Navy’s TROPEX 2025

Exercise

Context

e The Theatre Level Operational Exercise
(TROPEX) 2025, conducted by the Indian
Navy, took place.

e It was designed to validate operational
concepts and enhance India’s national
maritime security interests.

Key Components:

e AMPHEX: An amphibious exercise focusing
on joint military operations.

e Cyber and Electronic Warfare: Simulated
threats to test technological and defensive
capabilities.

e Tactical Scenarios: Designed to integrate
naval, air and land forces for joint operations.

Theatre of Operations:

e The exercise spanned a vast maritime area,
from the Strait of Hormuz to the Sunda and
Lombok Straits, reflecting the strategic and
global reach of India’s naval capabilities.

Cluster Munitions Convention

Context

e Lithuania became the first country to
withdraw from the Convention on Cluster
Munitions (CCM), citing security concerns

related to the ongoing Ukraine conflict and
the threat posed by Russia's invasion.

Details

e The Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM),
adopted in 2008, bans the use, production,
transfer and stockpiling of cluster munitions,
which pose risks to civilians due to
unexploded bomblets.

e It entered into force in 2010, with 112
ratifying countries. Non-signatories like the
U.S., Russia, China and India oppose it. The
treaty allows exceptions for certain weapons
with self-destruct mechanisms.

Akash Missile System

Context
o India sealed a $200 million deal to supply the
Akash missile system to the Philippines.

Details

e The Akash missile system is a versatile
surface-to-air missile, capable of targeting
aircraft, cruise missiles, and air-to-surface
missiles.

e With a range of 25 kilometers and a 60 kg
warhead, it is known for its mobility and
effectiveness in dynamic, real-world
situations.

e Operational since 2009 with the Indian Army
and Air Force, it has proven its reliability in air
defense.

Exercise Bongosagar 2025

Context

e Exercise Bongosagar 2025 involves the Indian
Navy and Bangladesh Navy in the Bay of
Bengal, aimed at enhancing operational
coordination, improving maritime security, and
promoting regional stability under India's
SAGAR initiative.

Key Details:

¢ Indian Navy’s Participation: INS Ranvir, a
Rajput-class Guided Missile Destroyer.

« Bangladesh Navy’s Participation: BNS Abu
Ubaidah, a vessel of the Bangladesh Navy.
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Significance of the Exercise:

e Strengthens India-Bangladesh Maritime
Relations, fostering defense and maritime
cooperation.

e Includes other exercises like Sampriti (Army)
and CORPAT (Coordinated Patrol).

e Promotes regional stability and maritime
security in the Bay of Bengal, a geopolitically
important area in the Indo-Pacific.

Sonic Weapons

Context

e Recently, the Serbian government has been
accused of using banned sonic weapons to
disperse protesters in Belgrade, raising
concerns about the growing use of such
weapons for crowd control.

What Are Sonic Weapons?

e Sonic weapons, also known as Acoustic
Weapons, emit loud, painful sounds over long
distances, designed to disrupt or incapacitate
individuals.

e These weapons can produce audible or
inaudible sound waves and may have
amplifiers to project commands over large
areas.

e Initially developed for military and crowd
control, sonic weapons have been used in
various operations, including by the U.S.
military in Iraqg (2004).

How Do Sonic Weapons Work?

e Sonic weapons use transducers, electronic
devices that convert electrical energy into
sound waves.

e The sound waves are highly concentrated,
amplified, and directed at specific targets.
Authorities can control the frequency, volume,
and duration of the emitted sound.

Exercise Varuna

Context

e The Indian and French navies have
commenced the 23rd edition of Exercise
Varuna in the Arabian Sea, an annual bilateral
naval exercise aimed at enhancing military
cooperation between India and France.

Key Details of Exercise Varuna 2025:
e Participants:
o India: INS Vikrant (aircraft carrier) & an
Indian Scorpene-class submarine.
o France: Charles de Gaulle (aircraft carrier)
along with fighter aircraft, destroyers, and
frigates.

History

e First held in 2001, Exercise Varuna has
evolved into a significant platform for
strengthening India-France defense relations.

UAVs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles)

Context

e Recently, Japan spotted two Chinese UAVs
near Okinawa. UAVs (Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles), often perceived as less threatening
than fighter jets, are increasingly gaining
attention for their strategic applications.

What Are UAVs?

e UAVs, or drones, are aircraft without onboard
pilots.

e Initially designed for military reconnaissance,
they have evolved to serve civilian uses as
well.

Why UAVs Are Seen as Less of a Threat:

e UAVs typically carry smaller and less powerful
weapons compared to fighter jets.

¢  Primarily used for monitoring, UAVs are often
unarmed.

e As they lack a pilot, they are perceived as less
threatening, as no human life is at risk.

e If a UAV is shot down, it is cheaper to replace
compared to a manned aircraft.

Military Applications:

e UAVs provide real-time data for long periods
(e.g., Heron drones used by India).

¢ UCAVs (Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicles)
are designed for combat missions, such as air-
to-ground attacks (MQ-9 Reaper, Ghatak).

e Swarm Drones: Multiple UAVs working
together (e.g., Israeli Defense Forces in Gaza).

o Kamikaze Drones: These drones crash into
targets with explosives (used in the Ukraine-
Russia war).

Indigenous Drones Developed by India:
« DRDO Abhyas: Target drone for training.
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« DRDO Ghatak: Combat UAV.
e Rustom-1 & 2: Surveillance and
reconnaissance drones.

e TAPAS-BH-201: Light combat drone.
o DRDO Netra: Surveillance drone for tracking
airborne and sea targets.
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. ECONOMY

India’s first Exploration Licence
Auction & Artificial Intelligence-
Driven Mineral Targeting
Hackathon

Context
e India's first Exploration Licence (EL) auction
was launched in Goa.

Details
e 13 exploration blocks with critical minerals
like Rare Earth Elements (REEs), zinc,

diamonds, copper and Platinum Group
Elements (PGE) were auctioned through a
transparent online process to boost private
sector participation and reduce import
dependency.

Artificial Intelligence-Driven Mineral Targeting

Hackathon:

e The Artificial Intelligence (Al) Hackathon
2025, themed "Mineral Targeting using
Artificial Intelligence”, was inaugurated to
leverage geoscience data for identifying
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mineral-rich zones, focusing on deep-seated
deposits.

Government Initiatives:

e Amendments to the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957
(MMDR Act) in 2023 facilitate systematic
exploration and private sector entry,
addressing legal gaps in mining.

Economic Impact:

¢ Revival of mining in Goa is expected to boost
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) and
strengthen the state’s economy.

India’s Infrastructure Milestones:
Second-Longest Road Network and
Third-Largest Metro Network

Context

e India has achieved remarkable progress in
infrastructure development- Union Home
Minister Amit Shah .

Road Network:

e India has the world’s second-longest road
network, with rapid expansion in highways
and rural roads.

e National highways grew by 60% in the last
decade, with 5 km of highways built daily.

¢ Enhanced connectivity has boosted economic
growth and regional integration.

Metro Network:

e India ranks third globally in metro networks,
with 1,011 km operational across 23 cities.

e 979 km of metro lines are under construction,
targeting 29 cities.

e Metro systems reduce congestion, promote
sustainability and improve urban mobility.

Key Developments in Gujarat:

e Gujarat leads in infrastructure, hosting the
world’s largest green energy park and Asia’s
largest green city.

NHAI (National Highways Authority of India):
o Established: 1988, operational in
1995.Ministry: Road Transport and Highways.

¢ Functions: NHDP implementation,
expressway construction, toll collection and
PPP projects.

Metro Rail Systems in India:

o First Metro: Kolkata (1984).Ministry: Housing
and Urban Affairs.

o Features: Electric rapid transit, multi-modal
integration and last-mile connectivity.

Oilfield Regulatory and
Development Amendment Bill 2024

Context

e The Lok Sabha has passed the Oilfield
(Regulatory and Development) Amendment
Bill, 2024, aiming to modernize regulations,
attract investments and boost oil and gas
exploration.

Key Features

o Simplified Regulations: Replaces multiple
licenses with a single petroleum lease,
delinking mining from petroleum operations.

e Ease of Doing Business: Reduces regulatory
burdens, fosters government-industry
collaboration and ensures a stable investment
environment.

¢ Technological Advancement: Promotes
Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage
(CCUS) and green hydrogen development.

e Support for Small Operators: Facilitates
resource and infrastructure sharing to
enhance the viability of small oil blocks.

¢ Enhanced Penalties & Dispute Resolution:

o Penalties: Up to 25 lakh for violations
and 10 lakh/day for continued
infractions.

o Dispute Resolution: Establishes an
adjudication authority and appellate
mechanism.

o Cooperative  Federalism: States retain
petroleum lease granting rights and royalty
collection powers.

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG)

o Established: 1947Role: Oversees exploration,
production, refining, marketing and energy
security.

o Key Initiatives: Hydrocarbon Exploration and
Licensing Policy (HELP); Pradhan Mantri
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Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY); City Gas Distribution
(CGD) Network Expansion;  Strategic
Petroleum Reserves; Biofuel Promotion.

Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage (CCUS)

o Definition: Captures and stores carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions from industries.

e Purpose: Mitigates climate change by
reducing CO2 emissions.

e Key Steps: Capture: Extracts CO2 from
industrial emissions; Transportation: Moves
CO2 to storage sites; Utilization: Uses CO2
for enhanced oil recovery & industrial
applications; Storage: Injects CO2 into
geological formations for long-term
containment.

India ranked 11th globally in
Pharmaceutical Exports in 2023

Context

e India ranked 11th globally in pharmaceutical
exports in 2023, contributing 3% of total
global exports- as per a Bain & Company
market analysis shared in the Rajya Sabha.

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)

About

e The National Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA) is a government regulatory
agency responsible for controlling the prices
of pharmaceutical drugs in India.

e Established in 1997, it operates as an attached
office of the Department of Pharmaceuticals
(DoP), Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.

e NPPA functions as an independent regulator
to ensure the availability and accessibility of
essential medicines at affordable prices. It
regularly publishes lists of medicines along
with their maximum ceiling prices.

Functions

¢ Implementation and enforcement of the
Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO).

e Handling legal matters arising from its
decisions.

e Monitoring drug availability, identifying
shortages and taking corrective measures.

e Maintaining data on production, exports,
imports, market share and company
profitability for bulk drugs and formulations.

¢ Conducting and sponsoring studies on drug
pricing and the pharmaceutical sector.

¢ Recruitment and appointment of officers and
staff as per government regulations.

e Advising the Central Government on drug
policy revisions.

e Assisting the government in parliamentary
matters related to drug pricing.

Price Monitoring and Resource Unit (PMRU)

Under the Consumer Awareness, Publicity and

Price Monitoring Scheme (CAPPMS), NPPA has

set up 12 Price Monitoring and Resource Units

(PMRUs) across various states and UTs. The goal is

to extend this initiative to all 36 states and UTs to

enhance outreach and ensure affordability of
medicines.

¢ PMRUs function under the direct supervision
of the State Drug Controller.

e They are registered as societies under The
Societies Registration Act, 1860.

e Their governing body includes state and
central government nominees, along with
other stakeholders.

e NPPA funds both their recurring and non-
recurring expenses.

Trivia

e On April 1, 2022, NPPA increased the prices
of over 800 medicines listed under the
National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM)
by more than 10%, based on Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) data from the Economic Advisor,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Role of the Department of Pharmaceuticals

o Established in July 2008 under the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers, this department
plays a crucial role in regulating and
promoting the pharmaceutical industry.

Key Objectives

e Strengthening India's position as a global
leader in pharmaceuticals.

e Ensuring quality, affordable medicines for
domestic and global markets.

¢ Promoting innovation, R&D and attracting
investment.

Key Functions

e Policy formulation for the pharmaceutical
sector. Drug price regulation and quality
control.

e Promotion of exports and international
collaborations. Support for R&D through
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government schemes. Investment facilitation
and infrastructure development.

Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APlIs)

APIs are the biologically active components of
medicines that produce the intended
therapeutic effects.

Significance of APIs

e Essential for drug efficacy and cost-
effectiveness. India is a major API producer,
but historically dependent on imports,
especially from China.PLI (Production-Linked
Incentive) schemes aim to boost domestic API
production and reduce import dependency.

Types of APIs

e Based on source: Synthetic, natural, semi-
synthetic.

e Based on therapeutic category: Antibiotics,
anti-inflammatory, cardiovascular, etc.

Regulatory Framework

e APIs are strictly regulated by CDSCO (India)
and global agencies like USFDA to ensure
quality, safety and efficacy.

India’s Venture Capital boom in
2024

Context

e India's Venture Capital (VC) funding surged
43% in 2024, reaching $13.7 billion, as per
Bain & Company.

e Deal activity rose 45%, with 1,270
transactions, making India the second-largest
VC market in the Asia-Pacific region.

Understanding Venture Capital

e Venture capital (VC) is a form of private equity
and a type of financing for startup companies
and small businesses with long-term growth
potential.

Investment Stages

e Seed Funding: Early-stage capital for concept
development.

e Early-Stage Funding (Series A, B, C): Scaling
and market expansion.

e Late-Stage Funding (Series D, E, etc.):
Expansion, acquisitions, IPO preparation.

Sectoral Growth in Venture Capital (VC) funding

e Consumer Technology: $5.4 billion (Zepto:
$1.4 billion, Meesho: $275 million, Lenskart:
$200 million).

e« Software and Software-as-a-Service (Saa$S):
$1.7 billion, driven by Generative Artificial
Intelligence (Al) and global expansion.

o Financial Technology (Fintech): Continued to
attract significant funding.

Key Policy Reforms

¢ Elimination of the angel tax (Note: It refers to
the income tax imposed by the government on
funds raised by unlisted companies or startups
when their valuation surpasses the fair market
value of the company) and;

¢ Reduction in Long-Term Capital Gains (LTCG)
tax. (Note: Long-term capital gains (LTCG) tax
on property is applicable when a property is
sold after being held for more than two years.
The gains are calculated as the difference
between the selling price and the indexed cost
of acquisition, which accounts for inflation.

o Simplification of Foreign Venture Capital
Investor (FVCI) registrations.

e Removal of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) exit process.

Exit

o Exit values reached $6.8 billion, with public
markets driving 75% of total exits. (Note: In
venture capital, an "exit mechanism" refers
to the process by which a venture capitalist
(VC) or investor sells their stake in a portfolio
company to realize a return on their
investment and common strategies include
Initial Public Offerings (IPOs), mergers and
acquisitions (M&A) and secondary sales).

« Initial Public Offerings (IPOs) surged 7 times,
showcasing the maturity of India’s startup
ecosystem. (Note: An Initial Public Offering
(IPO) iswhen a private company sells its
shares to the public for the first time to raise
equity capital. This process turns a private
company into a public one, allowing investors
to buy shares and potentially benefit from its
growth.)

Startup India: Boosting Entrepreneurship
e Launched in 2016 by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
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(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
to support startups through simplified
regulations, funding and incubation. It has
positioned India as a global startup hub,
driving economic growth and job creation.

India’s Housing Sector: Growth

amid Policy Reforms

Context

e The National Housing Bank (NHB) 2024
report highlights strong growth in the housing
sector. Outstanding individual housing loans
reached X33.53 lakh crore (September 2024),
marking a 14% year-on-year (Y-o-Y) increase.
The NHB-RESIDEX House Price Index
recorded an 8% Y-o-Y rise in housing prices.

Government Initiatives

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)

e PMAY-Gramin (PMAY-G) & PMAY-Urban
(PMAY-U) enhanced housing accessibility.

e PMAY 2.0 aims to boost affordable housing,
especially in Tier-1l and Tier-lll cities.

e Urban Infrastructure Development Fund
(UIDF) and Affordable Rental Housing
Complexes (ARHC) support sectoral growth.

Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA)

o Established under the Real Estate (Regulation
and Development) Act, 2016.

e Ensures transparency, accountability and
timely completion of projects.

e Provides a fast-track dispute resolution
mechanism for buyers.

Loan Distribution

e Economically Weaker Section (EWS) & Low-
Income Group (LIG): 39% of total loans.

e Middle-Income Group (MIG): 44%.High-
Income Group (HIG): 17%.

Technological Advancements

o Digitization of land records and Transit-
Oriented Development (TOD) reshape
housing markets.

e Artificial Intelligence (Al) & Blockchain
enhance transparency and efficiency in
property transactions.

E-Shram Portal: Empowering India’s Unorganised
Workforce

Key Highlights

e Over 68 crore unorganised workers have
registered on the E-Shram portal.

¢ Women constitute 68% of total registrations,
reflecting their active participation.

Purpose of the E-Shram Portal

e Launched by the Ministry of Labour and
Employment to create a centralized database
of unorganised workers.

o Facilitates access to social security schemes
and improves the delivery of welfare benefits.

Demographics & Sectors

e Major sectors: Agriculture, Construction,
Domestic Work.

e Highest registrations from Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh.

Benefits for Workers

e Accidental insurance under the Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY).

e Helps in implementing targeted welfare
schemes.

Additional Information

E-Shram Portal

e Launched: August 2021

e Objective: Comprehensive database of
unorganised workers.

e Features:

o Provides a Unique Identification Number
(UAN).

o Facilitates access to healthcare, insurance
and pension schemes.

o Significance: A major step toward formalizing
the unorganised sector, which makes up over
90% of India’s workforce.

Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY)

e Launched: 2015

e Objective: Affordable accidental insurance.

e Coverage:

o X2 lakh for accidental death or permanent
total disability.
o X1 lakh for permanent partial disability.
o Eligibility:18-70 years, with a bank account.

Unorganised Sector in India
¢ Definition: Workers outside formal regulations
and social security mechanisms.
¢ Characteristics:
o Informal employment, lack of job security
and limited social protection.

¢ Significance:
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o Employs a large share of India’s workforce Incentive Scheme to boost UPI
and |s: .cruaal to the economy. transactions
¢ Vulnerabilities:
Context

o Prone to economic shocks, health risks
and exploitation, necessitating targeted
welfare measures.

India’s Goods Trade deficit hits 42-
Month Low

Context

e India’s goods trade deficit fell to a 42-month
low of $14.05 billion in February 2025, as per
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. This
improvement is driven by a sharp decline in
gold, silver and crude oil imports, reflecting
changing trade dynamics and economic

adjustments.

Key Trade Figures

e Imports: Fell to a 22-month low of $50.9
billion.

o Exports: Valued at $36.9 billion.

Sector-Wise Trends

e Gold & Silver Imports: Dropped to $2.7 billion
(lowest since June 2024).

e Crude & Petroleum Imports: Declined to
$11.89 billion (lowest since July 2023).

Year-on-Year Trends

o Exports dipped by 84% (due to the base year
effect of the leap month).

¢ Imports shrank by 3% compared to last year.

Economic Implications

e The trade deficit was much lower than the
$23 billion average for the first 10 months of
FY2025.

e Economists predict a current account surplus
of $5 billion (5% of GDP) in Q4 FY2025.

Understanding Trade Deficit

e A trade deficit occurs when a country’s
imports exceed its exports.

o It impacts foreign exchange reserves, inflation
and economic stability.

e The Union Cabinet has approved a %1,500
crore incentive scheme to promote small-
value UPI transactions (Person-to-Merchant
or P2M) for FY 2024-25.

e This initiative aims to expand digital payments,
especially among small merchants and rural
areas, fostering financial inclusion.

Key Highlights

Incentive Structure

e 15% incentive per transaction for acquiring
banks.

e 80% of the claim amount to be disbursed
upfront.

e Remaining 20% linked to performance
metrics, including:
o System uptime above 99.5%.
o Technical decline rate below 0.75%.

Focus Areas

e Expanding UPI adoption in Tier-3 to Tier-6
towns and rural regions.

e Promoting UPI Lite for offline digital
transactions.

Benefits of the Scheme

e Encourages financial inclusion by making
digital payments more accessible.

e Supports a less-cash economy, ensuring faster
cash flow and better credit access for small
businesses.

Additional Information

Unified Payments Interface (UPI)

¢ Areal-time payment system developed by the
National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI).

e Launched in 2016, enabling instant bank-to-
bank transfers via mobile devices.

Key Features of UPI

¢ Interoperability across banks.

¢ QR code-based payments support.

e Transactions via mobile numbers or UPI IDs.

DIGIDHAN Mission

o Established to promote digital payments and
strengthen India’s digital infrastructure.

e Focus areas:
o Increasing merchant on boarding for

digital payments.

The March 2025 Edition

\Dﬂsé | 40



APTI PLUS

Academy for Civil Services Pyt. Ltd.
CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

WBCS

A House Journal APTI PLUS

GAZETTE

o Enhancing QR code and POS terminal
availability.
This scheme aligns with India’s vision of a digital
economy and is crucial for WBCS Prelims,
covering economy, governance and financial
inclusion.

SEBI partners with Digilocker to

reduce Unclaimed Assets

Context

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) has collaborated with DigiLocker, a
government-backed digital document storage
platform, to tackle the issue of unclaimed
assets in the Indian securities market.

e This initiative aims to enhance investor
protection and simplify financial asset
management.

Key Features of the Initiative

Access to Financial Holdings

e Investors can now store and access their
demat account holdings, mutual fund
statements and Consolidated Account
Statements (CAS) via DigiLocker.

e This expands DigiLocker's services, which
already include bank account statements,
insurance policies and NPS account details.

Nomination Facility

e Users can appoint Data Access Nominees
within DigiLocker.

e In case of the user’s demise, nominees receive
read-only access to the DigiLocker account,
ensuring a seamless transfer of financial
information.

Automated Notifications

¢ Upon notification of the user’s demise by KYC
Registration Agencies (KRAs), DigiLocker will
automatically alert nominees via SMS and
email.

e This facilitates the asset transmission process
with relevant financial institutions.

Benefits for Investors

e Minimizing Unclaimed Assets: Reduces
dormant accounts and unclaimed dividends by
ensuring timely access to financial data.

¢ Simplified Asset Transmission: Nominees can
easily manage financial assets, reducing
delays and legal complexities.

¢ Enhanced Transparency: Consolidates
financial holdings in a single digital platform,
improving accessibility for investors and their
families.

Additional Information
About SEBI
e Regulatory authority for India’s securities and
commodity markets.
e Established in 1988; granted statutory powers
in 1992.
¢ Objectives:
o Protecting investors' interests.
o Developing the securities market.
o Regulating market practices to ensure
transparency.
About DigiLocker
e A flagship initiative under the Digital India
programme, launched by the Ministry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY).
e Provides a secure, cloud-based platform for
storing and sharing digital documents.
o Key features:
o Integration with government and private
services.
o Access to Aadhaar, PAN, driving licenses
and educational certificates.

Anti-Dumping Duty on Trichloro

Isocyanuric Acid

Context

¢ India has imposed an anti-dumping duty on
Trichloro isocyanuric acid, a water treatment
chemical from China and Japan, ranging up to
USD 986 per tonne.

e The duty aims to protect domestic
manufacturers from unfair competition by
imports priced below production cost, which
were harming local industries.

Purpose:

e Shield domestic industries: Prevents harm
from cheap imports.

e Ensure fair competition: Aligns with WTO
guidelines for a level playing field.

Key Details:
e The Directorate General of Trade Remedies
recommended the duty after an investigation
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showed material injury to Indian
manufacturers.
The duty will last for five years unless

amended.

Anti-dumping duty

Anti-dumping duty is a tariff on imports priced
below fair market value to protect domestic
industries from unfair trade practices, as per
WTO rules. The DGTR plays a vital role in
regulating such measures.

GRIDCON 2025

Context

GRIDCON 2025, held from March 9, 2025, at
Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Delhi, is an
international conference and exhibition
focused on innovations in grid resilience.
Organized by Power Grid Corporation of India
Limited (POWERGRID)the event aims to
explore advancements in energy generation,
transmission and consumption.

Key Highlights:

Modified Ethanol

Theme: Focus on ‘"Innovations in Grid
Resilience", with discussions on integrating
renewable energy, enhancing grid resilience
and promoting digital transformation.
GRIDCON 2025 serves as a platform for
global collaboration and knowledge sharing to
advance grid technologies and improve energy
infrastructure.

Scheme for

Cooperative Sugar Mills
Context

The Government of India has introduced a
modified ethanol scheme to enable
cooperative sugar mills to produce ethanol
year-round, addressing seasonal production
bottlenecks and promoting consistent ethanol

supply.

Key Obijectives:

Year-Round Production: Ensures continuous
ethanol production, eliminating the reliance on
the traditional crushing season.

Economic Support: Boosts income for
cooperative sugar mills and sugarcane farmers,
benefiting the rural economy.

Energy Security: Promotes domestic ethanol
production, supporting higher ethanol
blending in petrol and reducing dependence
on imported fossil fuels.

Related Programs:

Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme:
Aims to blend ethanol with petrol, reducing
crude oil imports, boosting farmers’' income
and promoting cleaner fuel. The target is 20%
ethanol blending by 2025-26.

Bima-ASBA

Context

The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) has launched Bima-
ASBA (Bima Applications Supported by
Blocked Amount) to streamline premium
payments for life and health insurance
policies.

Details

The system, which comes into effect on
March 1, 2025, allows policyholders to
authorize a one-time UPI mandate (OTM) to
block funds in their bank accounts for
premium payments. The amount remains
blocked until the insurer accepts the policy
proposal, ensuring greater transparency and
security.

How Does Bima-ASBA Work?

The Bima-ASBA system uses UPI to set up a
one-time mandate for premium payments.
The funds are blocked in the bank account,
but not debited immediately. If the policy is
accepted, the insurer debits the amount. If
rejected or cancelled, the full amount is
released back to the policyholder’s account.
This process ensures full control over the
funds until the underwriting process is
complete.

What Are the Key Benefits of Bima-ASBA?

Mandatory for Insurers: All life and health
insurers must offer the Bima-ASBA facility by
March 1, 2025. Customers can choose
between Bima-ASBA or traditional payment
methods.
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e No Extra Charges: The service is free, with no
processing fees or hidden costs.

e Funds Blocked for Maximum 14 Days: The
premium amount is blocked for up to 14 days
or until the underwriting decision is made. If
no decision is made within this time, the
amount is automatically released.

o Immediate Refunds for Rejected Policies: If a
policy is rejected, the blocked amount is

. SPORTS

Hockey India honours top players
at 7th Annual Awards

In News:

e Celebrating 100 years of Indian hockey and
the 1975 Men’s World Cup victory, the 7th
Hockey India Annual Awards recognized
outstanding players.

e Harmanpreet Singh: Balbir Singh Senior
Player of the Year (Men)

e Savita Punia: Balbir Singh Senior Player of the
Year (Women)&Baljit Singh Goalkeeper of the
Year

Achievements

e Harmanpreet led India to Olympic bronze in
Tokyo 2021 & Paris 2024.

e Savita was instrumental in India’'s Tokyo
Olympics campaign.

Key Highlights

e The 1975 Men’s World Cup-winning team
received the Major Dhyan Chand Lifetime
Achievement Award.

o Dignitaries: Kiren Rijiju, Hockey India
President Dilip Tirkey and Secretary General
Bhola Nath Singh.

India shines at Special Olympics
Winter Games 2025

Context

e India delivered a stellar performance at the
Special Olympics World Winter Games 2025
in Turin, Italy, securing 33 medals:

Y8 Gold | ¥ 18 Silver | ¥ 7 Bronze

refunded within one working day, ensuring a
smooth process.

¢ Real-Time Notifications: Policyholders receive
instant updates at each stage—when the
amount is blocked, debited, and released.

¢ Bank Collaboration: Insurers must work with
banks to ensure smooth UPI transactions and
comply with regulations.

Key Highlights
¢ Snowshoeing: 10 medals, including 4 on the
final day.
o Vasu Tiwari, Shalini Chauhan, Tanya:
Silver (25m Snowshoeing)
o Jahangir: Bronze (25m Snowshoeing)
¢ Alpine Skiing: 10 medals.
o Radha Devi, Nirmala Devi: Silver
(Intermediate Slalom, FO1 & FO4)
o Abhishek Kumar: Silver (Novice Slalom,
MO02)
e Snowboarding: 6 medals.
o Short Track Speed Skating: 4 medals.
¢ Cross Country Skiing: 2 medals.
e Floorball: Bronze (Indian Women'’s Traditional
Team).

About Special Olympics

e Founded: 1977 | Held Every 4 Years

e 2025 Edition: First time in Italy.

e Special Olympics Bharat (est. 2001):
Empowers over 5 million Indian athletes with
intellectual disabilities.

India dominates World Para
Athletics Grand Prix 2025

Context

e At the World Para Athletics Grand Prix 2025
in New Delhi, India topped the tally with 134
medals: Y45 Gold, ¥ 40 Silver, ¥ 49
Bronze.

Key Highlights

e Men’s 200m T35: Vinay (58s), Abhishek
Babasaheb Jadhav (55s)

e Men’s 200m T44: Mit Bharatbhai Patel (68s)
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e Men’s Shot Put F11-F20: Podium sweep Sagar
(47m), Janka Singh (91m), Balaji Rajendran
(89m)

e Women's Discus Throw F56-F57: Fatima,
Suman Bala, Asha Jalandar

Paralympic Committee of India (PCI)
o Established: 1992 | Mission: Inclusivity &
excellence in para-sports.

2nd Asian Yogasana Championship
Context
¢ India to host in March 2025.

Details

e Organized by: Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, SAl and Yogasana Bharat

e Objective: Promote Yogasana as a competitive
sport while honoring its cultural roots.

Asian Yogasana Championship

e Premier Continental Event for Yogasana
athletes in Asia.

e First Edition: Successfully held, paving the
way for the sport’s regional growth.

FIFA Ban: Pakistan, Russia and
Congo out of 2026 World Cup

Historical Context:
e Since 1950, FIFA has banned 17 countries for
regulation breaches.

FIFA Ban: Pakistan, Russia and Congo Out of

2026 World Cup

e Pakistan: Banned for administrative failures
and not adopting a revised constitution.

¢ Russia: Excluded due to geopolitical sanctions
over the Ukraine invasion.

e Congo: Penalized for third-party interference
in football governance.

Fédération Internationale de Football Association
(FIFA): Global Football Governing Body
e Founded: 21 May 1904
e Headquarters: Zurich, Switzerland
e Membership: 211 national associations,
grouped into six regional confederations:
o Union of European Football Associations
(UEFA) - Europe
o Asian Football Confederation (AFC) - Asia

o Confederation of African Football (CAF) -
Africa

o Confederation of North, Central America
and Caribbean Association Football
(CONCACAF) - North & Central America
and the Caribbean

o South American Football Confederation
(CONMEBOL) - South America

o Oceania Football Confederation (OFC) -
Oceania

Role & Responsibilities

o Governs association football, futsal and beach
soccer.

e Organizes major international tournaments
such as the FIFA World Cup (since 1930) and
FIFA Women's World Cup (since 1991).

e Promotes integrity, fair play and football
development worldwide.

Special Olympics Bharat sends
Largest-ever Contingent to Winter

Games

Context

e Special Olympics Bharat is sending its largest-
ever contingent to the 2025 Special Olympics
World Winter Games in Turin, Italy.

About Special Olympics

e Special Olympics is the world’s largest sports
organization for children and adults with
intellectual disabilities, providing year-round
training and competitions in 172 countries.

e The World Winter Games have been a part of
Special Olympics since 1977 and the event
alternates between summer and winter games
every two years.

Sports in Special Olympics

e Official Summer Sports: Athletics (track and
field), Badminton, Basketball, Bocce, Bowling,
Cycling, Equestrian, Football (Soccer), Golf,
Gymnastics (artistic and rhythmic), Handball,
Judo, Powerlifting, Roller Skating, Sailing,
Softball, Swimming, Table Tennis, Tennis,
Volleyball.

o Official Winter Sports: Alpine Skiing, Cross-
country Skiing, Figure Skating, Floorball, Floor
Hockey, Short Track Speed Skating,
Snowboarding, Snowshoeing, Speedskating.
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e Recognized Sports: Cricket, Kayaking. India wins the ICC Champions
o Demonstration Sports: Stick Shooting. Trophy 2025
Context:

India wins Fifth Asian Women’s
Kabaddi Championship title

Context

e The Indian women’s kabaddi team clinched
their fifth title at the 2025 Asian Women'’s
Kabaddi Championship, defeating Iran 32-25
in the final.

Details

e Location: Tehran, Iran

e Dates: March 6-8, 2025

Group Stage Performance

¢ India topped Pool A, securing victories over
Bangladesh, Thailand and Malaysia, with a
remarkable +150 score difference.

Semifinal Performance

e India triumphed over Nepal with a dominant
56-18 score, advancing to the final.

Historical Context and Significance

¢ India remains the most successful team in the
tournament’s history, with South Korea being
the only other nation to win the title, back in
2016.

Pranav Venkatesh wins World
Junior Chess Championship 2025

Context

e Indian Grandmaster Pranav Venkatesh
emerged victorious at the World Junior Chess
Championship 2025 held in Petrovac,
Montenegro, concluding on March 7, 2025.

Performance Highlights

e Finished undefeated with an impressive 9/11
points.

e Competed against 157 participants from
around the world.

Significance and Achievements

e First Indian to win the title since Abhijeet
Gupta in 2008.

¢ Became the fourth Indian to achieve this feat,
following in the footsteps of Viswanathan
Anand (1987), Pentala Harikrishna (2004) and
Abhijeet Gupta (2008).

e Grandmaster Status: He became India’s 75th
Grandmaster at the age of 15 in 2022.

¢ India clinched the ICC Champions Trophy
2025 title by defeating New Zealand by four
wickets in the final match held on March 9,
2025, in Dubai.

Key Performances:

¢ Rohit Sharma played a match-winning knock,
scoring 76 runs off 83 balls.

e KL Rahul remained unbeaten with 34 runs,
guiding India to victory.

Key Performance in Champions Trophy:

e Rachin Ravindra from New Zealand won the
Golden Bat in the ICC Champions Trophy
2025. He achieved this honour by scoring 263
runs in just four innings, with an impressive
average of 65.75 and a strike rate of 112.

e In the 2025 ICC Champions Trophy, historic
records were set, with Australia scoring the
highest-ever team total of 356/5 against
England in Lahore. England followed closely
with 351/8 in the same tournament. Notably,
Ben Duckett of England achieved the highest
individual score of 165 against Australia,
surpassing previous records like Nathan
Astle's 145* for New Zealand in 2004.

India’s Triumph:

e This victory marked India’s third Champions
Trophy win after previous victories in 2002
and 2013.

e India remained unbeaten throughout the
tournament, defeating teams like Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Australia and New Zealand.

Champions Trophy:

e The Champions Trophy started as the ICC
Knockout Cup in 1998 and was renamed in
2002.

e India and Australia have both won the
tournament twice, with India’s second win in
2002 being shared with Sri Lanka.

e Australia is the only team to successfully
defend the title, winning in 2006 and 2009.

e Since 2009, Australia has not won a single
match, losing three and having three matches
abandoned due to rain.
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e New Zealand won the Champions Trophy in
2000, their first ICC trophy and also won the
World Test Championship in 2021.

e Chris Gayle of West Indies scored 791 runs,
the most in Champions Trophy history.

e Kyle Mills of New Zealand holds the record
with 28 wickets. No Indian player is in the top
10 wicket-takers.

e The 2009 Champions Trophy was the first to
use the Decision Review System (DRS).

e South Africa won the inaugural Champions
Trophy in 1998, the only ICC trophy won by
their senior men’s team.

Japan qualifies for 2026 FIFA World
Cup

Context

e Japan becomes the first team to qualify for
the 2026 FIFA World Cup after the host
nations, securing a 2-0 victory over Bahrain
on March 20, 2025.

Other Qualifiers:

e Australia: 5-1 win over Indonesia, boosting
qualification hopes.

e South Korea: 1-1 draw with Oman, remains
Group B leader.

Khelo India Para Games 2025:

Anthem, Mascot and Logo unveiled
In News

¢ Event Dates: March 20-27, 2025

e Location: New Delhi (Three venues)

Key Launches:

e Anthem: Unveiled by Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya. Lyrics:  "Khelegakhelegamera
India, jeetegajeetegamera India."

e Mascot: ‘Ujjwala’, symbolizing resilience,
unveiled by Raksha Nikhil Khadse.

e Logo: Featuring Delhi landmarks, unveiled by
Devendra Jhajharia and Sminu Jindal.

Athletes & Disciplines:

e 1,300+ para-athletes will compete in six
sports: para-archery, para-athletics, para-
badminton, para-powerlifting, para-shooting,
para-table tennis.

e Notable athletes: Harvinder Singh (para-
archery), Praveen Kumar (high jump).

IPL 2025: MAJOR RULE CHANGES

o Lifting of the Saliva Ban: Bowlers, especially
pacers, can now use saliva to shine the ball,
restoring swing and reverse swing to the
game, which had diminished in recent seasons.

¢ Second Ball in Night Matches: To address the
dew factor, a second ball will be introduced
after the 11th over in the second innings of
evening games, ensuring a more level playing
field and strategic competition.

¢ Impact Player Rule Extended to 2027: Teams
can substitute one player during a match,
adding flexibility in team combinations. This
rule aims to provide more opportunities for
uncapped Indian players, though some players
have expressed concerns about its strategic
impact.

¢ Expansion of DRS to Include Wide and Height
Decisions: DRS now covers wide and high no-
balls, ensuring greater accuracy and fairness in
umpiring, preventing controversial decisions.

Indian Long-distance runner
Archana Jadhav banned for Four

years over Doping Violation

Context

¢ Indian long-distance runner Archana Jadhav
has received a four-year ban from World
Athletics' Athletes Integrity Unit (AIU) after
testing positive for Oxandrolone, a banned
anabolic steroid.

World Athletics' Athletes Integrity Unit (AlU)

e The Athletics Integrity Unit (AlU), established
by World Athletics in April 2017, is a Monaco-
based organization dedicated to combatting
doping and addressing ethical misconduct
within athletics.

e It operates independently from World
Athletics to fulfill the World Anti-Doping
Code requirements and is currently headed by
Brett Clothier.

Kabaddi World Cup 2025

Context

e The Kabaddi World Cup 2025 is set to create
history as it kicks off in England, marking the
first time the tournament is being hosted
outside Asia.
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e The Indian men's team will begin their
campaign against Italy in the opening match at
Wolverhampton, located in the West
Midlands region of the United Kingdom.

Tournament Overview:

e Duration: 7 days, featuring over 60 matches
across multiple venues, including Birmingham,
Coventry, Walsall and Wolverhampton.

e Men’s Competition Format:

o Group A: Pakistan, England, Canada, Iran
and Kenya.
o Group B: India, Italy, Scotland, Wales and
China.
¢ Women’s Competition Format:
o Group D: India, Wales and Poland.
o Group E: England, Canada and Kenya.

India’s Kabaddi Legacy:

e The Kabaddi World Cup 2025 is the second
edition of the tournament organized by World
Kabaddi, following the 2019 edition in
Malaysia, where India triumphed in both the
men’s and women’s competitions.

e This edition differs from the International
Kabaddi Federation (IKF) World Cup, which
has traditionally been held in India.

Hockey Jharkhand crowned 15th
Hockey India Senior Women

National Champion

Context

e The 15th Hockey India Senior Women
National Championship 2025 concluded with
a historic victory for Hockey Jharkhand, who
triumphed over the defending champions
Hockey Haryana in a thrilling final held at the
Tau Devi Lal Complex, Panchkula, Haryana.

e This victory marked Hockey Jharkhand’s first-
ever national title in Indian women'’s hockey.

History of the Hockey India Senior Women

National Championship

e The tournament began in 2011, with Indian
Railways winning the inaugural edition and
holding the record for the most titles (8).

¢ Hockey Haryana has won 3 titles, followed by
Hockey Madhya Pradesh with 2.

¢ Hockey Odisha and Hockey Jharkhand have
each won 1 title.

Previous Champions:

e 2024 (14th Edition) - Hockey Haryana

e 2023 (13th Edition) - Indian Railways

e 2022 (12th Edition) - Hockey Madhya
Pradesh

About Hockey India:

o Establishedin 2009, Hockey India serves as
the governing body for hockey in India,
responsible for organizing national and
international tournaments.

e President: Dileep Tirkey

¢ Headquarters: New Delhi

Mumbai Indians won the Women's
Premier League 2025 Final

Context

¢ Mumbai Indians triumphed in the WPL 2025
final, securing their second title in three
seasons, with an 8-run victory over Delhi
Capitals at the Brabourne Stadium.

Awards:
¢ Player of the Match: Harmanpreet Kaur
e Player of the Series: Nat Sciver-Brunt

Commonwealth Games Federation
rebrands as ‘Commonwealth Sport’
on Commonwealth Day 2025

Context

e On Commonwealth Day 2025, the
Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF)
officially announced its rebranding to
Commonwealth Sport.

Why the Name Change?

e The change reflects the organization’s broader
vision of strengthening its identity and
expanding its role in the global sports
community.

e While the legal entity remains the
Commonwealth Games Federation, the public
identity and branding will now be under the
new Commonwealth Sport banner.

Role of King Charles in the Rebranding

e A significant moment in the rebranding was
marked by the inaugural Commonwealth
Sport King's Baton Relay for the Glasgow
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2026 Commonwealth Games, launched by
King Charles lll, Patron of Commonwealth
Sport.

e  On Commonwealth Day, King Charles placed a
personal message inside the baton, which was
received by Sir Chris Hoy, marking the 500-
day countdown to the Glasgow 2026 Games.

The Longest-Ever Baton Relay

e The King’s Baton Relay for Glasgow 2026 will
be the longest in Commonwealth Games
history, traveling across 74 nations and
territories, celebrating global unity, promoting
athletes and reinforcing the message of sports
as a catalyst for social change and
development.

Achanta Sharath Kamal retires

Context

e Achanta Sharath Kamal, India's table tennis
player, has announced his retirement from
professional table tennis.

Career Achievements:

¢ Five-time Olympian and India’s highest-
ranked table tennis player at world rank 42
(as of 2025).

e 10-time National Singles Champion, making
him one of the most decorated Indian
paddlers.

e Asian Games Double Medallist and 13-time
medalist at the Commonwealth Games.

e« Won gold in men’s singles and men’s team at
the 2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games.

e Achieved four medals (three gold and one
silver) at the 2022 Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.

e Highest world ranking of 30 during the peak
of his career.

Paris Olympics & Future Role:

e Serving as Co-Chair of the International Table
Tennis Federation’s Athletes Commission,
Sharath ensures global representation for
Indian table tennis.

e Actively setting up a Table Tennis Academy in
collaboration with the Tamil Nadu Sports
Development Authority to contribute to the
growth of the sport.

Steve Smith’s retirement from One-

Day Internationals

Context

e Steve Smith, the Australian cricketing great,
has announced his retirement from One-Day
Internationals (ODIs).

Key Highlights:

¢ Retirement Announcement: Steve Smith has
officially retired from ODIs, marking the end
of a remarkable career in the format.

« Final ODI Appearance: Smith's last ODI match
was in the Champions Trophy semifinal
against India in Dubai, where he scored a top
score of 73 runs in a losing effort.

ODI Career Stats:

e Steve Smith's ODI career includes 170
matches played, 5800 runs scored and a
batting average of 43.28 with a strike rate of
86.96. He scored 12 centuries and 35 half-
centuries, with his highest score being 164
against New Zealand in 2016.

e Additionally, Smith took 28 wickets, having
initially debuted as a leg-spin all-rounder and
caught 90 balls. He ranks as the 12th highest
run-scorer for Australia in ODls.

Continued Availability for Other Formats:
e Smith will continue to focus on Test cricket
and T20 Internationals.

Brandon Holt’s victory at the 2025
Bengaluru Open ATP 125

Challenger?

Context

e Brandon Holt clinched the 2025 Bengaluru
Open ATP 125 Challenger title, showcasing
his skill and resilience in an electrifying final.
Here's a look at the key details of the
tournament:

Tournament Overview:

¢ The Bengaluru Open was the fourth and final
ATP Challenger event in India for 2025,
following the Chennai Open, Delhi Open and
Maharashtra Open.
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Brandon Holt’s Victory:

e Opponent: Shintaro Mochizuki (Japan). Final
Score: 6-3, 6-3

e Holt secured his first ATP Challenger 125 title
of the year after a powerful and precise
performance.

e Prize: $28,400 and 125 ATP points.

Doubles Championship:

e Doubles Winners: Anirudh Chandrasekar
(India) and Ray Ho (Chinese Taipei)

e They defeated the Australian pair of Blake
Bayldon and Matthew Christopher Romios 6-
2, 6-4.

e This was Chandrasekar’s sixth ATP Challenger
title.

Virat Kohli becomes Seventh Indian
Cricketer to play 300 ODIs

Context

e Virat Kohli reached a significant milestone on
March 2, 2025, by playing his 300th ODI
against New Zealand in the Champions
Trophy in Dubai.

¢ He became the 7th Indian cricketer and 22nd
globally to achieve this feat.

Top Indian Players with Most ODls:

¢ Sachin Tendulkar: 463 matches

e MS Dhoni: 347 matches

e Virat Kohli: 300 matches (as of March 2025)

Pankaj Advani wins 2025 Asian

Snooker Championship
e Event: 2025 Asian Snooker Championship
e Champion: Pankaj Advani (India)
o Final Victory: Defeated Amir Sarkosh
(Iran) 4-1
o 14th Asian Title: A combination of
snooker and billiards titles.
e Other Winners:
o Women’s Title: Narantuya Bayarsaikhan
(Mongolia) defeated Ng On Yee (Hong
Kong, China).
o Men’s Under-21 Title: Shaheen Sabzi
(Iran) defeated Zihao Dong (China).
o Semifinalists:
o Advani defeated Chang Yu Kiu (Hong
Kong) in the semifinals.

o Narantuya Bayarsaikhan defeated
Anupama Ramachandran (India).

e Organizing Body: Asian Confederation of
Billiards Sports (ACBS), headquartered in
Doha, Qatar.

¢ Additional Details:

o ACBS was established in 1984, governing
non-professional English billiards and
snooker in Asia.

o The event took place from February 15-
21, 2025 in Doha, Qatar.

Saurav Ghosal's India's Squash
Legend

Context

e Saurav Ghosal, India's squash legend, made a
strong return from retirement by winning the
Octane Sydney Classic title.

Career Highlights:

e Former World No. 10.

e 12 medals in Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games.

o India’s most decorated squash player.

Virat Kohli Breaks Tendulkar’s
Record For Fastest 14,000 Runs

Context

¢ Virat Kohli became the fastest batter to reach
14,000 ODI runs in just 287 innings,
surpassing Sachin Tendulkar (350 innings) and
Kumar Sangakkara (378 innings).

e He achieved this feat during India’s
Champions Trophy 2025 match against
Pakistan in Dubai, scoring an unbeaten
century (51st ODI ton).

Key Highlights:

e Fastest to 14,000 ODI Runs: Kohli (287
innings) surpassed Tendulkar (350 innings) and
Sangakkara (378 innings).

e Milestone Match: India vs Pakistan,
Champions Trophy 2025, Dubai.

e Performance: Kohli scored 100 runs, hitting
the winning runs in India’s successful chase of
242,

Kohli’'s ODI Milestones:
o Fastest to every 1,000-run milestone since
8,000 runs in 2017.
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e 3rd Highest ODI Run-Scorer: 14,085 runs
(after Tendulkar and Sangakkara).

e Most ODI Centuries: 51 (breaking Tendulkar’s
record of 49).

Additional Achievements:

e Most Catches in ODIs for India: 158.

e Fastest 1,000 Runs Progression: Reached
14,000 from 13,000 in just 10 innings.

Ranji Trophy

Context

e« The Ranji Trophy, India's premier domestic
cricket tournament, has been a symbol of the
country's cricketing tradition since 1934.

e Named after Maharaja Ranjitsinhji, the first
Indian to play international cricket, the
tournament has seen remarkable
performances over the decades.

Details

e Inception: The first match was held on
November 4, 1934, at Chepauk Ground,
where Madras defeated Mysore by an innings
and 23 runs.

e Format Evolution: Initially a knockout, it
evolved into a league-and-knockout format to
accommodate increasing teams. Today, 38
teams participate, including state sides and
institutions like Services and Railways.

Mohammed Shami joins Elite Club
with 200 ODI Wickets

Context

¢ Indian pacer Mohammed Shami made history
by becoming the fastest Indian bowler to
claim 200 ODI wickets during the India vs
Bangladesh match at the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 in Dubai.

e Shami achieved this in 110 matches,
surpassing Ajit Agarkar's previous record of
133 matches.

Details

o Fastest Indian to 200 ODI Wickets: Surpassed
Agarkar's record. Shami is now the eighth
Indian bowler to reach this milestone.

e Global Milestone: Joint second fastest
globally, alongside Saqlain Mushtaq (110

matches). Only Mitchell Starc (102 matches)
reached this milestone faster.

e Record in ICC ODI Events: Shami became
India’s highest wicket-taker in ICC ODI events
with 60 wickets in 19 matches, surpassing
Zaheer Khan's 59 wickets.

o Best Strike Rate in ICC ODI Events: Holds the
best strike rate (15.5) among bowlers with at
least 50 wickets in ICC events.

Rohit Sharma becomes Second
Fastest to 11,000 ODI Runs

Context

e Indian captain Rohit Sharma became the
second fastest to reach 11,000 ODI runs
during the Champions Trophy 2025 against
Bangladesh. He achieved the milestone in 261
innings and 270 matches, only behind Virat
Kohli (222 innings).

Details

Key Stats:

o Centuries: 32

o Half-Centuries: 52

e Sixes: 338 (2nd most in ODI history)
India’s Top Run Scorers:

¢ Sachin Tendulkar: 18,426 runs

e Virat Kohli: 13,985 runs

e Sourav Ganguly: 11,363 runs

e Rohit Sharma: 11,000+ runs (4th)

Manu Bhaker wins BBC Indian
Sportswoman of The Year 2024

Context

e Manu Bhaker, Olympic medal-winning
shooter, was awarded the BBC Indian
Sportswoman of the Year (ISWOTY) 2024.
This  prestigious honor recognizes the
achievements of Indian female athletes.

e Bhaker, 22, made history at the Paris 2024
Olympics by winning two bronze medals: one
in the women’s 10m air pistol event and
another in the mixed 10m air pistol event with
Sarabjot Singh.

Key Highlights:
e Manu Bhaker: First Indian woman to win an
Olympic medal in shooting.
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e She became the first Indian to win two
Olympic medals in a single Games post-
independence.

Other BBC 2024 Awardees:

e Avani Lekhara: Indian Para-Sportswoman of
the Year (first Indian woman with three
Paralympic medals).

e Sheetal Devi: BBC Emerging Athlete of the
Year (youngest Paralympic medallist from
India).

e Mithali Raj: Lifetime Achievement Award for
her pioneering role in women'’s cricket.

Jacob Kiplimo breaks Half-
Marathon World Record in

Barcelona

Context

e Jacob Kiplimo, the 24-year-old Ugandan
runner, made history in Barcelona by breaking
the world half-marathon record.

Details

e He completed the 21.0975 km race in 56
minutes and 42 seconds, beating the previous

. APPOINTMENTS

record by 48 seconds, held by Ethiopia's
YomifKejelcha.

Indian Vishvaa Rajakumar prodigy
wins Global Memory Championship

Context

¢ Vishvaa Rajakumar, a 20-year-old from India,
has won the Memory League World
Championship.

Details

e The competition, which challenges
participants to quickly memorize and recall
numbers, images, and words, witnessed
Rajakumar’s record-breaking performance—he
recalled 80 digits in just 13.5 seconds, setting
a new standard for memory competitions.

Key Highlights of His Achievement

e Winner of the Memory League World
Championship, February 2025.

e Recalled 80 digits in 13.5 seconds,
establishing a new record.

e Utilized the “Memory Palace” technique, a
centuries-old Roman memorization strategy.

Dr. Shivkumar
Kalyanaraman

CEO of Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF).

Manan Kumar Mishra
consecutive term.

Re-elected as Chairman of the Bar Council of India for the seventh

Ajay Bhadoo CEO of Government e Marketplace

Justice Joymalya Bagchi Appointed as a Supreme Court Judge

Rajeev Shukla Rajeev Shukla succeeded Jay Shah as the president of the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) following Shah's resignation in December 2024.

Stuart Young Sworn in as Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago.

Anuj Kumar Singh has been appointed as Joint Secretary (Director level) in
the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), Delhi. His appointment was
made under the Central Staffing Scheme and will be for a period of five
years or until further orders.

First female and first African presidentof the International Olympic
Committee (IOC).

Indranil Bhattacharyya Appointed as RBI's Executive Director

Krishnamachari Srikkanth | Goodwill Ambassador of VISION 2020 India to Combat Avoidable
Blindness.

Officially named as the 'Fit India Icon' by Union Sports Minister.

Anuj Kumar Singh

Kirsty Coventry

Ayushmann Khurrana

Dage | $
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Atul Kumar Goel Assumed Charge as Chief Executive of the Indian Banks’ Association (IBA)
Anju Rathi Rana Appointed As the First Woman Law Secretary.

Dr. Mayank Sharma Took charge as the Controller General of Defence Accounts (CGDA).

Ajay Seth Ajay Seth, the Economic Affairs Secretary, has been assigned the additional
charge of Secretary, Department of Revenue.

Tuhin Kanta Pandey Appointed as 11th SEBI Chairperson

Sabyasachi Kar Appointed as the new Director of the Institute of Economic Growth (IEG).

Shaktikanta Das Appointed Principal Secretary-2 to PM Modi

Vivek Joshi Has been appointed as Election Commissioner of India.

V Anantha Nageswaran Indian government has extended V. Anantha Nageswaran’s tenure as Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA) until March 2027.

Gyanesh Kumar Appointed as India’'s New Chief Election Commissioner.

. IMPORTANT DAYS l

Date Important Day/News
February 15 World Pangolin Day. Vulnerable on the Red List of Threatened Species of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature.

February 17 Global Tourism Resilience Day

February 20 Arunachal Pradesh Foundation Day
World Anthropology Day
Mizoram Foundation Day
World Day of Social Justice

February 21 International Mother Language Day

February 23 World Peace and Understanding Day

February 27 World Protein Day

February 28 National Science Day
Rare Disease Day
March 1 Zero Discrimination Day. Launched by Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) in 2013. 2025 theme is “We Stand Together”. A worldwide movement to
end discrimination in all its forms.
World Civil Defence Day. Purpose: To raise global awareness about the importance of
civil defence and to honour the dedicated personnel. Theme: “Civil Defence, Guarantee
of Security for the Population”

March 1 World Seagrass Day. Proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly.Observed
for the first time on March 1st, 2025.
March 3 World Wildlife Day.This date commemorates the adoption of CITES (Convention on

International Trade in Endangered Species) in 1973.Theme for 2025:*Wildlife
Conservation Finance: Investing in People and Planet”

March 5 International Day for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Awareness. Declared by
the United Nations General Assembly in 2022, with the first observance in 2023.
March 7 Jan Aushadhi Diwasto spread awareness about generic medicines and the benefits of

the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya JanaushadhiPariyojana (PMBJP).Organized by
the Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI) under the Department
of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers (MoC&F)

March 8 International Women’s Day (IWD). Marks the 30th anniversary of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action, a landmark blueprint for women’s
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March 4th to
10th, 2025

March 15

March 16

March 18

March 22
March 23

March 24

. IMPORTANT PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS

Personality

George Foreman

DTN E LA ENUEM Naga scientist and academician, passed. Hailing from Nagaland, he was widely

Yaden

RO E G ELEEE I Odia poet and former bureaucrat Ramakanta Rath, who revolutionized modern

Fred Stolle

Padmakar Shivalkar A stalwart of Mumbai cricket, Shivalkar was an exceptional bowler.

Ron Draper

Boris Spassky

Mayadhar Raut

EVTIRYTGGRERWEVAE Bengali vocalist, composer and lyricist Pratul Mukhopadhyay passed away.
Sukri Bommagowda Padma Shri awardee Sukri Bommagowda, renowned folk singer of Karnataka’s

G ERRER ETTRERIS Indian biologist and wildlife conservationist Purnima Devi Barman has been

Yamandu Orsi

The March 2025 Edition

rights2.The theme for 2025is“For ALL Women and Girls: Rights. Equality.
Empowerment”

54th National Safety Week (NSW). Led by the National Safety Council (NSC) and
supported by the Ministry of Labour and Employment it promotes safety awareness
across workplaces, homes, roads and the environment, with the theme "Safety and
Well-being Crucial for Viksit Bharat."

World Consumer Rights Day. Initiated in 1983 to honour President John F. Kennedy'’s
1962 address, it upholds the four fundamental consumer rights: Safety, Information,
Choice and Being Heard.2025 Theme: A Just Transition to Sustainable Lifestyles

National Vaccination Day commemorates the launch of the Pulse Polio Immunisation
Programme in 1995.

Ordnance Factories Day. Celebrated annually to commemorate the establishment of
the first ordnance factory in India at Cossipore, Kolkata, in 1801.

World Water Day

World Meteorological Day

World Tuberculosis Day

Details
American boxing legend George Foreman- heavyweight boxing gold medal at
the 1968 Olympic Games, passed away.

celebrated as the "Man of Science of the United States of America."

Odia poetry, passed away at the age of 90.
An Australian amateur world No. 1 tennis player and commentator- passed
away.

The oldest surviving Test cricketer, passed away. Draper represented South
Africa.

Russian chess grandmaster Boris Spassky, the 10th World Chess Champion, has
passed away.

Odissi maestro Mayadhar Raut, widely regarded as the "Father of Odissi
dance," passed away.

Halakki Vokkaliga community, passed away leaving behind a legacy of nearly
5,000 memorized songs.

featured in TIME Magazine's Women of the Year 2025 list.
Sworn in as Uruguay's President
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. AWARDS

Award

B]f=j ]
Transformation
Award 2025

Gold Mercury
Award 2025

Grand
Commander of the
Order of the Star
and Key of the
Indian Ocean.

97th Academy

Awards

2025 Stockholm
Water Prize

Maharashtra
Bhushan Award

Lifetime
Achievement

Award by UK
Government

The March 2025 Edition

Context

RBI Wins Digital
Transformation Award
2025 from Central
Banking, London for
Sarthi and Pravaah
Initiatives.

Details

Sarthi, launched in January 2023, digitized RBI's
internal workflows, enabling secure document
sharing, advanced data analysis and improved record
management across 13,500+ employees in 40+
locations. It replaced manual and fragmented
processes with a centralized information system.
Pravaah, introduced in May 2024, streamlined
external regulatory applications by enabling real-time
tracking, analytics and integration with Sarthi,
digitizing 70+ applications and increasing monthly
submissions by 80%.

Dalai Lama received the
Award.

Awarded for promoting peace,
sustainability.

Gold Mercury Award is Conferred by Gold Mercury
International, a global governance think tank.

compassion and

PM Modi was conferred
with it.

This is Mauritius’ highest civilian award. Modi
becomes the first Indian to receive this prestigious
accolade, recognized for strengthening India-Mauritius
relations; joining global leaders like Nelson Mandela
(1998).

The 97th  Academy
Awards, held on March 2,
2025, at the Dolby

Theatre in Los Angeles,
celebrated outstanding
achievements in global
cinema.

Major Winners:

Best Picture: Anora

Best Director: Sean Baker for Anora

Best Actor: Adrien Brody for The Brutalist

Best Actress: Mikey Madison for Anora

Best Supporting Actor: Kieran Culkin for A Real Pain
Best Supporting Actress: Zoe Saldana for Emilia Pérez
Best Original Screenplay: Sean Baker for Anora

Best Adapted Screenplay: Peter Straughan for
Conclave

Best Animated Feature: Flow

Best Documentary Feature: No Other Land

Hydrologist Glinter
Bl6schl has been honored
with the 2025 Stockholm
Water Prize

Awarded for his pioneering work in flood risk analysis
and water resource management.

Awarded to sculptor Ram
Sutar.

Renowned sculptor Ram Sutar, best known for
designing the Statue of Unity, has been honored with
it.

Chiranjeevi was
honoured with the
Lifetime Achievement
Award

Veteran Telugu cinema superstar Chiranjeevi was
honoured with the Lifetime Achievement Award for
his immense contribution to Indian cinema, cultural
influence, and public service.
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Ramnath Goenka Ramnath Goenka | The winners of various journalism categories for their
Excellence in Excellence in Journalism | impactful reporting and investigative work include
Journalism Awards were presented | Mridulika Jha (Aaj Tak) in Hindi (Print/Digital) for her
Awards by President Droupadi | coverage of the Dunki route migration crisis, and Jisha

Murmu to honor | Elizabeth (Madhyamam) in Regional Languages
outstanding contributions | (Print/Digital) for exposing human trafficking to
to Indian journalism. Myanmar. In Environment, Science & Tech, Sibu

Kumar Tripathi (India Today) reported on the
Joshimath sinking crisis, while Satyasundar Barik (The
Hindu) in Uncovering India Invisible highlighted
migration and missing daughters in Odisha. Twesh
Mishra (Economic Times) in Business & Economic
Journalism investigated subsidy fraud in India’'s EV
manufacturing sector, and Maitri Porecha (The Hindu)
reported on the Balasore train tragedy in the Politics
& Government category. Shahab Ali&Amarnath
Kashyap (Hindustan) in Sports Journalism exposed
poor conditions in Asha Kiran Barla’s village. In
Investigative Reporting, Nihal AP Koshie, Mahender
Singh Manral, and Mihir Vasavda (Indian Express)
uncovered sexual harassment in India's wrestling
federation. Other notable winners include Shubhajit
Roy (Indian Express) for Feature Writing with reports
from Israel-Palestine  conflict zones, Nilesh
Christopher (Rest of World) for Foreign
Correspondent (India) on Al's impact, and Jeet
Mashru&Somita Pal (Hindustan Times) for Civic
Journalism on BMC hospital shortages. P. Ravikumar
(New Indian Express) won in Photo Journalism for
capturing the oil spill devastation in Chennai, and A.R.
Venkatachalapathy (Penguin) was awarded in Books
(Non-Fiction) for his work on V.O. Chidambaram
Pillai’s anti-British efforts. In broadcast categories,
Siddhant Mohan (Lallantop) uncovered the real Kerala
story, and Mandar Gonjari (ABP Majha) exposed a
synthetic drug racket. Joel Michael&Rohini
Krishnamurthy (Down To Earth) covered the Ludhiana
gas leak deaths, and Vishnukant Tiwari&Athar Rather
(The Quint) reported on witch-hunting violence in
Jharkhand. Ashutosh Mishra (India Today TV)
provided ground reports on ethnic violence in
Manipur, while Tejas Vaidya&Enakshi Rajvanshi (BBC
Hindi) covered disabled women cricketers. Finally,
Anurag Dwary (NDTV) exposed medical college scams
in Madhya Pradesh.

NGV NI Andrew G. Barto and | Award for their groundbreaking work in reinforcement
Award. Richard S. Sutton have | learning (RL). Their innovations established the
been honored with the | conceptual and algorithmic framework for RL, making
2024 ACM AM. Turing | a profound impact on artificial intelligence.

Award.
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Jayshree Vencatesan, co-
founder of Chennai-based
Care Earth Trust, has
become the first Indian to
be honored with the
Ramsar Award for
'Wetland Wise Use'.

It is a globally recognized accolade celebrating
contributions to the sustainable management of
wetlands.

Jay Shah, the chairman of
the International Cricket
Council, has been
honored with Icon of
Excellence award at the

This award recognizes his outstanding contributions to
cricket administration.

Equal Pay for Men and Women Cricketers.

Launch of the Women'’s Premier League (WPL).
National Cricket Academy’s Centre of Excellence.

14th Edition of the | Pension Benefits for Former Players.

Forbes India Leadership

Awards.

Nagaland Forest | Received at the 100th SKOCH Summit in New Delhi.
Management Project | The NFMP is a significant initiative with a 10-year
(NFMP)  received the | timeline, aiming to conserve forests and uplift

SKOCH Award 2024.

communities through targeted interventions.

The 78th BAFTA Awards
honored cinematic
excellence.

The 78th BAFTA Awards 2025 celebrated cinematic
excellence with Conclave and The Brutalist leading the
night, each securing four awards. Emilia Pérez, the
French crime musical, triumphed once again, winning
Best Film Not in the English Language, defeating All
We Imagine As Light. Director Brady Corbet and lead
actor Adrien Brody from The Brutalist were
recognized with top honors in Best Director and Best
Actor categories. Dune: Part Two triumphed in
technical categories, winning Best Sound and Best
Special Visual Effects, while Wallace & Gromit:
Vengeance Most Fowl won Best Animated Film.
Other key winners included Mikey Madison (Best
Actress for Anora), Kieran Culkin (Best Supporting
Actor for A Real Pain), and Zoe Saldafia (Best
Supporting Actress for Emilia Pérez). David Jonsson
received the EE Rising Star Award, and Rich Peppiatt
won Outstanding British Debut for Kneecap. Conclave
also took home Best Film, Best Adapted Screenplay,
and Outstanding British Film.

Join our social
platforms and

stay updated
for WBCS Exe.
Exam Prep.
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. BOOKS & AUTHORS [CURRENT] l

BOOK

Memories and Milestones

Diyaslai

The Life and Contributions of the Women
Members of the Constituent Assembly
Saptama Ritu (The Seventh Season, 1977) -
Won Sahitya Akademi Award (1978)
Sri Radha (1985) - Won Saraswati Samman
Aneka Kothari (Several Rooms)
Sandigha Mrigaya (Deer Hunt in a Mood of
Indecision)
Sachitra Andhara (lllustrated Darkness)
To the Seventh Generation: The Journey of
Christian Medical College Vellore"
‘March of Glory’

Life on Mars: Collected Stories
“The New lIcon: Savarkar and the Facts”

AUTHOR

Justice N. Prakash released it which was written by
Sriram & Lashmancelebratingé0 Years of Blue
Cross of Indiaa leading animal welfare organization
registered in 1964 under Societies Registration Act.

Autobiography by Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash
Satyarthi.

Legislative Department, Ministry of Law & Justice

Odia Poet Ramakanta Rath

Former director V.I. Mathan

| D'Cruz.

Hockey historian K. Arumugam and journalist Errol

Namita Gokhale's

Arun Shourie’s

International Booker 2025: Kannada Book in Historic Longlist

Context

e Banu Mushtaq's short story collection Heart Lamp, translated into English by Deepa Bhasthi, has been

longlisted for the International Booker Prize 2025.

e This marks the first time a Kannada work has ever been featured in the prestigious prize's longlist.

Notable Past Indian Winners and Nominees

e Tomb of Sand by Geetanjali Shree (Winner, 2022) -

First Hindi novel to win.

e Pyre by Perumal Murugan (Longlist, 2023) - Tamil novel.

Previous Kannada Connection

e In 2013, the late U.R. Ananthamurthy was longlisted for the Man Booker International Prize (the prize's

previous iteration).
Prize Details

e Total Prize: £50,000 (equally split between author and translator).
e Shortlisted Books: £5,000 per book (£2,500 each for author and translator).

e Shortlist Announcement: April 8, 2025

¢ Winner Announcement: May 20, 2025, at Tate Modern, London.

International Booker Prize 2025 Longlist

Book Title Author
The Book of Disappearance Ibtisam Azem
On the Calculation of Volume (Book I) Solvej Balle
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There’s a Monster Behind the Door

Gaélle Bélem

Solenoid Mircea Cartarescu
Reservoir Bitches Dahlia de la Cerda
Small Boat Vincent Delecroix
Hunchback Saou Ichikawa

Under the Eye of the Big Bird

Hiromi Kawakami

Eurotrash Christian Kracht
Perfection Vincenzo Latronico
Heart Lamp Banu Mushtaq

On a Woman's Madness

Astrid Roemer

A Leopard-Skin Hat

Anne Serre

. BOOKS & AUTHORS [STATIC GK]

Book
Tomb of Sand

To Hell and Back: Humans of COVID

Whereabouts
The Bench

Economy and Society
Jallianwala Bagh, 1919: The Real Story
Naa Jeevana Gamanam (My Journey)
Dharmatma Gokhale
Agnibeena

The Little Book of Encouragement

. STATIC GK

Innermost point on Earth
Challenger Deep, in the
Mariana Trench, is the
innermost point on Earth, at
36,070 feet (10,994 meters)
deep.

Highest Waterfall

Angel Falls in Venezuela is the
highest waterfall, dropping
3,212 feet (979 meters).

Medicine Line

The Medicine Line is the
border between the USA and
Canada, marked by the 49th
Parallel.

Author

Geetanjali Shree

Barkha Dutt

Jhumpa Lahiri

Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex

Max Weber

Kishwar Desai

APJ Abdul Kalam

M.K Gandhi

Kazi Najrul Islam

Dalai Lama

38th Parallel

The 38th Parallel divides
North Korea and South Korea,
a result of WWII.

Highest active volcano in the
world.

Ojos del Salado in Chile is the
highest active volcano in the
world.

Largest desert in the world
The Antarctic Desert is the
largest desert in the world.

Oldest Known Civilization
The Sumerians in
Mesopotamia are considered

to have the oldest known
civilization.

Highest award for dance in
India
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award

Duleep Trophy is associated
with which sport
Cricket

Anaka Alankamony is
associated with
Squash

Calcium hydroxide

It decreases the hardness of
water by converting
bicarbonates to carbonate.
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Green pigment used in
fireworks
Barium

First sermon of Buddha
Dhammachakkapabattana
sutta

Laho Dance is related to
Meghalaya

1st commonwealth Games
held at which place
1930, Hamilton

Asad Ali khan is related to
which instrument
Rudra veena

Headquarters of Indian
Institute of Science
Bengaluru

Element 106
Seaborgium (Sg)

Who discovered Bacteria
Antonie Van Leeuwenhoek

Sansi is a nomadic tribe of
Rajasthan

First bank established in India

Bank of Hindustan

A gun kicks back when a bullet
is fired.

It is a good example of
Newton's Third Law.

Ganimyd

The biggest satellite of the
Solar System, Ganimyd is the
satellite of Jupiter.

Tugnsten
Not a conductor of electricity

Iron Man of Germany

Otto Von Bismark

Mother India

Directed by Mehboob Khan

The weight of a body is
Minimum at the equator

Chronometer
Instrument to measure time

Blood pressure is primarily
controlled by the hormone
Aldosterone

PH of blood remains constant
due to
Buffer Action

. CURRENT ONE LINERS

Mount Fentale
An active stratovolcano in
Ethiopia’s Great Rift Valley.

Rae, Seruand Alfred

Tropical cyclonesactive
simultaneously in the South
Pacific.

Vernal Equinox

Marks a celestial event when
the sun is directly above the
Equator, leading to equal day

and night durations
worldwide.

Influenza B

Exclusively infects humans,
unlike influenza A, which can
also infect animals.

Kanger Valley

Situated in Jagdalpur, Bastar
district, Chhattisgarh, along the
Kholaba River, a tributary of
the Godavari River.

Natural rubber is a polymer of
Isoprene

Who discovered the polio
vaccine?
Jonas Salk

Vimana style of Architecture
in temple is the contribution
of

Cholas

Who discovered Diode Bulb?
John Ambrose Fleming.

Algebra of Infinite justice
Book written by Arundhati Roy

Bibi ka Magbara was built by ?
Azam Shah, the son of Mughal
Emperor Aurangzeb

Smallest size of cell which can
be seen directly by the eye
100 micron

Humans have three pairs of
major salivary glands
Parotid, submandibular and
sublingual.

Five Eyes (FVEY) alliance

It is an intelligence-sharing
alliance, originated from secret
World War Il code-breaking
cooperation between British
and American intelligence
agencies. Members: United
States, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, and United Kingdom.
Supersolid

It is an exotic state of matter
that combines the properties
of both solids and superfluids.
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PARCABADMIDE
"PARCABADMIDE" refers to a
method developed by
scientists to convert urea from
urine into percarbamide, a
crystalline peroxide derivative,
using an electrochemical
process with graphitic carbon
catalysts, for use as a slow-
release nitrogen fertilizer.

End-Permian Mass Extinction
(EPME)

The End-Permian Mass
Extinction (EPME), also known
as "The Great Dying," was the
most severe extinction event
in Earth's history, occurring
roughly 252 million years ago
and marking the transition
from the Permian to the
Triassic period, with an
estimated 80-90% of marine
species and 70% of terrestrial
species going extinct.

Sagareshwar Wildlife
Sanctuary

It is the first manmade wildlife
sanctuary of India situated in
the Sangli district of
Maharashtra.

Audible Enclaves

Small pockets of sound that
remain unaffected by
surrounding noise.

Plastic Ice

Plastic Ice VIl is an exotic
phase of ice that behaves as a
hybrid between solid ice and
liquid water, forming under
extreme high-pressure and
high-temperature conditions,
where water molecules remain
in a fixed crystalline structure
but can rotate freely like liquid
molecules, making it more
malleable.

Jadayaswamy Festival

An annual event observed by
Badaga tribal community in
Tamil Nadu Nilgiris region

Short Selling

A strategy where traders profit
from a decline in the price of
an asset, often a stock.

Jalanatheswarar Temple
Located in Thakkolam, Ranipet
district, Tamil

Nadu is 6™ century temple
built by the Pallavas.

Lake Tanganyika

Shared by Burundi, DRC,
Tanzania, Zambia and faceing
severe biodiversity loss.

Whakaari (White Island)
Whakaari is an active
stratovolcano located off
northeastern coast of New
Zealand’s North Island in Bay
of Plenty.

Niobium Diselenide (NbSe,)
A type-ll superconductor,
meaning it can enter a "mixed
state" under magnetic

fields, allowing partial
penetration of magnetic flux
while maintaining
superconductivity up to a
critical threshold.

Wallace Line

Marks boundary between the
species of Asia & Australia
passing through Indo-Malay
Archipelago.
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QL.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

TEST ID: 05

The significance of Pitt's India Act (1784)
can be best understood from which of the
following statements?

A) It abolished the monopoly rights of

the East India Company.
B) It established a Supreme Court in
Calcutta.

C) It marked the beginning of assertion
of ultimate British control over India.

D)  Itintroduced a system of internal self-
governance in the Company's
territories.

The Charter Act of 1833 is significant

because it:

A) It ended the East India Company's
trade monopoly entirely.

B) It established the Governor-General
of India as the supreme authority.

C) It introduced adult
franchise in India.

D) It abolished Sati practice in British
India.

universal

Which committee was appointed in 1854 as
a result of a provision in the Charter Act of
1853?

A)  Macaulay Committee

B)  Legislative Council Committee
C) Indian Civil Service  Review
Committee

D)  Parliamentary Procedures Committee

Which Act introduced the establishment of
an All-India Federation consisting of
provinces and princely states as units?

A) Government of India Act, 1919

B) Government of India Act, 1935

@) Charter Act, 1833

D) Indian Independence Act, 1947

Who chaired the drafting committee of the
Constituent Assembly responsible for
preparing the final draft of the Indian
Constitution?

A)  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

B) Jawaharlal Nehru

C)  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

D)  Mahatma Gandhi

Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10.

Q11.

The Constituent Assembly of India
adopted the Constitution on:

A)  26th January 1950

B)  15th August 1947

C)  26th November 1949

D)  15th August 1946

Which of the following principles was
NOT adopted in the making of the Indian
Constitution?

A)  Liberty

B) Equality

C)  Fraternity

D)  Monarchy

Which of the following is NOT a salient
feature of the Indian Constitution?

A)  Federalism

) Parliamentary system of government
) Unitary system of government

) Fundamental Rights

TR

The Indian Constitution provides for the
separation of powers among which of the
following organs?

A)  Legislature, Executive, and Judiciary

B) Legislature, President, and Prime
Minister

Q) Parliament, Cabinet, and Supreme
Court

D) President, Judiciary, and Executive

Which part of the Indian Constitution
deals with Directive Principles of State

Policy?

A)  Partlll
B) Part IV
C) PartV

D)  PartVI

The Preamble to the Indian Constitution

was heavily influenced by which historical

document?

A)  The Magna Carta

B)  The United States Declaration of
Independence

QO The Government of India Act, 1935

D)  The French Declaration of the Rights
of Man and of the Citizen
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Q15.

Q16.

In the context of the Preamble, what does

the term "Sovereign" imply?

A)  India has a king or queen.

B) India is a dominion of another nation.

C) India has supreme power and
authority.

D) India cannot enter into treaties with
other countries.

The phrase "We, the people of India" in the

Preamble signifies:

A) The power rests with the central
government.

B) The  Constitution  derives  its
legitimacy from the people.

C)  India is a theocratic state.

D)  The judiciary is the supreme power.

Which of the following statements about
Union Territories in India is NOT correct?
A)  Union Territories are administered
directly by the Central Government.
B)  All Union Territories have an elected

Legislative Assembly.
C)  The President of India appoints an
Administrator or Lieutenant

Governor for each Union Territory.

D)  Parliament has the power to create
new Union Territories and alter
existing ones.

Jammu and Kashmir was recently granted

the status of a Union Territory. What is the

difference between a State and a Union

Territory in India?

A) A State enjoys greater autonomy
compared to a Union Territory.

B) A Union Territory can have its own
constitution, unlike a State.

@) A State cannot be bifurcated, whereas
a Union Territory can.

D) A Union Territory has its own High
Court, unlike a State.

As per the Indian Constitution, which of
the following is NOT a way to acquire
Indian citizenship?

A) By birth

B) By descent

C) By registration

Q17.

Q18.

Q19.

Q20.

Q21.

D) By inheritance

The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2024
aims to expedite citizenship for
immigrants belonging to specific religious
minorities from neighbouring countries.
Which of the following religions is NOT
included in the Act?

A)  Hinduism

B)  Sikhism

C)  Christianity

D)  Buddhism

Critics of the Citizenship Amendment Act
argue that it discriminates against

immigrants based on religion. This Act
violates which Article of the Indian
Constitution?

A)  Article 14

B) Article 15

C)  Article19

D)  Article 21

Which of the following statements about
the Right to Life (Article 21) in India is/are
CORRECT?

A) It guarantees the right to live a

dignified life.

B) It can be suspended during a national
emergency.

C) It only protects the right to physical
survival.

D)  Both (A) and (B)

The Right to Freedom of Religion (Article
25-28) in India includes the freedom to:

A)  Practice and propagate one's religion.
) Convert to another religion.

) Not follow any religion.

) All of the above

TR

The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added

new Directive Principles to the Indian

Constitution. Which of the following

principles was NOT introduced by this

amendment?

A)  To secure opportunities for healthy
development of children

B)  To promote equal justice and provide
free legal aid

C)  To ensure equal pay for equal work
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Q22.

Q23.

Q24.

Q25.

Q26.

D) To protect and

environment

improve the

Which of the following statements about

the DPSP is NOT correct?

A)  They are fundamental in nature but
not justiciable in court.

B) They serve as guidelines for the

government to promote social
welfare.

C)  They can be enforced through judicial
review.

D) They are inspired by the Irish
Constitution.

One of the key objectives of the DPSP is to
achieve a:

A)  Federal system of government

) Socialist pattern of society

) Unitary system of government

)  Presidential form of government

on0=

When were the Fundamental Duties added
to the Indian Constitution?

A)  After Independence in 1947

B) By the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976

C) Through the Drafting of the
Constitution

D)  None of the above

According to the Indian Constitution,
which of the following statements is NOT
correct?

A) A private member of Parliament can
introduce a bill for amending the
Constitution.

B)  Both Houses of Parliament must pass
the amendment bill with a simple
majority.

C) Certain amendments require
ratification by State Legislatures.

D) The President's assent is mandatory
for an amendment to become law.

The Akanksha scheme, launched by the

West Bengal government, aims to address

which of the following challenges faced by

state government employees?

A) Low job satisfaction due to work
pressure.

Q27.

Q28.

Q29.

Q30.

B)  Lack of opportunities for professional
development.

C) Difficulty in
housing.

D)  Limited access to healthcare facilities.

affording  proper

What is the purpose of the "Amar Fasal,
Amar Gola" project announced by the
West Bengal Government?

A)  To offer financial assistance for the
construction of storehouses and
vending carts

B)  To provide free seeds to farmers

C) To provide insurance coverage for
crops

D) To offer subsidies for purchasing
farming equipment

What is the main objective of the

Anandadhara scheme launched in West

Bengal?

A) To provide financial assistance to
urban entrepreneurs

B) To enhance infrastructure in urban
areas

C) To promote industrial development
in rural areas

D) To mobilize rural poor and
vulnerable people into self-managed
institutions for livelihood collectives

How was the implementation of the

National Rural Livelihood Mission

(NRLM) carried out in West Bengal?

A)  Through a separate agency formed by
the Central Government

B)  Through direct intervention by the
Ministry of Rural Development

C)  Through the West Bengal State Rural
Livelihoods Mission (WBSRLM)

D)  Through collaboration
international organizations

with

What is the maximum financial subsidy
provided to women beneficiaries under the
Gatidhara scheme of the Government of
West Bengal?

A)  Rs.1,00,000

B)  Rs.1,50,000
C)  Rs.2,00,000
D)  Rs.50,000
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What is the main objective of the

Gatidhara scheme launched by the West

Bengal Government?

A)  Providing financial
families with low income

B)  Promoting self-employment through
transport services

C)  Offering education and training to
unemployed youth

D)  Enhancing healthcare facilities in
urban and rural areas

support to

What is the main objective of the

Geetanjali and Amar Thikana schemes

implemented by the Government of West

Bengal?

A) To provide financial assistance to
construction workers

B) To create additional employment
opportunities in urban areas

C)  To offer free shelters to economically
weaker sections of society

D)  To provide subsidized housing loans
to minority communities

How much is the wunit cost for
implementing the Amar Thikana scheme
in the hills, difficult, and coastal areas of
West Bengal?

A)  Rs. 75,000

) Rs. 1.67 lakh

) Rs.1.94 lakh

)  Rs.3.30lakh

TRORES

What is the primary focus of the "Jal

Dharo-Jal Bharo" programme launched

during 2011-12 by the Government of West

Bengal?

A)  Promoting industrial water usage

B)  Enhancing water availability for
urban areas

C)  Developing desalination plants for
drinking water

D)  Conserving and harvesting rainwater

Which department has taken a lead role in

implementing the "Jal Dharo-Jal Bharo"

programme in West Bengal?

A)  Agriculture Department

B) Water Resources Investigation &
Development Department

Q36.

Q37.

Q38.

Q39.

Q40.

C)  Environment Department
D)  Public Works Department

Which of the following is considered a part
of the 'basic structure' of the Indian
Constitution as outlined by the Supreme
Court in the Kesavananda Bharati case?

A)  Right to Property

B)  Right to Freedom of Religion

C)  Judicial Review

D)  Directive Principles of State Policy

According to the Supreme Court's ruling,
which of the following is considered a
'basic feature' of the Indian Constitution
that cannot be taken away?

A)  Right to Property

B)  Judicial Review

C)  Directive Principles of State Policy

D)  Right to Work

Which of the following is a characteristic

feature of a parliamentary system of

government?

A)  Fixed term for the Head of State

B)  Separation of powers between the
executive and legislature

C)  Executive 1is responsible to the
legislature

D) Direct election of the
Government by the people

Head of

In a parliamentary system, who is typically
the head of the government?

A)  President

) Monarch

) Prime Minister

) Chief Justice

TR

In the context of the Indian parliamentary

system, the term 'confidence vote' refers to:

A) A vote by the general public to
express their confidence in the
government

B) A vote taken by the legislature to
express their confidence or lack
thereof in the ruling government

C) A vote to elect the President of India

D) A referendum to amend the
Constitution
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Q44.

Q45.

Q46.

Which of the following is a key feature of a

federal system of government?

A)  Unitary authority over all states

B)  Centralization of power in the
national government

C)  Division of powers between national
and regional governments

D) A single set of laws for the entire
country

Which of the following is NOT a feature of

a federal government?

A)  Dual government structure

B) Division of powers between national
and regional governments

C)  Supremacy of the Constitution

D)  Single government with all powers
vested in the national government

Which of the following countries is an
example of a federal system?

A)  United Kingdom

B) France

C) Canada

D)  China

Which of the following articles of the
Indian Constitution deals with the
division of powers between the Centre and
the States?

A)  Article 256

) Article 245

) Article 368

) Article 370

=)

o0

The distribution of legislative powers
between the Centre and the States in India
is based on which schedule of the Indian
Constitution?

A)  Fourth Schedule

B) Sixth Schedule

C)  Seventh Schedule

D)  Ninth Schedule

In case of a conflict between a central law
and a state law on a subject in the
Concurrent List, which law prevails?

A)  State law

B) Central law

C)  The law enacted later in time

Q47.

Q18.

Q49.

Q50.

Q51.

Q52.

D) The law decided by the Supreme
Court

Which of the following bodies is
established under the Indian Constitution
to resolve disputes between states?

A)  National Development Council

B)  Zonal Councils

C)  Finance Commission

D)  Inter-State Council

The mechanism for the adjudication of
inter-state water disputes in India is
provided under which article of the Indian
Constitution?

A)  Article 262

) Article 263

=)

C)  Article 280
D)  Article 300
Under which article of the Indian

Constitution can the President declare a
National Emergency?

A)  Article 352

B)  Article 356

C)  Article 360

D)  Article 365

What is the maximum period for which
President’s Rule can operate in a state?

A)  Oneyear

B)  Two years

C)  Three years

D)  Four years

What is the primary objective of the
Kanyashree Prakalpa scheme initiated by
the Government of West Bengal?

A) To provide free meals to school

children

B)  To improve the status and well-being
of the girl child

C)  To offer free healthcare services to all
citizens

D)  To promote tourism in West Bengal

Under the Kanyashree Prakalpa Scheme,
what financial assistance is provided to
girl students in the age group of 18 to 19
years who have passed 12th or its
equivalent examination?
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Q53.

Q54.

Q55.

Q56.

Q57.

A)  Rs. 1,000 per year
B) Rs. 5,000 per year
@) One Time Grant of Rs. 10,000
D) One Time Grant of Rs. 25,000

Under the Karma Sathi Prakalpa Scheme
in West Bengal, what percentage of project
cost is provided as project subsidy to
beneficiaries?

A 10%
B)  15%
Q) 20%
D)  25%

What is the primary objective of the
Karmatirtha scheme set up by the West
Bengal government?

A)  To provide free healthcare services

By To promote sustainable
entrepreneurship  and  generate
employment

C)  To enhance road and transportation
infrastructure

D)  To provide free education to children
in rural areas

What is one of the main objectives of the

Lokprasar Prakalpo scheme introduced by

the West Bengal government?

A) To provide free healthcare to all
citizens

B)  To bestow dignity on folk artistes by
issuing them identity cards

C)  To promote tourism in Bengal

D)  To build new educational institutions

Which of the following is a mandatory

eligibility criterion for the West Bengal

Karmanjali Scheme?

A)  Age should be below 40 years

B)  Monthly income should be more than
Rs. 5,000

C)  Should have a degree in engineering

D)  Should have prior experience in
hostel accommodation

Under the West Bengal Bhabishyat Credit
Card Scheme, what subsidy percentage of
the project cost will be provided to young
entrepreneurs?

A)20%

Q58.

Q59.

Q60.

Q61.

Q62.

B) 15%
C) 10%
D) 5%

What is the primary purpose of the

"Madhur Sneha" Human Milk Bank

launched in SSKM Hospital?

A) To provide financial aid to new
mothers

B)  To supply banked milk to babies who
are prematurely born or have very
low birth weight

C) To offer free healthcare services to
elderly women

D) To promote
practices

traditional medicine

Which departments are involved in the

"Matir Katha" agriculture-based portal

launched by the West Bengal government?

A) Agriculture, Health, Education,
Fisheries, and Horticulture

B)  Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing,
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, and
Horticulture

C)  Agriculture, Rural Development,
Animal Husbandry, Tourism, and
Horticulture

D) Agriculture, Industry, Animal

Husbandry, Fisheries, and Transport

What is the primary objective of the

"Muktidhara" project launched in Purulia

district?

A) To create and maintain sustainable
livelihood for SHG members

B)  To provide free healthcare services

C)  To promote tourism in West Bengal

D)  To build new educational institutions

Which organization is associated with the
"Muktidhara" project for providing
support and implementation in Purulia
district?

A)  World Bank

B) WHO

C)  UNICEF

D) NABARD

Which article of the Indian Constitution
deals with the election of the President of
India?
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Q63.

Q64.

Q65.

Q66.

A)  Article 52
B) Article 54
C)  Article 56
D)  Article 58

Who among the following does not
constitute in the electoral college for the
election of the President of India?

A)  Elected members of both Houses of

Parliament

B)  Elected members of State Legislative
Assemblies

C)  Elected members of Legislative
Councils in states

D)  Elected members of Legislative

Assemblies of Delhi and Puducherry

Which of the following powers does the
President of India exercise in their
discretion?

A)  Appointment of the Prime Minister

B) Declaration of war
C)  Promulgation of ordinances
D) To impose President’s rule under

Article 356.

In which of the following situations would

the imposition of President’s Rule in a

state be considered proper?

A)  When the state government is
accused of corruption.

B)  When there is a hung assembly after
general elections.

C)  When the governor does not allow
the ministry to prove its majority.

D) When there are allegations of
maladministration.
What majority is required for the

impeachment of the President of India in

the Parliament?

A)  Majority of the total membership of
each House

B)  Three-fourths majority of each House

C) Two-thirds majority of the total
membership of both Houses

D) Simple majority of members present
and voting in both Houses

Q67.

Q68.

Q69.

Q70.

Q71.

Q72.

Q73.

Which article of the Indian Constitution
deals with the election of the Vice
President of India?

A)  Article 63

) Article 64

) Article 65

) Article 66

TR

Who acts as the ex-officio Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha?

A)  The President of India

B)  The Vice President of India

C)  The Prime Minister of India

D)  The Speaker of the Lok Sabha

What is the minimum age requirement for
a candidate to be eligible for the position
of Vice President of India?

A)  25years
B) 30 years
C)  35years
D) 40 years

Which article of the Indian Constitution
outlines the appointment of the Prime
Minister?

A)  Article 74

) Article 75

) Article 76

) Article 77

gn=

Who appoints the Prime Minister of India?
A)  The President of India

) The Vice President of India

) The Chief Justice of India

) The Speaker of the Lok Sabha

gn=

What is the primary role of the Prime

Minister in the Council of Ministers?

A)  To act as the ceremonial head of state

B) To preside over the meetings of the
Rajya Sabha

C) To head the Council of Ministers and
aid and advise the President

D) To manage the judicial functions of the
government

Which of the following statements about
the Prime Minister's powers in relation to
the Council of Ministers is incorrect?
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Q75. Who has the

A) The Prime Minister can allocate and
reshuffle various portfolios among the
ministers.

B) The Prime Minister can ask a minister
to resign or advise the President to
dismiss him in case of a difference of
opinion.

C)  The Prime Minister's recommendation
is required for the President to appoint
any minister.

D) The resignation or death of any
minister leads to the automatic
resignation of all other ministers.

Q74. What is the maximum number of ministers

allowed in the Council of Ministers as per

the Constitution (91st Amendment) Act,

2003?

A) 10% of the total members of Lok
Sabha

B) 15% of the total members of Lok
Sabha

C) 20% of the total members of Lok
Sabha

D) 25% of the total members of Lok
Sabha

authority to allocate
portfolios among the ministers in the
Council of Ministers?

A)  The President of India

) The Vice President of India

) The Prime Minister of India

) The Speaker of the Lok Sabha

TROR

Q76. Which of the following duties is NOT

explicitly mentioned as a responsibility of

the Prime Minister towards the President

of India?

A) Communicating all decisions of the
council of ministers relating to the
administration of the Union and
proposals for legislation

B)  Furnishing information relating to the
administration of the Union and
proposals for legislation as called for
by the President

C) Submitting for the President's
approval any international treaties and
agreements

D)  Submitting for the consideration of the
council of ministers any matter
decided by a minister but not
considered by the council if required
by the President

Q77. Which of the following statements about

Q78.

Q79.

Q80.

the Council of Ministers in India is

incorrect?

A) The ministers hold office during the
pleasure of the President.

B)  The Council of Ministers is collectively
responsible to the Lok Sabha.

C) A minister can remain in office
without being a member of Parliament
for any length of time.

D) The salaries and allowances of
ministers are determined by the
Parliament.

Under which article of the Indian

Constitution is it stipulated that all
executive actions of the Government of
India shall be expressed to be taken in the
name of the President, and it also
empowers the President to make rules for
the more convenient transaction of
government business?

A)  Article 73

B) Article 74

C)  Article77

D)  Article 78

What is a distinguishing characteristic of

ad hoc Cabinet Committees in India?

A) They are permanent in nature and
continue to function indefinitely.

B) They are established by the
Constitution and have fixed roles.

C) They are formed temporarily to

address specific issues and are
disbanded after their task is
completed.

D) They consist exclusively of non-

Cabinet Ministers.

What is the primary purpose of cabinet

committees in India?

A) To oversee the functioning of the
President's office
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B) To assist the Prime Minister in policy
formulation and decision-making

C) To monitor the functioning of the
Supreme Court

D) To supervise the activities of the
Election Commission of India

Q81. Which of the following qualifications is

required to become a member of the

Parliament?

A)  Must be a citizen of the country

B)  Must hold a doctoral degree

C) Must be a resident of that
constituency

D)  Must be over 30 years of age

Q82. What is the minimum age requirement for

a person to be eligible for election to the
House of Representatives?

A) 18 years
B) 21 years
C)  25years
D) 30 years

Q83. Which statement about the term 'Office of

Profit' in India is correct?

A) It is clearly defined in the Constitution
of India.

B) It is defined exclusively by the
Parliament (Prevention of
Disqualification) Act, 1959.

C) It is interpreted based on various
judicial decisions, laws, and rules.

D) It applies only to elected members of
the Lok Sabha.

Q84. Which of the following statements about

the removal of the Speaker of the Lok

Sabha is correct?

A) The Speaker can be removed by a
resolution passed by a majority of the
all the then members of the Lok Sabha.

B) The Speaker serves a fixed term and
cannot be removed before completion.

C) The Prime Minister has the authority
to remove the Speaker.

D) The Speaker is appointed directly by
the President and can be removed by
them.

Q85.

Qse6.

Q87.

Qss.

Q89.

Q90.

What is the maximum number of days that
must elapse between two sessions of the
Parliament?

A)  30days
B) 60 days
C)  90days
D) 180 days

What is the first stage in the legislative
procedure for a bill in the Parliament?

A)  Committee Stage

B) Report Stage

C)  Second Reading

D) Introduction and First Reading

Which house of the Indian Parliament can
a Money Bill be introduced in?

A)  Either House of Parliament

B)  The Rajya Sabha

C)  The Lok Sabha

D)  The President's Office

Under which circumstance can certain

provisions of the Indian Constitution be

amended by a simple majority of

Parliament?

A)  When amending provisions related to
the Supreme Court

B)  When amending provisions related to
the President's election

C) When amending provisions affecting
the federal structure of the
Constitution

D) When amending provisions affecting
the salary and allowances of MPs

Who presides over a Joint Sitting of the
two houses of Parliament?

A)  The Speaker of the Lok Sabha

B) The Vice President of India

C)  The President of India

D)  The Chairman of the Rajya Sabha

Which committee in the Indian Parliament
is responsible for scrutinizing and
reviewing the budgetary proposals before
they are presented in the Parliament?

A)  Public Accounts Committee (PAC)

) Estimates Committee

)  Committee on Public Undertakings

) Standing Committee on Finance

TR
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Q91. Which of the following statements about

charged expenditure in India's budgetary

process is correct?

A) Charged expenditure requires
approval through a vote in Parliament.

B) Parliament can only discuss charged
expenditure but cannot vote on it.

C) Charged expenditure includes all
expenditures  related to  state
governments.

D) Charged expenditure is decided solely
by the President.

Q92. Which house of Parliament has the power

to initiate and pass a vote of no confidence

against the Council of Ministers?

A) Lok Sabha

B) Rajya Sabha

C) Both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
jointly

D)  President's House

Q93. Which of the following is a shared power

between the Rajya Sabha and the Lok

Sabha?

A) Introduction of financial  bills
involving expenditure from the
Consolidated Fund of India

B) Selection of the Chief Election
Commissioner

C) Approval of ordinances issued by the
President

D) Consideration of reports of the
Finance Commission

Q94. What is the primary function of the Ethics

Committee in the Parliament?

A) To review and investigate allegations
of corruption against Members of
Parliament (MPs)

B) To formulate budgetary proposals for
parliamentary expenses

C) To oversee the conduct and behaviour
of MPs and ensure adherence to
ethical standards

D) To draft legislative bills related to
ethics and integrity in governance

Q95. Who appoints the members of the

Privilege Committee in the Indian
Parliament?

GAZETTE
A)  The Presiding officer
B)  The Prime Minister of India
C)  The President of India
D)  The Chief Justice of India

Q96. What is the maximum strength of the Lok

Sabha and the Rajya Sabha respectively?
A) 552 and 250
B) 545 and 245
C)  545and 250
D)  550and 245

Q97. Who acts as the presiding officer of the

Rajya Sabha in the absence of both the

Chairman and the Deputy Chairman?

A)  President of India

B)  Any member of the panel of vice-
chairpersons

C)  Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha

D)  Senior-most member of the Rajya
Sabha

Q98. What is the role of the Deputy Chairman

of the Rajya Sabha when the Chairman is

present?

A)  Acts as the Secretary of the House

B)  Acts as an ordinary member of the

House

C)  Presides over the House in the
Chairman's absence

D)  Represents the Rajya Sabha in
international forums

Q99. What is the purpose of a vote on account in

the Indian Parliament?

A) To approve the annual budget
presented by the Finance Minister

B) To authorize the government to
withdraw funds from the
Consolidated Fund of India for a
limited period

C) To conduct a confidence vote to test
the majority of the ruling government

D) To approve supplementary grants for
unforeseen expenditures

Q100. How long is the authorization granted

through a vote on account typically valid
for?

A) One month

B) Two months
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C) Six months B) Granting pardons to convicted
D) One year criminals.
C) Defeating the government on a vital
Q101. Which of the following circumstances issue.

allows the Parliament to make laws on
subjects enumerated in the State List?

A) When a proclamation of Financial

Q102.

Q103.

Q104.

Q105.

Emergency is in operation.

When Rajya Sabha passes a resolution
to that effect.

When the Lok Sabha passes a
resolution to that effect.

When the Prime Minister requests the
Parliament.

Which of the following is a method
through which the Parliament of India
exercises control over the Executive?

A) Passing ordinances during the recess
B) Organizing state elections

C) Introducing a no-confidence motion
D) Appointing Supreme Court judges

What action by the Lok Sabha can

indicate a lack of confidence in the

government?

A) Passing a resolution in the Rajya
Sabha

B) Approving a Money Bill

C) Passing a cut motion

D) Refusing a Constitution Bill

What is the 'rule of lapse' in the context
of the Indian Parliament's financial
powers?

A) It allows the government to carry
forward unspent funds to the next
financial year.

B) It mandates that unspent funds by
the end of the financial year return
to the Consolidated Fund of India.

C) It permits the creation of reserve
funds  without  parliamentary
authorization.

D) It grants the Executive the power to
reallocate unspent funds at its
discretion.

Which judicial function is exclusively
vested in the Indian Parliament?
A) Reviewing Supreme Court decisions.

Q106.

Q107.

Q108.

Q109.

D) Recommending the removal of the
Chief Election Commissioner.

In which of the following scenarios does

the Rajya Sabha play a crucial role in

legislative matters?

A) Introduction of money bills for
taxation purposes.

B) Approval of annual budgets before
they are enacted.

C) Passing of ordinary bills related to
Union List subjects.

D) Authorising the Parliament to
legislate on State List subjects.

During which period are members of
Parliament protected from arrest in civil
cases?

A) 40 days before and after a session

B) During parliamentary sessions only
C) Throughout the year

D) Only during criminal cases

Which of the following is a cardinal
feature of the British constitutional
system according to AV Dicey?

A) Sovereignty of Parliament

B) Federalism

C) Separation of powers

D) Judicial review

Which of the following statements

correctly  differentiates the Indian

Parliament from the British Parliament?

A) Both have unrestricted legislative
powers.

B) The Indian Parliament's authority is
restricted by justiciable fundamental
rights.

C) The British Parliament has a codified

charter guaranteeing fundamental
rights.
D) Both are sovereign bodies with

unlimited jurisdiction.
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Q110.

Q111.

Q112.

Q113.

Which of the following is not a

characteristic of a  parliamentary

committee in India?

A) Appointed or elected by the House

B) Works under the direction of the
Speaker/Chairman

C) Presents its report to the House or
Speaker/Chairman

D) Consists of members of Parliament
without meeting the specified
conditions

Which of the following statements about

the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) is

correct?

A) The chairman of the PAC is always
from the ruling party.

B) The PAC examines questions of
policy in a broader sense.

C) The PAC recommendations are
binding on the ministries.

D) The PAC is assisted by the
Comptroller and Auditor General.

Which of the following statements about

the Estimates Committee is correct?

A) Its primary function is to suggest
economies in public expenditure.

B) Its chairman is always from the
Opposition.

C) It examines budget estimates before
they are voted by Parliament.

D) It includes members from both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

Which of the following statements about
the Committee on Public Undertakings
is correct?

A) Its members are elected by both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

B) Its functions include examining the
management of public undertakings
according to sound  business
principles.

C) It examines the reports of public
undertakings before they are audited
by the CAG.

D) The chairman of the committee is
appointed from the Rajya Sabha
members.

Q114.

Q115.

Q116.

Q117.

What was a significant change brought

by the RTI Amendment Act, 2019

regarding pension deductions for

Information Commissioners?

A) Itincreased pension deductions.

B) It introduced pension deductions for
the first time.

C) It made
voluntary.

D) It removed pension deductions.

pension  deductions

Which provision was introduced by the
Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Act, 2019, regarding the
composition of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)?

A) It mandated that the Chairperson
must be a former Chief Justice of
India.

B) It increased the number of members
to three, including at least one
woman.

C) It allowed retired judges of the High
Court to be appointed as members.

D) It made the Chairpersons of other
commissions ex-officio members.

According to the Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act (2013), which entity is responsible
for establishing the institution of
Lokayukta in the states?

A) Central Government

B) President of India

C) State Legislature

D) Supreme Court of India

Which of the following is not a function
of the National Investigation Agency
(NIA)?

A) To investigate and prosecute offences
under the Acts specified in the
Schedule of the NIA Act.

B) To conduct economic
investigations across India.

offences

C) To provide assistance to other
intelligence and investigation
agencies of the central and state
governments.

D) To take measures necessary for the
speedy and effective implementation
of the provisions of the NIA Act.
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Q118. Who is the ex-officio chairperson of the Q122. The concept of  transformative
National Disaster Management constitutionalism emphasizes:
Authority (NDMA)? A) Strict adherence to original intent of
A) President of India the Constitution's framers.
B) Prime Minister of India B) Judicial deference to the legislature
C) Home Minister of India on socio-economic issues.
D) Chief Justice of India C) The Constitution as a living
document that evolves with society.
Q119. Which part of the Constitution deals D) The primacy of the executive branch
with "The Co-operative Societies" in policy implementation.
following the 97th Constitutional
Amendment Act of 2011? Q123. How can a judge of the Supreme Court
A) PartIX of India be removed from office?
B) PartIX-A A) By  the  President on  the
C) PartIX-B recommendation of the Chief Justice
D) PartIX-C of India.
B) By the President on  the
Q120. In the context of federalism, which of recommendation of the Prime
the following pairs of judicial doctrines Minister.
are MOST LIKELY to create conflict C) By the President on  the
between the Centre and the States? recommendation of the Parliament.
A) Stare Decisis & In Pari Materia D) By the Chief Justice of India on the
B) Colourable Legislation & Pith and recommendation of the President.
Substance Doctrine
C) Essential Legislative Functions & Q124. Under what circumstances can a judge of
Ratio Decidendi a High Court be appointed as an ad hoc
D) Doctrine of Eclipse & Prospective judge of the Supreme Court of India?
Overruling A) When there is a lack of quorum of the
permanent judges.
Q121. What change did the Supreme Court's B) When the Chief Justice of India is
ruling in the Second Judges case (1993) temporarily absent.
bring regarding the appointment of C) When the judge of a High Court
judges in India? requests for additional duties.
A) It established that the President's D) When the judge of a High Court is
consultation with the Chief Justice of recommended by the Prime Minister.
India must entail concurrence rather
than mere exchange of views. Q125. Which provision of the Indian
B) It mandated that the President Constitution ensures that the salaries,
consults a collegium consisting of allowances, and pensions of Supreme
four senior-most judges of the Court judges are non-votable by
Supreme Court for judge Parliament?
appointments. A) Mode of Appointment
C) It declared the National Judicial B) Security of Tenure
Appointments Commission (N] Act C) Fixed Service Conditions
of 2014 as unconstitutional and D) Expenses Charged on Consolidated
reinstated the collegium system for Fund
judge appointments.)
D) It affirmed that the Chief Justice of Q126. Which disputes fall under the exclusive

India has sole authority to appoint
judges without the need for
consultation with other judges.

original jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court of India?
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Q127.

Q128.

Q129.

A) Disputes arising ~ from  pre-
Constitution treaties or agreements.

B) Inter-state water disputes.

C) Disputes involving questions of law
or fact on legal rights between the
Centre and states or among states.

D) Commercial disputes between the
Centre and states.

What is the key difference between the
writ jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
and that of the high courts in India?

A) The Supreme Court can issue writs
only for the enforcement of
Fundamental Rights, while high
courts can issue writs for any legal
dispute.

B) High  courts have  exclusive
jurisdiction to issue writs, while the
Supreme Court has concurrent
jurisdiction.

C) The Supreme Court can issue writs
for political disputes, while high
courts cannot.

D) The Supreme Court's writ jurisdiction
is exclusive for Fundamental Rights,
while high courts can issue writs for
both Fundamental Rights and other
purposes.

Under what circumstances can an appeal

be made to the Supreme Court from a

judgement of a high court in civil

matters?

A) When the high court certifies that the
case involves a substantial question of
law that requires interpretation of the
Constitution.

B) When the case involves a sum of
20,000 or more.

C) When the Supreme Court decides
that the «case is of national
importance.

D) When the President of India grants
special permission for the appeal.

Under what circumstances can the

Supreme Court grant special leave to

appeal?

A) When the appellant has exhausted all
other legal remedies.

Q130.

Q131.

Q132.

B) When the case involves a substantial
question of law.

C) When the case has been pending for
more than five years.

D) When the Supreme Court exercises its
discretionary power.

Under what circumstances is the
Supreme Court obligated to provide an
advisory opinion to the President of
India?

A) When the President requests an
opinion on any dispute between
states.

B) When the Supreme Court considers
the matter to be of public importance.

C) When the dispute arises out of a pre-
constitution treaty or agreement.

D) When the Supreme Court considers
the matter to be judicially significant.

What is the scope of the Supreme
Court's power regarding contempt of
court?

A) It can punish for contempt only when
the matter wilful
disobedience to its own judgements.

B) It can punish for contempt of itself,
high courts, subordinate courts, and
tribunals across India.

C) It can punish for contempt only with
a maximum fine of X2,000.

D) It can punish for contempt only with
simple imprisonment for a term not
exceeding six months.

involves

What is the significance of the power of
judicial review vested in the Supreme
Court of India?

A) It allows the Supreme Court to
amend legislative enactments and
executive orders.

B) It enables the Supreme Court to
declare laws and executive actions
unconstitutional and invalid.

C) It empowers the Supreme Court to
appoint judges to lower courts.

D) It permits the Supreme Court to issue
writs for the enforcement of
fundamental rights.
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Q133.

Q134.

Q135.

Q136.

Q137.

Q138.

Who has the authority to designate an
Advocate as a Senior Advocate in India?
A) The President of India

B) The Supreme Court of India

C) The Bar Council of India

D) The Ministry of Law and Justice

Who is exclusively authorized to file
matters or documents before the
Supreme Court of India?

A) Senior Advocates

B) Advocates with 10 years of practice

experience
C) Advocates  designated by the
Attorney General

D) Advocates-on-Record

Which landmark case did the Supreme
Court use its power of judicial review to
declare both the 99th Constitutional
Amendment, 2014 and the National
Judicial Appointments Commission
(NJAC) Act, 2014 as unconstitutional and
null and void?

A) Golaknath case

B) Minerva Mills case

C) Kesavananda Bharati case

D) Fourth Judges case

Which Article of the Indian Constitution
guarantees the right to move the
Supreme Court for the enforcement of
Fundamental Rights?

A) Article 13

B) Article 32

C) Article 226

D) Article 136

On which of the following grounds can

the constitutional validity of a

legislative enactment or an executive

order be challenged in the Supreme

Court or High Courts in India?

A) It violates the Fundamental Rights.

B) It is within the competence of the
authority that framed it.

C) Itis repugnant to international laws.

D) It aligns with the due process of law.

Which Supreme Court case ruled that
laws placed under the Ninth Schedule

Q139.

Q140.

Q141.

Q142.

after April 24, 1973, are open to
challenge if they violate Fundamental
Rights or the basic structure of the
Constitution?

A) Golaknath case

B) Minerva Mills case

C) LR. Coelho case

D) Kesavananda Bharati case

Which of the following statements about
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) is
correct?

A) PIL is a traditional form of litigation
where  individual  rights  are
adjudicated.

B) PIL is primarily intended to enforce
the rights of one individual against
another.

C) PIL aims to promote and vindicate
public interest and address the
constitutional and legal rights of
disadvantaged groups.

D) In PIL, the Court's role is passive and
it follows rigid procedural rules.

Which of the following categories is not
ordinarily entertained as Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) by the Supreme Court?
A) Petitions from riot-victims

B) Landlord-tenant matters

C) Petitions against police harassment
D) Environmental pollution issues

Which of the following guidelines has

the Supreme Court laid down to check

the misuse of Public Interest Litigation

(PIL)?

A) Encourage all PILs without exception

B) Formulate rules for each High Court
to discourage PILs with oblique
motives

C) Allow petitions without verifying the
credentials of the petitioner

D) Entertain petitions regardless of
public interest involved

Which High Court has the jurisdiction
over Andaman and Nicobar Islands?

A) Calcutta High Court

B) Madras High Court

C) Bombay High Court
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Q143.

Q144.

Q145.

Q146.

D) Andhra Pradesh High Court

Which of the following is a condition for
holding the office of the governor as per
the Constitution of India?

A) The governor must be a member of
either House of Parliament.

B) The governor can hold another office
of profit.

C) The governor's emoluments and
allowances cannot be diminished
during his term of office.

D) The governor is entitled to use his
official residence only with payment
of rent.

Which of the following is not an

power exercised by the

Governor as per the Constitution of

India?

A) Appointing the Chief Minister and
other ministers

B) Appointing the Chairman and
members of the State Public Service
Commission

C) Removing  the
Commissioner

D) Acting as the Chancellor of
universities in the state

executive

State Election

Which of the following is not a

legislative power exercised by the

Governor of a state in India?

A) Summoning or proroguing the state
legislature

B) Addressing the state legislature at the
commencement of each session

C) Issuing ordinances when the state
legislature is not in session

D) Appointing the Chief Minister and
other ministers

Which of the following statements
regarding the financial powers of the
Governor of a state in India is not
correct?

A) The Governor ensures that the
Annual Financial Statement (state
budget) is laid before the state
legislature.

Q147.

Q148.

Q149.

B) Money bills can be introduced in the
state legislature only with the
Governor's prior recommendation.

C) No demand for a grant can be made
except on the Governor's
recommendation.

D) The Governor constitutes a finance
commission after every five years to
review the state exchequer.

Which judicial power is exercised

exclusively by the Governor of a state in

India?

A) Appointment of
Supreme Court

B) Appointment of district judges in
consultation with the state high court

C) Granting pardons, respites, and
remissions of punishment

D) Making appointments to the judicial
service of the state

judges to the

Which principle of Dicey's Rule of Law
emphasizes that no person should be
punished or made to suffer except for a
breach of law?

A) Supremacy of Law

B) Equality before Law

C) Predominance of Legal Spirit

D) Judicial Review

Which statement accurately contrasts the
pardoning powers of the President and
the Governor in India?

A) The President can grant pardon for
offences against state laws, whereas
the Governor can grant pardon for
offences against Central laws.

B) The President can pardon a death
sentence, whereas the Governor
cannot pardon but can only suspend,
remit, or commute a death sentence.

C) The President's pardoning powers
extend to offences tried by military
courts, while the Governor has no
authority over such cases.

D) The President's pardoning powers are
applicable only to minor offences,
whereas the Governor can pardon
any type of offence.
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Q150.

Q151.

Q152.

Q153.

According to the Constitution of India,

in which of the following scenarios does

the governor exercise discretion without
the aid and advice of the council of
ministers?

A) Recommending the imposition of
President's Rule in the state.

B) Dissolution of the state legislative
assembly upon the council of
ministers' loss of majority.

C) Appointment of the Chief Minister in
case of a hung assembly.

D) Establishing separate development
boards in specified regions as
directed by the President.

Which of the following is not a power or
function typically exercised by the Chief
Minister in a state government?

A) Advising the governor on
summoning and proroguing sessions
of the state legislature.

B) Recommending dissolution of the
legislative assembly to the governor.

C) Acting as the chairman of the State
Planning Board.

D) Exercising discretionary powers in
matters related to law and order
during emergencies.

According to Article 164 of the Indian

Constitution, which of the following

statements about the Chief Minister and

the council of ministers is incorrect?

A) The Chief Minister is appointed by
the governor.

B) Other ministers are appointed by the
governor on the advice of the Chief
Minister.

C) Ministers hold office during the
pleasure of the governor.

D) The council of ministers is collectively
responsible to the Parliament.

According to Article 163 of the Indian

Constitution, which statement about the

discretionary powers of the Governor is

correct?

A) The Governor's decisions based on
discretion can be reviewed by the
President.

Q154.

Q155.

Q156.

B) If any question arises regarding the
Governor's discretion, the decision of
the Governor is final and cannot be
challenged in court.

C) The Governor must always act
according to the advice of the Chief
Minister and the council of ministers.

D) The Governor exercises discretion
only in matters related to the
judiciary.

According to Article 166 of the Indian

Constitution, which statement about the

conduct of executive action in a state

government is correct?

A) All executive actions of the state
government must be approved by the
Chief Minister before being expressed
in the name of the Governor.

B) Orders and instruments made in the
name of the Governor must be
authenticated as specified in rules
made by the President.

C) The validity of an order or instrument
authenticated in the name of the
Governor cannot be challenged on the
grounds of its authenticity.

D) The Governor has the discretion to
make rules for the conduct of
business without consulting the Chief
Minister.

According to the Constitution of India,
what is the status of legal responsibility
of ministers in the states?

A) Ministers in the states are legally
responsible for all executive actions
and orders of the Governor.

B) The Constitution mandates that every
order of the Governor for a public act
must be countersigned by a minister.

C) There is no provision for legal
responsibility of ministers in the
states as there is at the Centre.

D) Ministers in the states are accountable
to the courts for the advice they
render to the Governor.

What is the maximum strength of a
legislative assembly in India as per the
Constitution?
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Q157.

Q158.

Q159.

Q160.

Q161.

A) 500
B) 600
C) 400
D) 700

What is the maximum strength of a
legislative council in relation to the total
strength of the corresponding legislative
assembly?

A) One-third

B) One-half

C) Two-thirds

D) One-fourth

What is the minimum age requirement
for a person to be eligible for
membership in the legislative assembly
in India?

A) 18 years

B) 21 years

C) 25years

D) 30 years

Who  decides the question of
disqualification under the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution for
members of the legislative council and
legislative assembly?

A) President

B) Governor

C) Chairman/Speaker

D) Prime Minister

Who appoints the chairman of various
committees in the legislative assembly
and also supervises their functioning?
A) Chief Minister

B) Governor

C) Deputy Speaker

D) Speaker

Which of the following statements
accurately distinguishes the role of the
Speaker in the legislative assembly from
that of the Chairman in the legislative
council?

A) The Speaker decides whether a bill is
a Money Bill, with final authority on
the matter.

B) The Chairman presides over joint
sessions of the legislative assembly

Q162.

Q163.

Q164.

and council whereas speaker does not
have that power.

C) The Speaker is elected by the
members of the legislative assembly
whereas the chairman is an ex-officio
member of the council.

D) The Chairman supervises the
functioning of all committees of the
legislative assembly while speaker
does not supervise.

What distinguishes the procedure for
resolving deadlocks between the two
Houses of Parliament and the two
Houses of a state legislature regarding
the passage of bills?

A) Parliament can resolve a deadlock
through a joint sitting, whereas state
legislatures rely on the passage of the
bill by the originating House for the
second time.

B) Both Parliament and state legislatures
can resolve a deadlock through a joint
sitting summoned by the President or
Governor, respectively.

C) State legislatures can
deadlock through a joint sitting,
similar to Parliament.

D) Parliament can override the Rajya

resolve a

Sabha, whereas state legislatures
cannot override the legislative
council.

In state legislatures, which statement
accurately describes the relationship
between the legislative council and the

legislative assembly in matters of
ordinary bills?
A) The council can override the

assembly's decision by passing the
bill for the second time.

B) The assembly's decision prevails over
the council in case of disagreement.

C) The council has the final say in the
passage of bills.

D) Both houses must agree on every bill
before it becomes law.

What are the essential qualifications
required for appointment as a judge of a
high court in India?
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Q165.

Q166.

Q167.

Q168.

A) Citizenship of India and at least
fifteen years of practice as an
advocate in a high court

B) Citizenship of India and ten years of
judicial service in India

C) Citizenship of India and minimum
age of thirty-five years

D) Citizenship of India and a law degree
from a recognized university

Which of the following is NOT a

condition under which a judge of a high

court in India vacates their office?

A) Attaining the age of 62 years

B) Being removed by the President on
the recommendation of Parliament

C) Resigning by writing to the President

D) Completing a fixed tenure of ten
years

Which of the following is NOT a step in
the procedure for the removal of a judge
of a high court in India?

A) A removal motion signed by 100 Lok
Sabha members or 50 Rajya Sabha
members is submitted

B) The President appoints a three-
member committee to investigate the
charges

C) The committee consists of a Supreme
Court judge, a chief justice of a high
court, and a distinguished jurist

D) Each House of Parliament must pass
the removal motion by a special
majority

Which of the following matters does

NOT fall under the original jurisdiction

of a high court in India?

A) Matters of admiralty and contempt of
court

B) Disputes relating to the election of
members of Parliament and state
legislatures

C) Original criminal jurisdiction in cases
of higher value

D) Enforcement of fundamental rights of
citizens

"Under which circumstances does a
single judge's decision in the High

Q169.

Q170.

Q171.

Court allow for an intra-court appeal to
the division bench?"

A) Criminal appeals only

B) Civil appeals involving questions of

law only
C) Appeals against tribunal decisions
D) Appeals from administrative
decisions

Which of the following statements about
the Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT) is true?

A) The CAT's jurisdiction extends to
members of the defence forces and
officers of the Supreme Court.

B) Appeals against CAT orders can only
be made directly to the Supreme

Court.

C) The CAT is bound by the Civil
Procedure Code of 1908.

D) The CAT operates under the
principles of mnatural justice and

appeals against its orders lie before
the division bench of the concerned
high court.

Which of the following

recommendations was made by the

Ashok Mehta Committee regarding the

Panchayati Raj system?

A) Introduction of a three-tier system of
Panchayati Raj.

B) Supervision of Panchayati Raj
elections by the Governor.

C) Compulsory powers of taxation for
Panchayati Raj institutions.

D) Direct control of development
functions by state governments.

Which of the following statements about

the Panchayati Raj Act is correct?

A) The Act mandates a two-tier system
of Panchayati Raj in all states.

B) The Act provides for the reservation
of seats for women in Panchayats.

C) The Act excludes scheduled tribes
from the reservation of seats.

D) The Act requires the chairperson of
village Panchayats to be elected
directly by the people.
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Q174.

Q175.

Q176.

Q177.

What is the maximum period within
which fresh elections must be held if a
Panchayat s dissolved  before
completing its five-year term?

A) Three months

B) Six months

C) One year

D) Immediately

Which of the following is a key

objective of the PESA Act of 1996?

A) To  centralize  governance in
Scheduled Areas

B) To limit the powers of Gram Sabhas

C) To extend self-rule and participatory
democracy to tribal populations

D) To abolish traditional practices in
Scheduled Areas

What is one of the responsibilities of the

state finance commission regarding

municipalities?

A) Authorizing municipalities to levy
taxes

B) Reviewing the financial position of
municipalities every five years

C) Assigning grants-in-aid directly from
the central government

D) Allocating funds for state government
projects

Under whose administrative control

does a cantonment board operate?

A) State government

B) Local municipal authority

C) Central government's
ministry

D) District magistrate's office

defence

Who appoints the Chief Minister of the
National Capital Territory of Delhi?

A) Lt. Governor

B) President of India

C) Election Commission of India

D) Legislative Assembly

Who has the authority to declare an area
as a scheduled area under the Fifth
Schedule of the Indian Constitution?

A) Governor of the state

B) President of India

Q178.

Q179.

Q180.

Q181.

Q182.

Q183.

C) Prime Minister of India
D) Parliament of India

Who must the governor of a state consult
before making regulations for the peace
and good government of a scheduled
area?

A) Prime Minister

B) President

C) Tribes Advisory Council

D) Parliament

What is required for laws made by
district and regional councils in
autonomous  districts of  Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram to
become effective?

A) Assent from the Governor

B) Approval from the President

C) Approval from Parliament

D) Approval from the State Legislature

Which body determines the territorial
areas of electoral constituencies in
India?

A) Parliament

B) Delimitation Commission

C) Supreme Court

D) State Legislature

What qualifications must the chairman

of the Finance Commission have?

A) A judge of the Supreme Court

B) Experience in public affairs

C) Specialised knowledge of finance and
accounts

D) Wide experience in financial matters
and administration

Which body determines the
qualifications and selection process for
the members of the Finance
Commission?

A) President of India

B) Supreme Court

C) Parliament

D) Finance Ministry

Who acts as the ex-officio Secretary to
the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council?
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Q185.

Q186.

Q187.

A) Chief Economic Advisor

B) Union Finance Minister

C) Union Revenue Secretary

D) Chairman of the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs

Which constitutional amendment led to
the establishment of separate bodies for
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in India?

A) 65th Constitutional Amendment Act
B) 89th Constitutional Amendment Act
C) 99th Constitutional Amendment Act
D) 102nd Constitutional Amendment
Act

Who forwards the annual report of the
National Commission for Scheduled
Tribes to the state governor for
presentation before the state legislature?
A) President of India

B) Chief Justice of India

C) Prime Minister

D) Chairperson of the Commission

What powers does the National
Commission for Backward Classes
(NCBC) have while investigating

matters or complaints?

A) Power to issue arrest warrants

) Power to impose fines

) Power to issue executive orders

) Power to summon witnesses and
documents

TROR=S

Which of the following is NOT a duty or

power of the Comptroller and Auditor

General (CAG) as per the Constitution

and the CAG’s (Duties, Powers and

Conditions of Service) Act, 1971?

A) Auditing the accounts of private
corporations and bodies

B) Auditing the accounts related to all
expenditure from the Consolidated
Fund of each state

C) Auditing the accounts related to all
expenditure from the Consolidated
Fund of India

D) Auditing the receipts and
expenditure of Government
companies

Q188.

Q189.

Q190.

Q191.

Q192.

Which of the following limitations

applies to the Attorney General of

India?

A) He cannot appear in any court in the
territory of India.

B) He cannot advise or hold a brief
against the Government of India.

C) He cannot speak in the proceedings
of the Parliament.

D) He cannot participate in any
committee of the Parliament.

What powers does the Central
Information Commission have during
inquiry proceedings?

A) It can order inquiry into any matter
based on reasonable grounds.

B) It can issue directions for the
appointment of Public Information
Officers.

C) It can impose penalties on applicants
for frivolous complaints.

D) It can publish information without
conducting an inquiry.

What is the maximum number of
Vigilance Commissioners that can be
appointed to the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC)?

A) One

B) Two

C) Three

D) Four

Under the 'Sishu Saathi' scheme in West

Bengal, which medical condition(s) are

eligible for free treatment?

A) Congenital cataracts and Sickle Cell
Anaemia

B) Cleft palates and Thalassemia

C) Cleft lips and congenital heart defects

D) Congenital cataracts and Orthopaedic
Conditions

Which department houses the Single

Window Cell for the Shilpa Sathi

initiative in West Bengal?

A) Department of Commerce

B) West Bengal Industrial Development
Corporation (WBIDC)

C) Ministry of Industry and Commerce
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Q194.

Q195.

Q19.

D) Department of Industrial Promotion
and Policy

What is the primary objective of issuing

'Samajik  Mukti' cards by the

government to unorganised sector

workers in the State?

A) To provide free healthcare services

B) To distribute financial aid during
emergencies

C) To streamline delivery of social
welfare benefits

D) To offer subsidised housing for

workers

What is the one-time financial assistance
provided to the family members of a
registered  fisherman under the
Matsyajeebi Bandhu scheme introduced
by the West Bengal government?

A) R1lakh

) X2lakh

) 3 lakh

) %4 lakh

TROR

What is the main purpose of the Shilpa

Sathi initiative launched by the

Government of West Bengal?

A) To facilitate setting up of industries
by streamlining licensing procedures

B) To provide financial assistance to
small industries

C) To promote export-oriented
industries in rural areas
D) To provide employment

opportunities in urban districts

What change was made to the licensing

requirements for trades deemed

"offensive and dangerous" under the

West Bengal Panchayat (Amendment)

Act, 2015?

A) They were reclassified as trades "of
special nature"

B) The licence requirement was removed
entirely

Q197.

Q198.

Q199.

Q200.

C) The term "offensive and dangerous"
was retained without changes

D) The licensing process was made

stricter

What is one of the primary objectives of
the "Sufal Bangla" initiative?
A) To export vegetables to other states
B) To help farmers get a premium price
and a rational share in consumer's
price
C) To create private vegetable markets
D) To limit the sale of fruits and
vegetables to only government-run
stores

What is the primary purpose of the

Yuvasree scheme introduced by the

Government of West Bengal?

A) To provide scholarships to students

B) To offer financial assistance to
unemployed youth

C) To fund small businesses

D) To support agricultural development

What is the primary objective of the Nijo

Griha Nijo Bhumi Prakalpo scheme

launched by the Government of West

Bengal?

A) To provide financial assistance to
small businesses

B) To distribute agricultural equipment
to farmers

C) To provide 5 decimal of land to
eligible landless families

D) To offer scholarships to rural students

Which government body recommended

the establishment of the Lokpal and

lokayukta in India?

A) Election Commission of India

B) Administrative Reforms Commission
(ARC)

C) Law Commission of India

D) Planning Commission of India
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