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. APPOINTMENTS

Chairperson of the 23rd Law
Commission of India

Justice (Retd.) Dinesh Maheshwari appointed
as Chairperson of 23rd Law Commission.

Law Commission of India: Executive advisory
body to Ministry of Law and Justice, headed
by a retired judge, fixed tenure. First
Commission: Established in 1834 under
Charter Act 1833, chaired by Lord Macaulay.
First independent India Commission: Est. in
1955 for 3 years.

23rd Law Commission: Constituted on 1 Sept
2024, tenure till 31 Aug 2027. Terms of
Reference: Align laws with Directive Principles
and Preamble, assess globalisation impact on
food security & unemployment, protect
marginalised, reform judicial system for
efficiency and reduce delays.

Special Directors of the
Enforcement Directorate

The five newly appointed Special Directors of
the Enforcement Directorate are Viplav
Kumar Choudhry, T Sankar, N Padmanaban,
Rajnish Dev Barman, and Manu Tentiwal.

ED - established 1956 under Ministry of
Finance. Enforces the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA), and Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act (FEOA). HQ: New
Delhi. Led by the Director of Enforcement,
supported by Special Directors, Additional
Directors, and Joint Directors. Handles
economic crimes and enforces financial laws.
Special Courts under PMLA ensure speedy
trials; judges appointed by the Central
Government in consultation with the High
Court.

Director General of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR)

Dr. Mangi Lal Jat assumed charge as Secretary
of the Department of Agricultural Research
and Education (DARE) and Director General
of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR).

ICAR, an autonomous body under the
Ministry  of  Agriculture, coordinates
agricultural education and research in India
and is the largest network of its kind globally.
The Agriculture Minister serves as its
president. The Yashpal Committee (2009)
recommended a unified regulatory body for
higher education, but currently, agricultural
education is regulated by ICAR, the Veterinary
Council of India, and the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education.

Deputy Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)

The Indian government has re-appointed T.
Rabi Sankar as Deputy Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for one year from
May 3, 2025. The Deputy Governor is the
second-highest executive after the Governor.
Since its establishment in 1934, RBI has had
63 Deputy Governors. The rank is equivalent
to Secretary to the Government of India. The
usual term is three years, extendable by two
years. The first Deputy Governor was James
Braid Taylor, and K J Udeshi was the first
female Deputy Governor.
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52nd Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Justice B.R. Gavai was appointed as the 52nd
Chief Justice of India (CJI). The CJI is the
highest-ranking judge of the Supreme Court
and head of the Indian judiciary, appointed by
the President based on the recommendation
of the outgoing CJI and consultations with
other judges, as per Article 124(2) of the
Constitution. The Chief Justice serves until
the age of 65 or until removed through
impeachment under Article 124(4), which
requires a two-thirds majority in both Houses
of Parliament for proven misbehavior or
incapacity. Traditionally, the most senior
judge is appointed as CJI, although this
convention has been broken twice in history.
The Chief Justice allocates cases, forms
constitutional benches, oversees court
administration, and appoints court officials.
Additionally, the CJI acts as the de facto
Chancellor of the National Law School of
India University and Visitor of the National
Law University, Delhi.

Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) of
Bihar

The Election Commission of India appointed
IAS Vinod Kumar Gunjiyal as the new Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) of Bihar. The CEO is a
statutory authority representing the Election
Commission for conducting elections in states
and union territories, empowered by Article

. AWARDS

MacGregor Memorial Medal

Five military personnel were honoured with
the prestigious MacGregor Memorial Medal
for 2023 and 2024 for their exceptional
contributions to military reconnaissance,
exploration, and adventure.

The MacGregor Medal, instituted in 1887 in
memory of Maj. Gen. Sir Charles MacGregor,
honours exceptional military reconnaissance,
exploration, and adventure activities of

324 of the Constitution of India. Their powers
are defined under Section 13A of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950 and
Section 20 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951.

The CEO’s role includes pre-election duties
like coordinating with political parties, raising
public election awareness, ensuring availability
of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs),
stationery, and enforcing the Model Code of
Conduct. During elections, the CEO monitors
polling arrangements, sends statutory reports
to the Election Commission, seals EVMs, and
recommends re-polls if necessary. Post-
election responsibilities involve managing
counting arrangements, monitoring
candidates’ election expenditure, and directing
district officials.

The CEO also ensures law and order by
coordinating with police for election security,
conducting  vulnerability mapping, and
managing inter-state border controls if
needed.

Eligibility criteria for CEOs include being a
citizen of India, an officer of the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS), not holding an
office of profit, and maintaining political
neutrality during tenure. CEOs are deputed by
the Election Commission under the specified
laws to act on its behalf in states and union
territories.

national importance. Initially open to a wide
group, post-1947 it is awarded only to Indian
military personnel. Its scope now includes
land, sea, air operations, and expeditions like
mountaineering, rafting, and polar missions. A
total of 122 medals have been awarded, with
notable recipients like A.S. Lancaster and
Shahzad Mir receiving it twice.

The May 2025 Edition
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Laureus World Sports Awards

Mondo Duplantis won World Sportsman of
the Year, while Simone Biles claimed
Sportswoman of the Year, equalling Serena
Williams' record.

The Laureus World Sports Awards, known as
the “Oscars of Sports,” were established in
1999 by the Laureus Sport for Good
Foundation and first held in 2000 in Monte
Carlo. These annual global awards celebrate
the most outstanding athletes, teams, and
sporting achievements. The 2025 ceremony
marked its 25th anniversary in Madrid.

Poshan Tracker Application

The Poshan Tracker Application, won the
Prime Minister’'s Award for Excellence in
Public Administration 2024 under the
Innovation (Centre) category.

The Poshan Tracker, launched by the Ministry
of Women and Child Development under
Mission Poshan 2.0, is a real-time ICT tool to
monitor nutrition for children (0-6 vyears),
pregnant, and lactating women. It provides a
360-degree view of Anganwadi Centre
activities, uses WHO growth charts and
Growth Measuring Devices for accurate
health data, equips Anganwadi Workers with
smartphones via the GeM portal for smooth
data entry, and tracks migrant beneficiaries
through location-based AWC access.

Padma Awards

President Droupadi Murmu conferred the
Padma Awards 2025 to 71 distinguished
individuals during the Civil Investiture
Ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhawan.

Padma Awards are among India’s highest
civilian honours, announced annually on
Republic Day and presented in three
categories:

o

Padma Vibhushan:
distinguished service
Padma Bhushan: Distinguished service of
a high order

Padma Shri: Distinguished service

Exceptional and

(o]

Notable Awardees 2025:
L. Subramaniam (Music) - Padma
Vibhushan
Shekhar Kapur (Art) - Padma Bhushan
Pankaj Udhas (Posthumous, Ghazal
Singer) - Padma Bhushan
Nandamuri Balakrishna (Cinema/Public

Life) - Padma Bhushan

P.R. Sreejesh (Hockey) - Padma Bhushan
Jaspinder Narula (Music) - Padma Shri
Ravichandran Ashwin (Cricket) - Padma
Shri

Ganeshwar Shastri Dravid (Vedic Scholar)
- Padma Shri

Stephen Knapp (American author, Vedic
culture) - Padma Shri

Key facts about Padma Awards:

o

(@)

Instituted in 1954, renamed in 1955
Awardees get a Sanad (certificate) and a
medallion

Total awards capped at 120 per year
(excluding posthumous and foreigners)
Open nomination process including self-
nomination

Government servants (except doctors,
scientists) usually not eligible

Awards recognize distinguished
contributions across diverse fields: art,
social work, public affairs,
literature, sports, medicine, etc.
Awardees’ names published in the Gazette
of India on presentation day

Award does not confer any title or
prefix/suffix

science,

The Padma Awards Committee, headed by the
Cabinet Secretary, recommends recipients to the
Prime Minister and President for approval.
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. BOOKS & AUTHORS [CURRENT]

Book
Bravest of the Brave

Sanskriti Ka Paanchva Adhyay

‘I Am Circular’ Coffee Table Book.

The Kashmir Shawl

Ramanujan: Journey of a Great

Mathematician

Buransh: The Fragrance of Words

‘Al on Trial’

The Undying Light: A Personal
History of Independent India
The India | Saw

The Chief Minister and the Spy.
"Beyond the Courtroom"

The Undying Light: A Personal
History of Independent India

. BOOKS & AUTHORS [STATIC GK]

Books
Maximum City
Mario Vargas Llosa

My Experiments with Truth
A Fine Balance
India: A Million Mutinies Now

Author and Details
Lt. Gen. Satish Dua (Retd.). Subject: Heroic journey of Naib
Subedar Chunni Lal, a decorated soldier

A curated collection of PM Modi’s speeches on India’s cultural
and spiritual heritage.

Curated by the International Council for Circular Economy
(ICCE) to showcase India’s top 30 circular economy innovations
in a visually rich Coffee Table Book.

Rosie Thomas, pseudonym of British journalist Janey King,
published The Kashmir Shawl in 2011. It regained popularity in
2025, especially in Kashmir.

Authors Arun Singhal and Devendra Kumar Sharma explore the
extraordinary life of Srinivasa Ramanujan, highlighting his
mathematical genius and remarkable achievements despite
limited formal education.

Anupama Sharma

Shri Sujeet Kumar

Gopalkrishna Gandhi

S. Ambujammal's

Amarijit Singh Dulat

Fali S. Nariman

Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Author
Suketu Mehta

e The War of the End of the World (1981) - A historical
novel based on the War of Canudos in Brazil.

e The Feast of the Goat (2000) - A political thriller about
the Dominican Republic under the dictatorship of Rafael
Trujillo.

e Harsh Times (2019) - A novel about the 1954 coup in
Guatemala.

e Children’s Literature: Fonchito and the Moon (2022)
marked his first foray into children’s books.

M.K. Gandhi

Rohinton Mistry

V.S. Naipul

The May 2025 Edition

Page | €




APTI PLUS WBCS

Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd. g e e AT

CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION GAZETTE
City Improbable Edited by Khushwant Singh
Baumgartner’'s Bombay Anita Desai
All Roads Lead to Ganga Ruskin Bond
The Man-Eating Leopard of Rudraprayag Jim Corbett
A Search in Secret India Paul Brunton
Out of India Ruth Prawer Jhabvala
India’s Unending Journey Mark Tully
A Passage to India E.M. Forster
B osiTuARriEs |
Persons Details
ETEIEEIEL S| Daripalli Ramaiah, known as “Vanajeevi” or “Chettu Ramaiah,” was a Telangana
Vanajeevi environmentalist who planted over one crore saplings and received the Padma Shri

in 2017 for his afforestation efforts.

Kumudini Lakhia Kumudini Lakhia, the Kathak pioneer who modernized the dance with abstraction
and ensemble choreography, founder of Kadamb Centre, and Padma Vibhushan
awardee (2024), passed away at 94.

Mario Vargas Mario Vargas Llosa, Peruvian novelist and 2010 Nobel laureate known for

Llosa exploring power and individual resistance, passed away at 89, leaving a lasting
impact on Latin American literature.

Pope Francis Pope Francis, the first Latin American and Jesuit pope known for his reforms, social
justice advocacy, and compassion, passed away at 88.

Dr. K. Former ISRO Chairman and visionary scientist Dr. K. Kasturirangan passed away.

Kasturirangan He led key milestones like operationalising PSLV and advancing GSLV, and directed

next-gen satellites including INSAT-2 and IRS-1C/D. Beyond space, he chaired the
National Education Policy 2020 committee and authored the Kasturirangan Report
on Western Ghats conservation. Awarded Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, and
Padma Vibhushan, his legacy spans science, education, policy, and environmental
protection.

M. G.S. Renowned for his deep insights into Kerala’s ancient and medieval history, he

Narayanan shaped South Indian historiography through over 200 publications, including 112
research papers.

Shaji N Karun Shaji N Karun, iconic Malayalam filmmaker, passed away at 73, days after receiving

the J C Daniel Award. A pioneer of Malayalam cinema’s new wave, his debut Piravi
(1988) won global acclaim, and Swaham (1994) was nominated for the Palme d’'Or
at Cannes. He earned 7 National and 7 State Film Awards, including for Kutty
Srank (2010). Honored with the Padma Shri and France's Order of Arts and Letters.
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. SPORTS

Joe Root Becomes Fastest to
13,000 Test Runs

England’s Joe Root became the fastest player
to score 13,000 Test runs, achieving the
milestone in just 153 matches on May 22,
2025, against Zimbabwe.

He surpassed Jacques Kallis’ record of 159
matches. Root scored 34 runs in the innings
before being dismissed by Blessing
Muzarabani. Since his debut in 2012, Root has
been a mainstay of England’s middle order,
captained the team from 2017 to 2022, and
scored over 30 Test centuries.

Archery World Cup 2025

India won 7 medals (2 Gold, 1 Silver, 4
Bronze) at the Archery World Cup 2025 Stage
2 in Shanghai, marking one of its best-ever
performances.

Deepika Kumari claimed her 18th World Cup
medal with a bronze in women’s recurve,
while Parth Salunkhe bagged his first senior
bronze in men’s recurve. India dominated the
compound events, with Madhura
Dhamangaonkar winning gold in women'’s
compound individual, and the men’s
compound team (Verma, Yadav, Deotale) also
striking gold.

India’s 86th Chess Grandmaster

Srihari LR, a 19-year-old from Chennai, has
become India’s 86th Chess Grandmaster after
securing his final GM norm at the Asian
Individual Championship 2025 in Al-Ain, UAE.
Trained under GM Shyamsundar at Chess
Thulir Academy, he achieved his norms at
Qatar Masters 2023, Chennai GM Open
2024, and Al-Ain 2025, and crossed the 2500
Elo mark in August 2024. His unbeaten run in
the first 8 rounds, including wins over top
GMs, showcases India's rising dominance in
global chess.

2025 CCI Billiards Classic

Pankaj Advani won the 2025 CCI Billiards
Classic title by defeating Dhruv Sitwala 5-2 in
the final at CCl, Mumbai.

This marks his third CCI Classic title, adding to
his remarkable tally of 28 world titles across
billiards, snooker, and pool. With a winner's
prize of X2.5 lakh, the event reaffirms Advani's
legacy as India’s most accomplished cueist
and boosts the profile of cue sports in the
country.

2nd Asian Yogasana Sport
Championship

India Clinches Record 83 Gold Medals at the
2nd Asian Yogasana Sport Championship

The 2nd Asian Yogasana Sport Championship
2025, held in New Delhi. The Yogasana Sport
Championship is a competitive event where
athletes perform yoga postures with precision,
strength, and skill, judged on technique and
endurance.

Fastest IPL century

Chris Gayle holds the record for the fastest
IPL century, smashing 100 runs in just 30 balls
for RCB against Pune Warriors in 2013.

FASTEST CENTURIES IN IPL HISTORY
(2008-2025)

BALLS
o i85 oo e
|

Chris Gayle | 30 RCB Pune |Bangalore| 2013

uni
Warriors |
! | ] | |
Vaibhav Rajasthan| Gujarat |o. .

| 35 Royals Titans iRalaslhan 2025

Rajasthan| Mumbai | 1
Royals | Indians ‘Mumbal 200

Kings XI | '
Punjab RCB }Mohah 2013

2025 World Table Tennis (WTT)
Contender Tunis

Manush Shah and Diya Chitale made history
by winning the mixed doubles title at the
2025 World Table Tennis (WTT) Contender

The May 2025 Edition
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Tunis, becoming only the second Indian pair
to do so after Manika Batra and Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran in 2021.

e They defeated the Japanese duo Sora
Matsushima and Miwa Harimoto 3-2 in a
thrilling final, avenging their previous loss at
the 2025 WTT Star Contender Doha.

e The World Table Tennis (WTT) Contender
Tunis 2025 was a professional table tennis

tournament held from April 22 to April 27,
2025, in Tunis, Tunisia, at the Salle Omnisport
de Rades. Part of the WTT Contender Series,
this event featured both men's and women's
singles, doubles, and mixed doubles
competitions, offering a prize pool of USD
100,000

. SPORTS RELATED CUPS AND TROPHIES I

Cricket

e Cricket trophies include the Ashes Cup, Asia
Cup, C.K. Naidu Trophy, Deodhar Trophy,
Duleep Trophy, Gavaskar-Border Trophy,
G.D. Birla Trophy, Gillette Cup, ICC World
Cup, Irani Trophy, Rani Jhansi Trophy, Ranji
Trophy, Rohinton Barcia Trophy, Rothmans
Cup, Sahara Cup, Sharjah Cup, Singer Cup,
Titan Cup, Vijay Hazare Trophy, Vijay
Merchant Trophy, Wisden Trophy, and Wills
Trophy.

Football

o Football trophies include the Rovers Cup,
Merdeka Cup, Confederation Cup, DCM
Trophy, Durand Cup, B.C. Raj Trophy,
Bandodkar Trophy, FIFA World Cup, Jules
Rimet Trophy, Kalinga Cup, Jawaharlal Nehru
Cup, Santosh Trophy, IFA Shield, Scissor Cup,
Subroto Cup, Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee Trophy,
Todd Memorial Trophy, Vittal Trophy, and
UEFA Champions League.

Badminton

¢ Badminton trophies include the Amrit Diwan
Cup, Chaddha Cup, Ibrahim Rahimatillah Cup,
Konica Cup, Malaysian Open, Thomas Cup
(men), Uber Cup (women), and Kitahara Cup.

Hockey Trophies

e Hockey trophies include the Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup, Aga Khan Cup, Maharaja Ranjit
Singh Gold Cup, Dhyanchand Trophy, Sindhia
Gold Cup, Murugappa Gold Cup, Wellington
Cup, and Stanley Cup.

Table Tennis Trophies

e Table Tennis trophies include the Travancore
Cup (women), Swathing Cup (men), and Bama
Belleek Cup.

Lawn Tennis Trophies

¢ Lawn Tennis trophies include the Davis Cup,
Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon,
US Open, and Heineken Cup.

. INSTRUMENTS AND EXPONENTS I

Wind Instruments and Exponents:

e Harmonium - Shri Purushottam Walawalkar,
Appa Jalgaonkar, Jnan Prakash Ghosh,

e Flute - TR Mahalingam, Hariprasad
Chaurasiya, N. Ramani, Pannalal Ghosh,

e Shehnai - Daya Shankar, Bismillah Khan, Ali
Ahmad Hussain,

e Nadaswaram - Rajaratanam Pillai, Sheikh
Chinnamaula, Neeruswami Pillai.

Percussion Instruments and their

Exponents
e Ghatam - TH Vinayakram, EM Subramaniam,
¢ Kanjra - Pudukottai Dakshinamurthy Pillai,

The May 2025 Edition
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e Tabla - Zakir Hussain, Sabir Khan, Allah Rakha,
Pt Kishan Maharaj, Sandeep Das, Ustaad
Shafaat Ahmad Khan, Pt Jnan Prakash Ghosh,

e Pakhawaj - Totaram Sharma, Gopaldas,
Ramshankar Pagaldas, Pt Ayodhya Prasad,

e Mridangam - SV Rajarao, KV Prasad, Palghat
Mani lyer, Palghat Raghu, Karaikudi R Mani.

String Instruments and their

Exponents

e Rudra Veena - Asad Ali Khan,

e Been - Asad Ali Khan,

e Vichitra Veena - Abdul Aziz Khan, Ahmed Raja
Khan.

. BENGAL RELATED ONE LINERS

e The Hooghly River splits from the Ganges
near Murshidabad and flows south through
Kolkata.

e Rarhis the region that includes parts of
the districts Murshidabad, Birbhum, Bankura,
Purba Bardhaman, Paschim Bardhaman,
Purba Medinipur, and Paschim Medinipur.

e Ichamati forms the international border
between India and Bangladesh for 21
kilometres from Angrail to Kalanchi, and again
from Goalpara to the Kalindi-Raimangal outfall
into the Bay of Bengal.

e The West Bengal district with the lowest
population is Kalimpong.

e The largest district in West Bengal by area
is South 24 Parganas, covering an area of
9,960 square kilometers.

e The  highest peak in West Bengal
is Sandakphu, located in the Singalila
Ridge. Sandakphu is situated at an altitude of
3,636 meters (11,929 feet).

e The district of Murshidabad in West Bengal is
known as the "Silk City" of Bengal.

e The oldest municipal corporation in West
Bengal is Uttarpara Kotrung Municipality.

e The largest lake in West Bengal, and one of
the largest man-made water bodies in the

Mohan Veena - Pt Vishwa Mohan Bhat,
Santoor - Bhajan Sopori, Pt Shiv Kumar
Sharma, Pt Tarun Bhattacharya,

Sarangi - Abdul Latif Khan, Ustad Binda Khan,
Ramesh Mishra, Sultan Khan, Pt Ram Narayan,
Shakoor Khan,

Sitar - Ustad Vilayat Khan, Pt Ravi Shankar,
Shujaat Hussain Khan, Shahid Parvez Khan,
Anushka Shankar, Nikhil Banerjee, Mustaq Ali
Khan, Budhaditya Mukherjee,

Sarod - Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, Allaudin Khan,
Bahadur Khan, Zarin S Sharma, Sharan Rani,
Ustad Ali Akbar Khan,

state, is Sarasanka Lake. It is located in the
district of Paschim Medinipur.

Kolkata District (908) has the lowest male-
female sex ratio in West Bengal according to
Census 2011.

Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal has the
highest forest cover with around 45% of its
geographical area under forests. South 24
Parganas has the second-highest forest cover
with 28% of forest cover.

The forests of Jalpaiguri are part of the
Eastern Himalayan moist deciduous forests.
The pioneer of Oral Rehydration Solution
(ORS) was Dr. Dilip Mahalanabis. He was a
Kolkata-based pediatrician who developed the
solution during the 1971 Bangladesh
Liberation War while serving in refugee
camps.

Bibha Chowdhuri (3 July 1913 - 2 June 1991)
was a pioneering Indian particle physicist
renowned for her work on cosmic rays.
Alongside D.M. Bose, she used photographic
nuclear emulsions to become the first to
detect and identify mesons, particles later
confirmed by international experiments. In her
honor, the International Astronomical Union
(IAU) named the star HD 86081 as Bibha.
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. IMPORTANT REGIONS

Siliguri Corridor

The Siliguri Corridor, or Chicken's Neck, is a
narrow 20-22 km stretch in West Bengal
connecting Northeast India to the rest of India. It
borders Nepal to the northwest, Bangladesh to
the southwest, and Bhutan to the north. The
former Kingdom of Sikkim lies to the north before
its merger with India in 1975. Siliguri city is the
key transit hub linking Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Sikkim, Darjeeling, and Northeast India. The
corridor is India’'s strongest defensive line. The
Chumbi Valley (Tibetan territory) lies between
Sikkim and Bhutan, and the Doklam plateau slopes
into the corridor. The Mechi River marks the
eastern boundary at its narrowest point, with
Nepal's Bhadrapur on its banks, connected further
north by the Mechi Bridge to Mechinagar.
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Ajodhya Hills

Ajodhya Hills is a small plateau with hilly terrain
located in Purulia district, West Bengal, forming
the easternmost part of the Chhotanagpur Plateau
and an extension of the Eastern Ghats. Its highest
peak is Chamtuburu at 720 meters, the tallest in
southern West Bengal. The nearby town is
Bagmundi. Ajodhya Hills is popular among young
mountaineers for rock climbing training and offers
three access routes: via Jhalda, Sirkabad, and
Bagmundi. Accommodation includes two Forest
Rest Houses and several eco-resorts and hotels
like Gorgaburu Eco-resort, Hill Queen Eco Resort,
and Hotel Palash Ajodhya. The landscape features
undulating land with scattered hills, forming the

lowest step of the Chota Nagpur Plateau with an
extended plateau area around Bagmundi.

Falkata

Falakata is a municipality in Alipurduar district,
West Bengal, near the Jaldhaka River, at 26.53°N
89.2°E with an elevation of 88 meters. It is
surrounded by forests, cornfields, and Kunjanagar
Eco-Park. The district lies in the Dooars region,
characterized by forested, undulating terrain with
rivers from the Himalayas.

Mahananda River

The Mahananda River is a trans-boundary river
flowing through Bihar and West Bengal in India
before entering Bangladesh, where it joins the
Ganges. It originates from Paglajhora Falls near
Kurseong in the Darjeeling district at an elevation
of 2,100 meters. The river passes through the
Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary, Siliguri, Jalpaiguri,
Uttar Dinajpur, and Malda districts in India. It
briefly enters Bangladesh near Panchagarh, then
returns to India before finally flowing into
Bangladesh’s Rajshahi district. The Mahananda
divides Malda district into Barind (old alluvial,
infertile soil) and Diara (fertile, densely populated)
regions. Its total length is about 360 km—324 km
in India and 36 km in Bangladesh—with a drainage
area of 20,600 sq km. Major tributaries include
Balason, Mechi, Kankai, Kalindri, and smaller ones
near Siliguri like Trinai and Ranochondi.

Barind Tract

The Barind Tract (also called Varendra Tract or
Borendro Bhumi) is the largest Pleistocene-era
physiographic unit in the Bengal Basin, covering
around 10,000 sq km in northwestern Bangladesh,
including districts like Dinajpur, Rangpur, Pabna,
Rajshahi, Bogra, and Joypurhat. It consists mainly
of old alluvium and features a lower fault
escarpment on its eastern edge. Rivers such as the
Little Jamuna, Atrai, and Lower Punarbhaba flow
through fault troughs. The tract is tilted upward in
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the west and downward in the east. Its climate is
marked by extreme temperature variations (5°C
to 45°C). The tract is divided into three units: the

Recent Alluvial Fan, Barind Pleistocene, and
Recent Floodplain, separated by narrow bands of

recent alluvium.

Senchal Wildlife
Sanctuary

.\:
.__\

% Singalila National Park
9 97 Gorumara MNational Park

O— Ramnabagan Wildlife

_~Meora Valley National Park

"

@ BuxaTiger Reserve

\'-.__H
- Jaldapara National Park

1

Raiganj National Park

Sanctuary

o— Sundarban National Park

Tribes of Bengal as per Census 2011

West Bengal hosts a rich diversity of indigenous tribes, each with unique languages, cultures, and traditions.
The largest tribe is the Santal, with a population of 2,512,331, followed by the Oraon at 643,510, Munda at
366,386, and Bhumij at 376,296. Other significant tribes include the Kora (159,404), Tamang (146,203),
Lodha-Kharia(108,707), Kisan (98,434), Bhutia, Sherpa, Toto, Ukpa, Kagatay, Tibetan, Yolmo combined at
66,627, and the Lepcha at 33,962. Tribes like the Savar (40,374), Rabha (27,820), Ho (23,483), Lohara-Lohra
(24,783), Chik Baraik (21,376), and Kharwar (20,270) also have notable populations. Smaller tribes include the
Nagesia (16,378), Baiga (13,423), Gond (13,535), Bedia-Bediya (88,772), Magh (8,032), Mal Pahariya
(44,538), Mech (41,242), Limbu (Subba) (46,847), Parhaiya (921), Sauria Paharia (3,480), Korwa (2,912), Mahli

(2,609), Gorait (2,498), Karmali (2,466), Birhor (2

,241), Garo (2,039), Hajang (621), Khond (660), Chakma

(466), and the smallest tribe, Mru, with just 197 people.
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. STATIC GK

Which river flows through the
city of Paris?
The Seine River

Which country is known as
the ‘Land of Thousand Lakes’?
Finland

Which continent is known as
the "Dark Continent"?
Africa

Which is the longest mountain
range in the world?
Andes

What is the highest peak in
the Nilgiri Hills?
Doddabetta

What is the largest artificial
lake in India?
Govind Ballabh Pant Sagar

Which is the highest mountain
peak in India?
Kanchenjunga.

Which is the lightest metal in
the universe
Lithium

We can change our voice by
inhaling which gas?
Helium Gas

Seasons on the Earth occur
due to?
Tilt of the Earth

What is the study of
mushrooms called?
Mycology

Which oath of ethics taken by
doctors is named after an
Ancient Greek physician?

The Hippocratic Oath

Which freezes faster, hot
water or cold water?
Hot water (Mpemba effect)

What is the only rock that
floats?
Pumice

What mountain peak is
farthest from the center of the
Earth?

Chimborazo

Which one of the following
bacteria present in the soil
produces a peculiar smell if it
rains on parched soil?
Streptomyces bacteria

Who got the first Oscar award
in India?

Bhanu Athaiya was the first
Indian to win an Academy
Award, receiving the honor in
1983 for Best Costume Design
for the film Gandhi.

Which actor has won the most
national awards in India?
Amitabh Bachchan

Which was the first Color
movie in India?
Kisan Kanya (1937)

Which Hindi movie got the
first National Award?
Mirza Ghalib,

Which was the first Indian
movie nominated for Oscar?
Mother India

The Dadasaheb Phalke
Awards were introduced in
which year?

1969

Which was India's first 3D
film?
My Dear Kuttichathan

Who is known as first lady of
Indian cinema?
Devika Rani Chaudhuri

Top Crude Oil Suppliers

Irag and Saudi Arabia are the
top two suppliers of crude oil
to India.

India's largest LNG supplier
Qatar

India imports maximum palm
oil from which country?
Indonesia and Malaysia

India imports maximum
sunflower oil from which
country?
Ukraine

India's largest supplier of solar
cells
China

Jamshedpur is located on the
bank of which river?

Jamshedpur is situated at the
confluence of the Subarna-
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rekha River and the Kharkai
River.

Nashik is located on the bank
of which river?
Godavari River

Badrinath is located on the
bank of which river?
Alaknanda River

Mettur Dam is constructed on
which river?
Kaveri River

Kakrapar  Atomic Power
Station is located on the bank
of which river?

Tapi

The Brahmaputra enters India
through which state?
Arunachal Pradesh

International Day of Peace is
observed on which date?
21 September

World Soil Day is observed on
which date?
December 5

Developer of the polio vaccine
American physician Jonas Salk

Discoverer of Insulin
Frederick Banting and Charles
Best

The first Indian satellite to
carry a telescope

AstroSat, launched on
September 28, 2015.

Founder of the field of
electromagnetism
André-Marie Ampére

Enzyme that breaks down
starch in saliva
Amylase

Device that converts sound
waves to electrical signals
Microphone

First element created
artificially

Technetium (Tc), with atomic
number 43. It was first
synthesized in 1937 by Carlo
Perrier and Emilio Segre.

First Indian nuclear reactor
APSARA was the first nuclear
research reactor in India and
also Asia. Its design was
conceptualized by Dr Homi
Bhabha (the Father of
the Indian nuclear programme)
in 1955.

Law that explains diffusion of
gases

Graham's Law of
Diffusion explains how the
rate of diffusion of gases is
related to their molecular
weight.

Spacecraft that visited Pluto
The only spacecraft to have
visited Pluto is NASA's New
Horizons. It flew past Pluto
and its moons in July 2015,
becoming the first probe to
ever study the dwarf planet up
close.

What bones are responsible

for hearing?

These bones include:

e The hammer, also called
the malleus.

e The anvil, also called the
incus.

e The stirrup, also called the
stapes.

Founder of Quantum
Mechanics

Quantum mechanics began in
1900 when German
scientist Max Plank published
a paper on the effect of
radiation on a black
substance.

The only metal that is liquid
and radioactive
Francium

Law describing the expansion
of gases
Charle’s Law

Device used in DNA
amplification

The primary device used in
DNA amplification, specifically
the Polymerase Chain Reaction
(PCR), is called a thermal cycler
or PCR machine.

First successful heart
transplant surgeon

The first surgeon to
successfully  transplant a
human heart was Christiaan
Barnard, a South African
cardiac surgeon.

First spacecraft to orbit Saturn
NASA's Cassini spacecraft

First country to test hydrogen
bomb

United States
Scientist who invented
logarithms
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John Napier Unit of capacitance diseases like Creutzfeldt-Jakob
Farad (abbreviated F), disease.

The main neurotransmitter in

the brain What are Prions? Founder of the field of

Glutamate Prions are misfolded proteins electromagnetism
that can trigger normal André-Marie Ampére

The unit of electric potential proteins to also misfold,

Volt (V) leading to neurodegenerative

. CURRENT ONE LINERS I

The fourth global coral
bleaching event,
confirmed in 2024, is the
most widespread and

fastest on record,
affecting over 77% of the
world’s coral reefs,

especially in the Western
Indian Ocean and the
Great Barrier Reef.

PBAT (Polybutylene
Adipate Terephthalate) is
a biodegradable, compos-
table, petroleum-based
thermoplastic polymer
that degrades completely
under industrial compos-
ting conditions.

Titan, Saturn’s largest
moon, is the only moon in
our solar system with a
dense atmosphere and
liquid cycles—featuring
methane clouds, rain,
rivers, lakes, and seas
instead of water.

Jarosite is a yellow-brown
mineral composed of
potassium, iron, and
sulphate, commonly found
in arid, saline environ-
ments.

e Operation Olivia is an
annual coastal surveillance
initiative by the Indian
Coast Guard, conducted
from November to May to
protect the nesting
grounds of Olive Ridley
turtles along Odisha’s
coastline.

o Shingles is a painful viral
infection caused by the
varicella-zoster virus, the
same virus that causes
chickenpox.

o Jute Corporation of India
(JCI), established in 1971
under the Ministry of
Textiles, is a price support
agency headquartered in
Kolkata, procuring raw
jute at MSP across seven
major jute-growing states.

e The Akash Missile System
is an indigenously
developed surface-to-air
missile by the DRDO
(Defence Research and
Development Organi-
sation, with a range of 27-
30 km (original) and 70 km
(Akash-NG), altitude up to
18 km, speed of Mach 2.5,

and is fully mobile on road
and rail.

e The Shakargarh Bulge is a
landmass in  Pakistan’s
Sialkot region, bounded by
the Ravi and Chenab
rivers, notable for its flat
terrain and access to road
and rail lines, providing
strategic depth for military
operations.

e Bhargavastra is India’s first
indigenously  developed
micro-missile-based
counter-drone system,
created by Solar Defence
and Aerospace Limited in
collaboration with Econo-
mic Explosives Ltd.,
designed to tackle emer-
ging threats from low-cost
drone swarms amid rising
border tensions.

e The Periodic Labour Force
Survey was launched in
2017 by the National
Statistical Office under
the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation  to collect
regular data on
employment & unemploy-
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ment in India, replacing
older surveys conducted
by the National Sample
Survey Office.

The High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System is
a lightweight, highly
mobile rocket launcher
made in the United States,
capable of rapid firing and
quick relocation for
precise strikes against
artillery and  armored
targets.

Ferroelectrics are mate-
rials  with switchable
electric polarization, used
in memory and sensors,
whose domain walls show
unique electric or
magnetic properties.

Germanium is a silvery-
gray metalloid with atomic
number 32, similar to
silicon, stable in air and
water, used in
semiconductors, fiber
optics, solar panels, and
infrared optics; it occurs
naturally in minerals but is
mainly extracted as a by-
product of zinc and coal,
with  China dominating
global production, while
India depends entirely on
imports, facing higher
costs due to Chinese
export controls.

The PL-15 missile is a
Chinese beyond-visual-

range air-to-air missile
developed by the 607
Institute, capable of
speeds over Mach 5, with
a range of 200-300 km
domestically and up to
145 km in export versions,
featuring advanced
guidance systems and
strong resistance to
electronic
countermeasures.

Songar drones are
Turkey's first indigenously
developed armed
unmanned aerial system,
launched in 2019 by
Asisguard, with a 45 kg
max take-off weight, 10
km operational range, 35-
minute endurance, dual
GPS and GLONASS
navigation, and real-time
video transmission.

HAROP is an Israeli-
developed loitering
munition or kamikaze
drone with up to 9 hours
endurance, electro-optical
guidance, GNSS-jamming
resistance, and a direct-
impact warhead, recently
used by India for precise
Suppression of Enemy Air
Defences without risking
pilot lives.

Palaeofires are ancient
wildfires from the Late
Silurian to the Quaternary
periods that impacted
vegetation, climate, and

contributed to coal
formation across diverse
environments.

Alcatraz Island, nicknamed
"The Rock," is a 22-acre
rugged island in San
Francisco Bay, California,
USA, known for its military
and federal prison history
from 1859 to 1963, now a
popular tourist spot.

A pulsar is a rapidly
spinning, ultra-dense
neutron star that emits
regular beams of radiation
from its magnetic poles,
detected as pulses like a
cosmic lighthouse.

Opinion trading platforms
let users trade or make
bets based on yes/no
outcomes of events, using
financial terms like profits
and stop loss to appear
like real investment
platforms.

Seismic tomography is a
technique that uses
earthquake-generated

seismic waves to create
3D images of Earth's
interior by analyzing wave
speed variations, helping
map magma chambers,
fluid pathways, and
faults—non-invasively

The May 2025 Edition

revealing volcanic
structures like those
beneath Uturuncu
volcano.

Page | 1€



APTI PLUS

Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd.
CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

WBCS

A House Journal APTI PLUS

GAZETTE

PAPER - II-TRADITION &
CULTURE OF BENGAL

In this edition we will be covering - Cultural Aspects of Bengal (Bengal School of Art & Key Personalities)

Bengal School of Art - Art & Nationalism+ Paintings & Sculpture: Abanindranath Tagore, Gaganendranath
Tagore, Rabindranath Tagore, Nandalal Bose, Jamini Roy, Ramkinkar Baij, Sunil Das

Bengal School of Art: Key Points

e Emergence & Location: Early 20th century
Bengal, mainly Kolkata and Shantiniketan.

e Also Known As: Calcutta School of Art.

e Historical Context: Developed during the
British Raj as a reaction against Western
academic art and naturalism prevalent at the
time, particularly styles like those of Raja Ravi
Varma.

Founders & Key Figures:

e Abanindranath Tagore (founder; nephew of
Rabindranath Tagore)

e E.B. Havell (British principal of Government
College of Art and Craft, Kolkata)

e Other notable artists: Nandalal Bose, Jamini
Roy, Gaganendranath Tagore.

e Purpose: Reaction against Western academic
art styles (like Raja Ravi Varma’s style) and
revival of traditional Indian artistic themes
inspired by Mughal miniatures and spiritual
ideas.

e Notable Work: Abanindranath Tagore’s
Bharat Mata (Mother India) depicting
nationalism with spiritual symbolism.

e Other Notable Artists: Nandalal Bose, M.A.R
Chughtai, Sunayani Devi, Manishi Dey, Mukul
Dey, and many others.

Philosophy & Influences:

¢ Rooted in the Swadeshi nationalist
movement, promoting indigenous Indian art as
cultural resistance to colonialism.

e Emphasis on spirituality, mythology, and
Indian cultural identity.

¢ Inspired by traditional Indian art forms such as
Mughal and Rajput miniatures, and ancient
Ajanta frescoes.

e Rejected Western naturalism and realism in
favor of flatness, two-dimensionality, and
decorative style.

e Favored traditional techniques like tempera
painting.

Features:

e Revival of traditional Indian artistic
techniques (tempera, fresco).

e Use of Indian themes, mythology, folklore, and
spiritual symbolism.

e  Creation of a distinct visual language blending
tradition with modernity.

o Nationalistic and cultural pride were central
motifs.

Legacy:

e Marked a cultural renaissance in Indian art
and shaped the foundation of modern Indian
art.

o Influenced later artists and changed art
education policies in India.

e The Bengal School's influence waned with the
rise of modernist art in the 1920s but remains
a symbol of India's artistic nationalism.

The Bengal School of Art: A Detailed Overview

The Bengal School of Art was not confined to Bengal but influenced artists across India. It originated in
Calcutta during British colonial rule and was closely linked to the nationalist Swadeshi movement. This art
movement sought to create a distinctively Indian style of painting that was nationalist in spirit and deeply
rooted in India's artistic heritage rather than European academic styles.
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¢ Key Figures:

o Abanindranath Tagore (1871-1951), the movement's spearhead.

o E. B. Havell (1861-1934), British principal of the Calcutta School of Art who supported Indian art
traditions.

¢ Philosophy:

o Both Tagore and Havell criticized the colonial art schools for imposing European tastes on Indian
artists. Instead, they promoted inspiration from Indian traditions like Mughal and Pahari miniatures,
rather than colonial styles or Company School paintings.

e Art Education Reform:

o Havell and Abanindranath designed a new curriculum at the Calcutta Government Art School to

include Indian techniques and themes. This was a landmark in Indianizing art education.
e  Cultural Nationalism:

o The Bengal School represented Swadeshi ideals by emphasizing indigenous art as part of nation-
building. Abanindranath’s works and the journal Indian Society of Oriental Art helped revive Indian art
language for modern audiences.

Shantiniketan and Early Modernism

¢ Nandalal Bose, a student of Abanindranath, led the painting department at Kala Bhavana, Visva-Bharati
University, founded by Rabindranath Tagore. He incorporated folk art and rural themes, reflecting
Gandhi’s vision of an inclusive, socialist India.

¢ Jamini Roy, another prominent artist, rejected academic training to adopt folk painting styles with simple,
colorful forms focused on rural life and everyday themes, making art accessible to a broader audience.

Pan-Asianism and Modernism

e The Partition of Bengal (1905) intensified the Swadeshi movement, influencing art to reflect anti-colonial
sentiment.

e Collaborations with Japanese nationalist Kakuzo Okakura introduced Pan-Asianism, seeking unity among
Eastern nations against Western imperialism.

e Indian artists encountered European modern art styles (e.g., Cubism from Bauhaus School artists like Paul
Klee and Kandinsky), which influenced painters like Gaganendranath Tagore, blending Indian themes with
modern abstract forms.

Conflict of Art Perspectives

e The division between European academic realism and Indian traditional styles represented broader
cultural and political tensions.

e Some intellectuals like Benoy Sarkar favored Western modernism, while others like Havell and
Abanindranath championed Indian artistic traditions.

e Amrita Sher-Gil exemplified a synthesis of both by adopting modern Western techniques to depict Indian
subjects.

Legacy

e The Bengal School and its successors shaped modern Indian art by negotiating between colonial
modernism and indigenous nationalism.

o It established a foundation for later Indian artists to blend international styles with Indian cultural identity.
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Abanindranath Tagore (1871-1951): Father of Modern Indian Art

e Abanindranath Tagore, popularly known as Aban Thakur, was a pioneering Indian painter, author, and
educator, and the founder of the Bengal School of Art. Born in the eminent Tagore family of Jorasanko,
Kolkata, he was the nephew of Rabindranath Tagore and brother of Gaganendranath Tagore. He blended
traditional Indian aesthetics with modern nationalist values, positioning art as a tool for cultural revival

during colonial rule.

Artistic Philosophy and Contributions

e He rejected the materialistic Western
academic art and revived Mughal, Rajput, and
Ajanta styles to nurture an Indian national art
tradition.

e His seminal painting “Bharat Mata” (1905)
became a cultural icon of Swadeshi
nationalism.

e He collaborated with E. B. Havell to reform
Indian art education at the Calcutta School of
Art.

e Deeply influenced by Theosophy and
Orientalism, he later integrated Japanese and
Chinese techniques, envisioning a pan-Asian
aesthetic.

Major Works

Key paintings include:

e Bharat Mata (1905)

e The Passing of Shah Jahan (1902)

e  Ganesh Janani (1908)

e Ashoka’s Queen (1910)

e Fairyland lllustration (1913)

e Journey's End (1913)

e Baba Ganesh (1937)

His Arabian Nights series (1930s) offered a
cosmopolitan critique of colonial Calcutta through
a fantastical lens.

Literary Contributions

Abanindranath was also a celebrated children’s
writer, known for classics like:

e Rajkahini

e Buro Angla

e  Khirer Putul

e Nalak

These works are cornerstones of Bengali
children's literature, rich in visual imagination and
moral depth.

How did Abanindranath Tagore’s paintings reflect

the spirit of the Swadeshi Movement?

e Abanindranath Tagore, a central figure in the
Bengal School of Art, infused the spirit of
Swadeshi into Indian art as a cultural response
to the Partition of Bengal in 1905. He was
instrumental in forming the Indian Society of
Oriental Art and sought to revive Indian
artistic traditions while resisting Western
academic art promoted by British institutions.

What were the major stylistic influences on

Abanindranath’s paintings?

e His work transcended rigid binaries of East vs.
West, incorporating:

o Japanese wash technique and Chinese ink
painting

¢  Mughal and Rajput miniature styles

e Pre-Raphaelite and Art Nouveau elements
from the West

He adapted and modernized these styles to suit a

nationalistic and spiritual Indian aesthetic,

creating an indigenous visual language.

What are the notable themes and artworks of

Abanindranath?

e Bharat Mata (1905): His most iconic work
during the Swadeshi phase, depicting a
saffron-clad mother figure with spiritual and
nationalist symbolism. Initially conceived as
Banga Mata, it was renamed Bharat Mata by
Sister Nivedita, who saw in it a pan-Indian
symbol of resistance and purity.

o The Passing of Shah Jahan: Part of his Mughal
Art Series (1902-05), illustrating emotional
depth and historical narrative, prioritizing
bhava (emotion) over realism.

e Open Air-Play Series (1919-20): Inspired by
Tagore’s dance dramas, these captured
theatrical moods and private emotions.
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Portrait-Masks  (1920s-40s):  Expressive,
bodiless faces reflecting inner emotional
states, marking his shift to a more
introspective style.

How did his art evolve over time?

While his early phase was deeply tied to
nationalist ideals, in the post-Swadeshi era, he
moved toward private, literary, and theatrical
themes, deliberately distancing himself from
Western modernist abstractions. His work
retained its narrative, spiritual, and emotional
core, contributing to an indigenous modernity
in Indian art.

Bharat Mata Painting
What is the significance of the painting Bharat
Mata by Abanindranath Tagore?

Bharat Mata, painted in 1905 by
Abanindranath Tagore, is a landmark in Indian
nationalist art. Originally titled Banga Mata
(Mother Bengal), the painting visually
represented the nation as a saffron-clad
woman with four hands, holding a book,
sheaves of paddy, white cloth, and a
rudraksha mala—symbolizing  knowledge,
agriculture, purity, and spiritual strength.

What is the historical and cultural context of this
painting?

Painted during the Swadeshi Movement—a
reaction to the Partition of Bengal (1905) by
Lord Curzon—it aimed to inspire national unity
and self-reliance. The painting visually
encapsulated the Swadeshi spirit of resisting

Gaganendranath Tagore

British rule by invoking divine femininity and
maternal nationalism.

How did the title and interpretation evolve?

Initially published in Prabasi magazine as
Matrimurti ("figure of the mother"), the
painting gained its current name Bharat Mata
through the intervention of Sister Nivedita,
who saw in it a pan-Indian icon akin to
European maternal symbols like the Madonna
or St. Genevieve. She passionately advocated
for its wide dissemination to ignite patriotic
fervor.

What are the artistic features and legacy?

Painted in watercolour, combining Indian
spiritual themes with Hindu iconography
(four-armed figure).

A departure from European naturalism,
reflecting the Bengal School of Art's revival of
Indian aesthetics.

Seen as a humanised mother figure seeking
liberation through her children, symbolizing
India's aspiration for freedom.

Revered as the first iconic image of the
nation, influencing later nationalist imagery.

Why is it still relevant?

Bharat Mata remains a foundational piece of
Indian nationalist art, housed today in the
Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata. It symbolizes
the fusion of art and patriotism, and the birth
of a cultural idiom where India was no longer
just a territory—but a mother to be revered,
protected, and liberated.

Gaganendranath Tagore (1867-1938) was a pioneering Indian modernist painter from the illustrious
Tagore family of Jorasanko, Kolkata. A self-taught artist, Gaganendranath's life and work reflect
imagination, introspection, satire, and experimentation.
Despite personal losses and losing his voice and painting ability in the last nine years of his life, his artistic
legacy was deeply influential, though he never aimed to create a formal school or following.

What were his artistic phases and contributions?
1. Japanese Influence and Early Works (c. 1906-
1912)

Learned Japanese brush  techniques,
influenced by Tykan Taikowan and Okakura

Kakuzo.
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e Used this style in illustrations for
Rabindranath Tagore’s “Jeevansmriti”.
Featured pale tones, minimal contrast, and
subtle expression of landscapes.

2. Satirical Caricatures (c. 1915-1921)

Sharp social commentary through works like:

o Nuisance of a Wife (1917)

o Metamorphoses (1920)

o Satirical portrayals of greed, domestic life,
and babudom.

. Cubist Phase (1920s)

e One of the first Indian artists to experiment
with Cubism, blending French and German
styles with Indian themes.

e Created a distinct, introspective version of
Cubism, e.g., Offering.

4. Chaitanya and Religious Series (c. 1913
onwards)

¢ Inspired by kirtans after personal tragedy.

e Painted spiritual and mythological subjects in
his Chaitanya series.

e Maintained originality with minimal influence
from Ajanta or Mughal traditions.

5. The Himalaya Series (1910-1921)

Though he never visited the Himalayas, his

works like The Himalayas, Kanchanjanga, and

The Mountain Story Teller captured the spirit of

the mountains from imagination and stories.

6. Urban and Daily Life Scenes

Painted Bengal's daily scenes (Meeting at the

Staircase, Murabati Pahar), using a blend of

satire, empathy, and innovation.

w

What was his role in theater and design?

e Contributed to costume and stage design for
Rabindranath Tagore’s plays.

e Designed the famous jobba (a bakhu-style
overcoat) worn by Rabindranath.

e Redesigned his home with swadeshi
aesthetics, replacing European furniture with
indigenous Bengali crafts.

How was he associated with the Bengal School of
Art?

¢ Gaganendranath and his brother

Abanindranath Tagore were key figures in the

Bengal School of Art, a nationalist art

movement rejecting colonial academic realism.

e The school:

o Emphasized Indian traditions and oriental
styles.

o Revived Ajanta painting techniques and
incorporated Japanese wash, Mughal,
Rajput, and Pahari influences.

o Was supported by E.B. Havell, then
Principal of the Government College of
Art, Calcutta.

e Though Gaganendranath later diverged
towards modernism, he helped lay the
foundation for India’'s modern art movement.

Legacy and Recognition

e Exhibited internationally in London, Paris,
Berlin, and the US (1914-1927).

e Wrote a children’s book (Bhodor Bahadur).

e Received high praise from Rabindranath
Tagore, who admired his originality and
experimental spirit.

e Many of his works are preserved in the
National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi.

Key Themes in His Art

o Dream vs Reality (e.g., Dreamland)
e Satirical social critique

e Spiritual introspection

¢ Nationalist identity

¢ Modernist innovation

Conclusion

o Gaganendranath Tagore was a visionary who
transcended styles and genres, embracing
nationalist sentiments, modernist techniques,
and introspective imagination. Although he
did not establish a formal style or disciples, his
experiments with form, satire, and abstraction
significantly shaped the trajectory of modern
Indian art.
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Rabindranath Tagore’s Artistic Beginnings

Rabindranath Tagore began painting at the age of 63, during the last 15 years of his life. Despite having
no formal training, his exposure to literature, music, and social reform deeply influenced his artistic
expression. He called his paintings “Shesh boisher priya” or an affair in the evening of life.

Themes and Subjects
Tagore explored a wide range of subjects in his
artworks:

Landscapes: Featured dream-like silhouettes
with contrasts of light and shadow, reflecting
nature’s changing moods.

Portraits: Focused on human emotions such as
sorrow and fear, often using minimalistic and
abstract forms. He did not idealize physical
features.

Animals and Abstract Forms: Included
imaginative, surreal figures that he termed
“probable animals,” which symbolized dream-
like visions.

Style and Techniques

His artworks were marked by subtle lines,
geometric patterns, and abstract shapes.
Tagore used unconventional color schemes,
possibly due to red-green color blindness.
His style had influences from tribal art,

scrimshaw carvings, Haida motifs, and
German  expressionism  (notably  Max
Pechstein).

Artistic Themes and Style

Tagore's artworks often focused on human
faces, expressing a wide range of emotions
such as melancholy, mystery, menace, and
romance.

His art was deeply influenced by personal
grief, including losses of close family members
and friends.

Female heads or portraits are particularly
notable, often showing gentle eyes and
melancholic expressions.

His paintings employed intense, multi-
chromatic colors and used negative space
effectively, giving his portraits a sense of
depth and emotional complexity.

Exhibitions and Recognition

Tagore was the first Indian artist to exhibit
paintings internationally, with shows in
Russia, Europe, and the United States.

His paintings were first exhibited in Paris,
encouraged by artists he met in the south of
France.

102 of his artworks are housed in the
National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi.

Tagore’s Artistic Philosophy

He believed painting had a timeless quality
and could communicate deep truths without
words.

His illustrations left room for multiple
interpretations, much like his open-ended
literary works.

He often incorporated his Bengali initials (Ro
and Tho) in stylized forms, similar to tribal
designs.

Tagore and Cultural Nationalism

Tagore's paintings reflected Indian
philosophical thought, particularly the
Upanishadic concept of seeking divinity in the
formless.

His art served as a medium of cultural
assertion during colonial rule, showing that
Indian creativity could engage with global
modernism.

Suppression under the Nazi Regime

In 1937, some of his paintings were removed
from Berlin’s Crown Prince Palace by the
Nazis.

By 1941-42, five of his works were labelled as
"degenerate art" by the Nazi authorities.
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Conclusion

Tagore's contributions to visual art reflect his
philosophical depth, cultural rootedness, and
creative versatility. Despite starting late and

Nandalal Bose: Art and Freedom Struggle

lacking formal training, he created a distinct
body of work that challenged conventional
forms and received international recognition.

Nandalal Bose was born on December 3, 1882, in Haveli Kharagpur, which is now part of Munger district,
Bihar. Initially pursuing commerce under family pressure, he shifted to art and joined the Calcutta School
of Art. His artistic journey was shaped by his teacher Abanindranath Tagore, founder of the Bengal
School of Art, which aimed to revive Indian traditional art forms and resist colonial European influences.

Bengal School of Art and Nationalism

The Bengal School of Art, with leaders like
Abanindranath Tagore and E.B. Havell,
emerged alongside the Swadeshi movement,
promoting indigenous Indian styles such as
Mughal, Rajput, and Pahari paintings. This
school was crucial in fostering cultural
nationalism by rejecting British artistic
dominance. Bose, as one of its first students,
revolutionized Indian art by blending
traditional Indian themes with modern
techniques, focusing on Indian rural life and
culture.

Atrtistic Contribution to the Freedom Movement

Bose's direct involvement in the nationalist
movement began notably with his famous
linocut print of Mahatma Gandhi titled ‘Bapuiji’
(1930), inspired by Gandhi’'s Salt March. The
print captured Gandhi’s resilience and became
a popular symbol of India's struggle for
independence.

Collaboration with Mahatma Gandhi and the
Indian National Congress

Impressed by Bose's work, Gandhi enlisted
him to organize exhibitions of Indian village
crafts and art at the Congress sessions in
Lucknow (1935) and Faizpur (1936). Bose also
created murals and decorated venues with
local materials, emphasizing rural India’s
cultural richness and Gandhian ideals.

Haripura Posters (1938)

For the Haripura Congress session, Bose
produced over 400 posters depicting everyday
village life, celebrating professions like
carpenters, spinners, and musicians. These
posters reinforced the Congress's vision of
Swaraj rooted in village self-reliance, rejecting
urban colonial modernity.

Contribution to the Indian Constitution

Bose was commissioned by the Constituent
Assembly to illustrate the Indian Constitution
manuscript. Along with a team of artists, he
created 22 detailed images reflecting India’s
rich cultural heritage, using indigenous
materials and techniques like gold leaf and
stone colors.

Role at Kala Bhavana, Shantiniketan

From 1921, Bose served as principal of Kala
Bhavana at Rabindranath Tagore's Visva-
Bharati University. Under his leadership, Kala
Bhavana became a hub for nationalist art
education, producing artists who continued
Bose's legacy.

Legacy

Nandalal Bose passed away in 1966 at
Shantiniketan. His works, including the linocut
‘Bapuji’ and Haripura posters, are preserved at
the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA),
New Delhi, and Gujarat Vidyapith’s Tribal
Museum. His students, such as Benode Behari
Mukherjee and Ramkinkar Baij, carried
forward his vision of Indian cultural pride
through art.
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Jamini Roy

e Jamini Roy (11 April 1887 - 24 April 1972) was a renowned Indian painter awarded the Padma Bhushan
in 1954 by the Government of India. He was one of the most famous pupils of Abanindranath Tagore, a
celebrated Indian artist and teacher. Jamini Roy’s distinctive style, which is highly simplified and flattened,
was influenced by traditional “bazaar” paintings sold at Indian temples as talismans, while also echoing

European modern art.

Early Life and Artistic Journey

e Roy started his career as a commissioned
portrait painter. However, in the early 1920s,
he abandoned commissioned portraits to
explore his own unique artistic identity.
Moving away from his Western academic
training, he embraced a style deeply rooted in
Bengali folk traditions.

e He was incredibly prolific, creating around
20,000 paintings during his lifetime—about 10
paintings daily—earning the nickname “art
machine.” His aim was to make art accessible
to the ordinary middle class, whom he
respected deeply and saw as the true voice of
his art, rather than catering to governments or
elites.

His artistic quest had three main goals:

e To capture the simplicity of folk life.

e To make art accessible to a broader audience.
e To give Indian art a distinct identity.

Jamini Roy used indigenous materials such as
lamp black, organic tempera, earth, and mineral
pigments.

Exhibitions and Recognition

e His paintings were first exhibited in 1938 on
British India Street in Calcutta (Kolkata). His
popularity soared in the 1940s, especially
among the Bengali middle class and the
European community. Internationally, his work
was shown in London (1946) and New York
(1953). His paintings are part of major
collections worldwide, including the Victoria
and Albert Museum in London.

e Initially, Roy experimented with Kalighat
paintings but found them no longer authentic
“patua” art, so he learned directly from village
patuas. This influenced both his technique and

choice of subjects, firmly grounding his work
in traditional Bengal art.

e Jamini Roy preferred to call himself a patua
(folk artist). He died in 1972, survived by four
sons and a daughter. His descendants still live
in the home he built in Ballygunge Place,
Kolkata.

Top 10 Most Famous Jamini Roy Paintings

Mother and Child (1921)

o Depicts a mother and child seated on the
ground. Figures outlined in bold black with flat
bright colors, symbolizing the universal bond
of motherhood.

Santhal Girl (mid-1920s)

e Shows a serene Santhal girl in traditional sari
standing in water, outlined in black with flat
warm colors and lush green foliage
background.

Black Horse

e A bold painting of a black horse with flowing
mane and tail, standing on green grass.
Emphasizes strength and vitality.

Lady with a Flute

e A woman playing flute, serene with eyes
closed, wearing a sari, seated on a rock,
painted in flat cool colors with bold outlines.

Cat and Lobster

e A playful painting showing a cat and lobster
sitting side-by-side, contrasting orange/white
cat with red/brown lobster against a yellow
background.

Village Scene

e A vibrant depiction of rural village life with
people around a well, huts and trees in
background, all outlined in black with earthy
flat colors.

Woman with a Pot

¢ A woman carrying a pot on her head walking
through a field, outlined in bold black lines
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with flat warm colors, showing strength and
grace.

Man with a Bull

e A man leading a white bull, both outlined in
black with flat earthy colors, symbolizing
strength and dignity.

Horse and Rider (1950)

Ramkinker Baij

e Shows a rider in traditional Indian costume on
a brown horse, capturing synergy with strong
lines and restricted color palette.

Peacock

e A stunning peacock with feathers spread in
fan shape, painted in blue, green, and gold
shades with bold outlines on a green
background, symbolizing  majesty and
elegance.

e Borninto a poor barber’s family in Bankura district, Bengal on 25 May 1906.
e His original family name was Poramanik, later abandoned in 1925; "Baij" derives from Boidda/Baidya.
e Though many think he was an Adivasi, he was ethnically Bengali, but his works often depicted rural

Adivasi/Santhal life.

e Asaboy, he started by emulating a local idol maker (Ananta Sutradhar), sculpting with abundant red soil.
e Noticed early by Ramananda Chattopadhyay, eminent journalist and editor of ‘Prabasi’ and ‘Modern
Review’, who recommended him to Kala Bhavan, Santiniketan.

Education and Influences

e Studied at Visva-Bharati University,
Santiniketan, under guidance of Rabindranath
Tagore and Nandalal Bose.

e His art was deeply rooted in Indian culture
and tradition, but also exposed to
contemporary European art—Impressionism,
Cubism, and Realism.

e Unlike many of his contemporaries, he was a
non-conformist, rejecting rigid academic rules
and focusing on intuition and experimentation.

e Influenced by Impressionists like Cezanne, and
by Cubism (not imitation but adaptation),
blending Western techniques with Indian
themes.

Artistic Philosophy and Style

e Considered the “Father of Modern Indian
Sculpture”.

e Emphasized intuition over established art
rules.

e Broke away from colonial and traditional
Indian art norms, creating a new modernist
idiom.

e Believed strongly in the unity of sculpture and
nature, often using materials from his
environment like cement, concrete, lateritic
earth, iron rods, bamboo, rope, pebbles.

e His sculptures were often open-air,
encouraging viewers to walk around them,
incorporating space and light as key elements.

e Famous quote:

“Don’t be afraid to do experiments. If you find faults
in your work break it, and start from beginning.”

Major Works and Themes
e Best known sculptures:

o Santhal Family

o Call of the Mill

o Lampstand (showing abstract modernism)

o Yaksha-Yakshi sculptures outside the
Reserve Bank of India building in New
Delhi, symbolizing wealth  through
agriculture.

o Sujata — an environmental sculpture made
from natural materials, blending with the
surroundings at Santiniketan.

¢ Recurring themes:

o Nature and environment

o Human form, especially Santhal tribal life,
highlighting their rhythm, vigour, and
simplicity.

o Social realities, including responses to
events like the Bengal Famine of 1943
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(“Harvester” sculpture) and anti-war
paintings (1942).
His sculptures often reflected rhythmic

movement and spontaneity inspired by the
Santhals.

His paintings also echoed similar themes and
style; e.g., painting on gunny cloth (Binodini)
coated with thick oil paint for durability.

Portraiture

Made a famous cement bust of Rabindranath
Tagore.

His political portraits caused controversy
because they captured essence rather than
physical resemblance.

Created painted portraits of friends and
students like Binodini and Jaya Appasamy.
Prioritized the spirit of the subject over
realistic detail.

. MISCELLANEOUS

Future missions of ISRO

Personality and Legacy

Described himself as a non-conformist,
neither fully traditional nor strictly modernist.
Avoided concern for social recognition, fame,

or money.
His work represented a powerful language of
expression, blending multiple art “isms”

without strict adherence.

Deeply connected to the people and nature
around him.

Influenced many students as head of the
Sculpture  Department at  Santiniketan,
including notable sculptors such as Prabhas
Sen, Shankho Chowdhury, Avtar Singh
Panwar, and others.

Passed away on 2 August 1980.

His 115th birth centenary was celebrated in
2020.

> X-RAY POLARIMETER
SATELLITE (XPOSAT)

India’s first dedicated polarimetry
mission to study various dynamics of
bright astronomical X-ray sources in
extreme conditions

> NASA-ISRO SAR (NISAR)

A Low Earth Orbit (LEO) observatory
being jointly developed by Nasa and
Isro to provide spatially and tempo-
rally consistent data by mapping the
Earthin 12 days

> SPADEX

A space docking experiment

involving two spacecraft to develop
technologies related to orbital
rendezvous, formation flying for appli-
cations in human spaceflight, in-space
satellite servicing and other operations

FUTURE MISSIONS

GAGANYAAN MISSIONS <
Comprising three missions, Isro will
launch the country’s first human space-
flight on Gaganyaan-3 after testing the
first two unmanned launches

SHUKRAYAAN

An orbiter will be sent to Venus as part
of the interplanetary mission

KULASEKHARAPATNAM <
SPACEPORT

Isro’s second spaceport is being
developed at Kulasekharapatnam
in Tamil Nadu’s Thoothukudi
district for smaller launches

SAMUDRAYAAN

Other than forays into outer space, Isro’s | 3]
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) is
> MANGALYAAN-2 also developing a titanium alloy submersible
A follow-up interplanetary for a 6,000-metre-deep undersea crewed
mission to Mangalyaan-1 to study mission in association with the National
the early Martian crust Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT)
SOURCE ISRO, BT RESEARCH
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LSt of Itermational Organizations and Feadquarters WL UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS |
International Organizations Headquarters
UN Organizations UNO (United Nations Org) New York
Organizations Name Abbreviation Headquarters Formation UNICEF (United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund) New York
) ) New York City, UNCTAD (United Nations Confe e on Trade & Devel ) | Geneva
United Nations UN USA 1945 WHO (World Health Org) Geneva
Food and Agricullurc FAO Palazzo FAO, 1945 ILO (International Labour Org) | Geneva
Orgamz.almn Rome, Italy WMO (World Meteorological Org) Geneva
g’:::::lz::?:l: Labour 1ILO (S:':/li‘;‘::ian d 1919 World Intellectual Property Org Geneva
g / ! |
International Civil Aviation ICAO Montreal, Quebec, 1947 InternatichalStandards Org. Seneve
Organization Canada IMF (International Monetary Fund) | Washington DC
International Maritime MO London, United 1959 World Bank Washington DC
Orgumm"o" ngdom I UNESCO (United Nations Educational Scientific&Cultural Org) [ Paris
Umted'N:'mons High UNHCR ngcva. 1950 OECD (Org. for EconomicCooperation&Dev.) Paris
Commissioner for Refugees Switzerland i -
Joint United Nations GinEvi IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) Vienna
Programme on HIV/AIDS UNAIDS Switzerland 1996 | OPEC(Organization of Petroleum) Vienna
United Nations Atomic Energy UNAEC New York City, 1946 UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Dev.Org) Vienna
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United Nations Educational, VTG ':_,« Clastic ¥ oremay nlgt I'?av,e v
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5 s . 3 slow magma
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MAJOR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
THAT CHANGED THE COURSE OF INDIA Sashefonim
Godwin Austin (K2) Saltoro Kangri IN DIA
1951 (I AMENDMENT) 1956 (7™ 1976 (42* AMENDMENT) Ma Kanari H
Introduced 9th AMENDMENT) *Socialist' and ‘Secular Sroadpak mo:‘ ongK "gf' M ou nta in Peq ks
Schedule to keep States added in the Preamble; Nanga Parbat e
certain laws beyond  reorganised fundamental duties
the scope ofjudicial by language; prescribed
review - Uniqn : Satopanth
mmee N QS S Kamet
AMENDMENT) 3 1985 (52 AMENDMENT) Dunagiri
i deol
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plrﬁhper‘y illegal Nanda Devi
knocked off 3
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rights Shillong Peak
1989 (61 . Gu"fh'kha' Saramati Peak
AMENDMENT) 1992 (73" AND 74™ dnt o (Esii)

; AMENDMENT) Betalongchhi
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OPERATIONAL
SPECIFICATIONS OF THE

10 HOW POWERFUL
KN IS THE
opsg;\;lgENAL s- 40 0?
OM9BE | 48NGE2 3,700 km 2 2200 km/h

MAXIMUM
SPEED

<20 KM e Nuclear & anti-ship strike capable

48N6DM 40NGE b i

SU-0U KV Mid-air refuelling, advanced radar
MAXIMUM - i 1 i i
PR short-space landing, reinforced landing gear & tail hook

Helmet-mounted display

10-hour flight data recording

bt Carries SCALP, ship-killer & air-to-air missiles
TARGET -
DETECTION RANGE ] Il More advanced than earlier Rafales

1

DEPLOYMENT
TIME

COMPLETE LIST OF INDIA'S
AIR DEFENCE SYSTEMS

CAPABILITIES, RANGE & STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE

_AAZ" AKASH LA
(oY~ CAPABILITES: LS

Surface-to-air missile Surface-to-air missile
RANGE: 25 km RANGE: 100 km

MR-SAM
CAPABILITES: SPYDER

Surface-to-air missile CAPABILITIES
RANGE: 70 km Surface-to-air missile

RANGE: 15 km

The May 2025 Edition Page |




WBCS

APTI PLUS

Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd.
CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

A House Journal APTI PLUS

GAZETTE

DIFFERENT TYPES OF Y

Swarm Drones:

Multiple drones operate in
coordinationto overwhelm enemy
defenses, DRDO and private fims
areworking on swarm drone

| technology.

| Surveillance and Reconnaissance
Drones (ISR Drones):

These drones are primarily used forintelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance purposes.
India currently has: 5.

TAPAS-BH-201 (Tactical Advanced Platform
forAenal Surveillance)

Rustom (developed by DRDO)

Heron (lsrael)

Commercial/Modified
Civilian Drones:

Off the shelf drones, often modified
forillegal cross-border activities.

Loitering Munitions:

These drones are designed to loiterovera target area
and strike when a target is identified.

India has: i

Nagastra (made by Solar Industries and ZMotion)
Warmate (Polish origin)

e #XX

Armed/Combat Drones (UCAVs):
Unmanned combat aenal vehicles (UCAVs) are capable
of launching missiles or dropping bombs.

Indiahas: poiuy
DRDO's Ghatak (under development)
Heron TP(from Israel)

SCALP
MISSILE WARRIORS OF

SCALP

Also known as

Storm Shadow HEIGHT: 480 mm

WIDTH: 630 mm

WINGSPAN: 3 m

OPERATIONAL RANGE
550 km

MAXIMUM SPEED
Mach 0.95 (323 m/s)

Guidance system: GPS, INS,
IIR & TERPROM

Transport: Mirage 2000, Rafale,
Su-24, Tornado, Typhoon, Gripen

Source: MBDA

MASS: 1,300 kg

WARHEAD WEIGHT:
450 kg

LENGTH:5.1m

The May 2025 Edition

Page |30



WBCS

A House Joure

GAZETTE

APTI PLUS

Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd.
CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

nal APTI PLUS

What is Territorial Army?
e The Territorial Army (TA) is a voluntary farce of
civilians donning the uniform for a few months
every year without joining the regular Army
« Those interested « One of the eligibility
can join the TA criteria is that an individual *
from the age of must be well-settled and
18- 42 years employed
* The maximum * The TA also has
rank reached departmental units such as
that of a Brigadier Rallways, 10C, ONGC, etc
In 1548,
« The TA was = Of late, = Itis a part the Territorfal
raised by the the TA has of thereqular ~ ATMY At was |
British in 1920 become away | Army and passed s
with twowings— | of lateral entry | assistsitincivil | -
one for Europeans i with officers administration, | e It has many public personalities like MP
and Anglo-Indians, | being taken maintenanceof | An urag Thakur, actor Mohanlal, cricketers
the other for for full-time essential services | Kapil Dev, M.S. Dhonl and Sachin
Indian volunteers | employment § and soon | Tendulkar holding honorary ranks

! The Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)

B Was signed on Sept 19, 1960,
between India, Pakistan and a rep-
resentative of World Bank after
eight years of negotiations.

B The distribution of waters of the
Indus and its tributaries between
India and Pakistan is governed by

_+ the Indus Water Treaty (IWT).

Western rivers

Chenab, Jhelum, Indus
India’s rights over these rivers:

Limited — can set up certain irriga-
tion, run-of-the-river power plants,

very limited storage, domestic and
non-consumptive use, all subject

to conditions

PAKISTA

e

& Kishenganga/Neelum

<\ Jhelum

Indus

J&K

\“\1‘\ ‘:,‘ O\

Indus Waters Commissibvi a success story

B Partition of India cut across the
Indus river basin, which has the
Indus river, plus five of its main
tributaries.

Easternrivers
Sutlej, Beas, Ravi

India’s rights over
these rivers: All

— VU exclusive rights

lie with India. ¢

u"w

®0Once every five years, conducts a gene[éf inspection of
all rivers in parts. Total inspection tours so far: Over 100

®Regularly meets once a year. Total meetmgs thus far, /
)

"\ Baglihar dam on Chenab Y including those for taking up Pak objectlons Over 100 ’,
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CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

INDIA'S MULTIPURPOSE DAMS
ON THE EASTERN RIVERS OF THE
INDUS WATERS TREATY
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GAZETTE

;m GANDHI NAHAR PROJECT

Source: Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Power and Punjab government
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