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4. Which of the following statements on the Amaravati Stupa and its relief sculptures is/are correct ?

1. It was located in the lower Krishna valley.

2. InIndia, it was next only to the Sanchi Stupa in size.

3. The Amaravati school of sculpture made a lasting impact on the later South Indian sculpture, and its
products were carried to Sri Lanka and South-east Asia.
Select the answer using the code given below :

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Test Name Question Analysis

PRELIMS “It is an important Buddhist site located on | The UPSC question tested knowledge of the
MIRROR 3 | the left bank of the Bhima River, known for | location and sculptural influence of the

(Q24) an ancient Mahastupa referred to as Hama | Amaravati Stupa. Similarity is low to moderate
Chaitya, patronized by Mahayana Buddhism | (35-45%) because the overlap was mainly
and showing strong influence of the | conceptual — both focused on the Amaravati
Amaravati School of Art. Which site is being | School of Art and Buddhist stupas, while the
referred to?” exact facts and framing differed.

5. Which of the following pairs of the king and his dynasty in early historical Tamilakam is/are not correctly
matched ?
1. Senguttuvan : Chera
2. Udyanjeral : Chola
3. Nedunjeliyan : Pandya
Select the answer using the code given below :
(@)1and 2
b) 2 only
c)land3

(
(
(d) 3 only

Test Name Question Analysis

NISCHAY | “The Pattini Cult was established by | The UPSC question tested matching Sangam rulers
35 (Q13) which Chera ruler? (a) Uthiyan | with their dynasties in early Tamilakam. Similarity is
Cheralathan (b) Nedum Cheralathan (c) | low (25-35%) because only the ruler Senguttuvan
Senguttuvan (d) Rama  Varma | overlapped, while the UPSC question focused on
Kulasekhara” dynasty matching and multiple rulers.

19. Which one of the following statements about the Eka Movement and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct ?

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and organized by the Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was
initially independent of Congress influence and was only in the last stages supported by the Congress.

(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the taluqdars of Awadh, whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was
a movement of the landless labourers.

(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the enhancement of land revenue, while the Eka Movement
was a protest against excessive extraction of rents.

(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and Mirzapur districts of the present-day U.P., while the
Bardoli Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra.

Test Name Question Analysis

NISCHAY | “Consider the following statements about the Eka | The UPSC question tested the nature of

19 (Q58) Movement: 1. Its meetings began with a religious ritual | the Eka Movement as a protest against
in which a hole representing the river Ganga was filled | excessive rent extraction. Similarity is
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with water. 2. The leaders of the movement were deeply | moderate to high (55-65%) because the
interested in the principle of non-violence. 3. It was a | movement’'s peasant character and
movement solely based on the tenants and small | agrarian background were covered.
landholders. How many of the statements given above
are incorrect?”

NISCHAY | “With reference to the Bardoli Satyagraha, consider the | The UPSC question directly tested
35 (Q20) following statements: I. The movement was launched in | Bardoli Satyagraha as a movement
response to a 22% increase in land revenue | against enhancement of land revenue.
recommended by  the Bombay  Presidency | Similarity is moderate to high (55-65%)
administration. II. The Maxwell-Broomfield Commission | because the core issue of revenue
was appointed by the government to conduct an inquiry | enhancement was directly covered.
into the revenue hike. III. As a result of the settlement,
the increased revenue assessment was reduced to
approximately 6%. How many of the statements given
above are incorrect?”

Q25. Consider the following statements with reference to the Sagarmala Programme of the Government of
India:

I. The Sagarmala Programme seeks to achieve port-led economic growth through cost-effective and sustainable

coastal infrastructure.

II. The success of the Sagarmala Programme is reflected in significant growth in coastal and inland waterway

shipping, along with improved global port rankings.

III. Sagarmala 2.0 aims to position India as a global maritime innovation hub aligned with Atmanirbhar Bharat

and Viksit Bharat 2047 visions.

Which of the following relationships among the above statements is/are correct?
1. Statement Il validates the effectiveness of the strategies envisioned in statement I.
2. Statement III extends the objectives of statement I by embedding them into a future-oriented innovation
framework.
3. Statement I contradicts statement III by focusing only on traditional infrastructure instead of modern
innovation.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 only
(b)1and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Test Name Question Analysis

PRELIMS Question included the Sagarmala | Similarity is low to moderate (30-40%) because
MIRROR 1 | Programme as part of broader logistics and | only the broad objective of logistics and
(Q13) transport initiatives. infrastructure development under Sagarmala
“Consider the following infrastructure | overlapped, while the UPSC question focused
initiatives: 1. India-Middle East-Europe | specifically on programme outcomes and
Economic Corridor 2. Eastern Dedicated | Sagarmala 2.0 vision.

Freight Corridor 3. Sagarmala Programme 4.
National Logistics Policy

NISCHAY Question asked about Sagarmala Project as | Similarity is low to moderate (30-40%) because
10 (Q50) an initiative promoting Blue Economy in | the overlap was mainly conceptual regarding
India. Blue Economy and port-led development,
“Consider the following: 1. Sagarmala Project | whereas the UPSC question tested analytical
2. Integrated Coastal Zone Management 3. O- | relationships between objectives, outcomes, and
SMART 4. Deep Ocean Mission 5. PMMSY 6. | future innovation goals.

Blue Bonds — Which initiatives have been
launched to promote Blue Economy in
India?”
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Q27. Which one of the following statements with regard to the Moidams, built by the Tai-Ahom kingdom
and inscribed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, is/are correct?

1. They acted as army fortresses.

2. They were recreation centres of the Royals and Nobles.
3. They were burial grounds of the Royals and Nobles.
4. They were battle drill centres of the Royals and Nobles.

Select the answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only
(b) 1and 3
(c) 3 only
(d)2and 4
Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY 7 (Q53) “The CharaideoMoidams | Similarity is high (70-

https:/ /www.iasgyvan.in/daily-current-
affairs/moidams

Diseleimer: Copyright infringement not intended

Contet

Background and Significance:

e The Maidams’ ore mound-burial sites located in Charaides district, Assam. which

Tai=Afiom peapls whe migmsted 19 Assor in the

UNESCO Mamination and Eveluntion:

+ The Aham era Maidoms’ in Assam's Choraidea district, recommended for UNESCO Warld Heritoge stotus

the resting ploces

he intematienal Coundl on Monuments ond Sites ICOMOS), on odvisary body to UNESCO, evaluated the
Ml

received the UNESCO heritage
status, what is it? (A) Ancient
Buddhist stupas... (B) Sacred
burial mounds of the Tai-Ahom
royalty located in Assam ...”

80%) because the UPSC
question directly tested
the nature of Moidams
as burial grounds of
Tai-Ahom royalty,
which was explicitly
covered in the test
question.

Q28. At the United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC) held in June, 2025 in France, the Food and
Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations demonstrated its leading voice on marine and ocean
issues, especially on sustainable fisheries and aquaculture for resilient livelihood and "Blue Transformation".

Which of the following combinations about the "Four Betters" proposed by FAO for "Blue Transformation" is

correct?

(a) Better production, better nutrition, better environment and better ocean
(b) Better production, better nutrition, better environment and better life
(c) Better coral reefs, better nutrition, better environment and better life

(d) Better estuaries, better nutrition, better environment and better mangrove vegetation

SDG 14.”

marine frameworks. The declarations and key outcomes of
the 3rd UN Ocean Conference (UNOC3), including SDG 14
commitments, were specifically covered

“Consider the following statements regarding the third UN
Ocean Conference (UNOC3):
declaration titled ‘Our Ocean, Our Future: United for
Urgent Action.” 2. It reinforced global commitments to

1. UNOC3 adopted a

Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY | This question is based on the United Nations Ocean | Similarity is low (25-35%) because
18 (Q81) Conference (UNOC) held in June 2025 and sustainable | the overlap was mainly thematic —

both related to the UN Ocean
Conference and sustainable marine
governance.

©APTIPLUSACADEMYFORCIVILSERVICESPVT.LTD.

Page-3


https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/moidams
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/moidams

APTI PLUS

Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd.
CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

UPSC CSE PRELIMS 2026 REFLECTIONS

Q30.Which one of the following is the first Plan Vivo certified Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and

Forest Degradation (REDD+) project in India?
(a) Uttarakhand REDD+ project

(b) ICFRE-ICIMOD Transboundary REDD+ project in North-Eastern Himalayas

(c) Khasi Hills Community REDD+ project

(d) Sikkim MamleyKamrang Community REDD+ project

degradation in affected countries. 2. It provides
incentives to countries for sustainable forest
management. 3. It  prioritises  biodiversity
conservation over livelihoods improvement.”

Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY | “Consider the following statements about REDD+: 1. | Similarity is low (25-35%) because the
16 (Q8) It primarily focuses on deforestation and forest | overlap was mainly conceptual through

the REDD+ framework. The UPSC
question specifically tested the first Plan
Vivo certified REDD+ project in India,
which was not directly covered.

Q34. In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International Seaport represent a structural shift in India's maritime

trade and logistics policy?

1. By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo hub to reduce reliance on coastal shipping and eliminate

the need for foreign collaborations.

2. By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a

maritime heritage destination.

3. By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-
shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and reposition India in regional maritime trade.

Select the answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only
Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY 20 (Q41) “Which  of the | Similarity is high (60-65%)

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/vizhinjam-port

eindic lacked deepwater ports copable of handling ultra-large container ships,
Addressing leading to o reliance on foreign ports for such operations.

infrostructure (avizhinjam offers a natural depth of over 18 metars, scalable to 20 meters. This
Gap jdepth is crucial for occommodating lorge vessels and mather ships effectively,
imaking it an |deal port for handling significant maritime traffic.

wHistorically, Indio relied heavily on tronshipment services provided by ports in
iColombao, Singopore, and Klang, leoding to substantial forex expenditure

Transshipment
Traffic sDeveloping Vizhinjam as a transhipment hub allows India to retain its

transhipment business domestically. This reduces the need to divert traffic to foreign
parts, lrading to forex sovings and boosting the notional economy.

#The project's modern infrostructure ottrocts FDI, injecting copital into the economy
land fostering economic growth

Economic #Vizhinjom generates revenue through transhipment operctions, taxes, and fees,
impact rontributing significontly to the state and central government finances.

s The development of supperting logistics infrastructure stimuletes ecanomic
octivities in reloted sectors, creating o multipher effect on the economy.

=\izhinjom's strotegic locotion makes it on attractive choice for shipping
lcompanies. lts proximity to intermotionof shipping routes enhonces its oppeal,
Compotitive

A #The port's copability to handle Megomax container ships, some of the lorgest
L oo
wassels in the world, gives it o competitive edge. This ability makes it o preferred

ichoice for international shipping lines, ensuring o steody flow of marnitime traffic.

#The project is expected to create 5,000 direct job opportunities, providing
to the local il and t the region's economic stability.

eImproved logistics Infrastructure leads to the growth of industrial corvidors around
job Creation  |the port, creating odditional jobs in manufocturing, tronsportotion, ond reloted
seCtors

mEnhonced port focilities benefit cruise tourism, creating employment opportunities
lin the tourism sectos, including hospitality, entertoinment, and trovel services

following has been | because the UPSC question

recently developed | directly built upon
as India’s  first | Vizhinjam’s role as a
deepwater deepwater transshipment
transhipment port? | port reducing dependence on
- Vizhinjam | foreign hubs like Colombo
International and Singapore. The

Seaport ...” conceptual core and strategic
maritime significance were

substantially covered.
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Q40. Ships from which of the following countries have to cross the Strait of Hormuz to reach the Indian

Ocean?
1. Bahrain
2. Syria
3. Qatar
4. Egypt

Select the answer using the code given below:
(@)1and 2

(b) 1and 3

(c)2and 3

(d)3and 4

Test Name Question Analysis

PRELIMS MIRROR 1 (Q44) “With reference to | Similarity is low to moderate (35-
the  Strait  of | 45%) because the overlap was
Hormuz, consider | mainly geographical and conceptual
the following | regarding the Strait of Hormuz as a

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/strait-of-hormuz

STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Strait of
otz

statements...”

strategic =~ maritime  chokepoint.
However, the UPSC question
specifically tested the countries

whose ships must cross the strait to
access the Indian Ocean, which was
not directly covered.

Similarity was high as map was
clearly there in iasgyan website.

Q. 41. Match List I with List IT and select the answer using the code given below the Lists :

List I (INTERPOL Notice)

List IT (Description)

A. Silver Notice

1. To seek information on unidentified bodies

B. Blue Notice

2. To collect additional information about a person’s identity,
location, or activities in relation to a criminal investigation

C. Black Notice

3. To provide warning about a person’s criminal activities, where
the person is considered to be a possible threat to public safety

D. Green Notice

4. To identify and trace criminal assets

Code :
A|B|C|D
@ [3]1]2]4
) [3 214
© |4 2173
@4 ]1]2]3

Test Name

Question

Analysis

NISCHAY 25 (Q45)

Consider the following

Similarity is high (75-85%)

information: because the UPSC question
INTERPOL  Purpose directly tested the purpose-

Notice based matching of different
Yellow To providea | INTERPOL notices,
Notice warning about | especially  Blue,  Green,

a person’s

criminal

Silver, and Black Notices.
The matching format and
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https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/ daily-current-
affairs/silver-notice

COUNTTIES. 1T %5 POTT OF INTEIPOF 5 COIOUr-COGE0 NODCES ONa OITUSIONS.

What is the Silver Notice used for?
* It heips countries to locate and recover assets linked to crimes like fraud, corruption, drug trafficking, and
environmental crimes.
* It helps countries identify and locate assets like properties, vehicles, financial accounts, and businesses.
* It helps countries 1o take legal action against these assets, such as seizure or confiscation
How does the Silver Notice work?
« Parlicipating countries can request information on sssets linked fo criminal activities.
* The information helps countries to identify and locale the assets.
+ The assets can then be selzed or confiscated depending on the national laws.
Must Read Articles:
NOTICES BY INTERPOL

activities
Blue Notice To collect
additional
information
about a
person’s
identity
To locate
missing
persons
In how many of the above
rows is the given
information correctly
matched?
Only one
Only two
All three
None

Green
Notice

conceptual approach were
substantially similar.

Q44. Which of the following statements about DHRUV64 is/are correct ?
1. Itis the third chip fabricated under the DIR-V Programme with an overall aim to enable the creation of

microprocessors for India.

2. [Itis India's first homegrown 1.0 GHz, 64-bit dual-core microprocessor.

Select the answer using the code given below :
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY 34 (Q63) “With reference to | Similarity is high
DHRUV64, because the
https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs /national-technology- recently unveiled | UPSC question
day-2026-history-significance-theme by India, consider | directly tested
the following | factual  details
statements: 1. It is | about
India’s first fully | DHRUV64,
indigenously including its
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micregravity research during the Axiom-4 mission,

manogement and earth observation

MATSYA submersible.

Wing Commander Shubhanshu Shukla become the first Indian on the Intermationol Spoce Station (ISS) in 2025, conducting

ISRO and NASA lounched the NISAR satellite in 2025, the world's first dual-frequency synthetic aperture radar for disaster

Future plans include the Goganyoan crewed space mission and deep-sea exploration at 6,000 metres using the indigenous

Semiconductors and Indigenous Microprocessors

The Union Budget 2026-27 introduced India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) 2.0 with a 1,000 crore provision to push for

semiconductor seif-relionce and achieve advanced 3

Centre for D of Adh 1 G

Muclear Capabilities and Defence Indigenisation

nears completion, ciming to top extensive thorium reserves

BrahMos cruise missile.

Source: THEHINDU

Tata Electronics is building India's first commercial semiconductor fob in Dhelera, Gujarat.

(C-DAC) lounched DHRUVE4, a fully indigenous 64-bit microprocessor
based on the open-source RISC-V architecture, designed to power 5G infrostructure and 0T devices securely,

India advances its Three-5tage Muclear Power Programme os the Prototype Fost Breeder Reactor (PFER) ot Kalpokkam

The Indian Navy solidified India's Nuclear Triad with successful deterrence patrols by the INS Arihant.

Defence indigenization continues with the Tejas LCA. the INS Vikrant carrier commissioning, and enhancements to the

and 2 technology nodes by 2029,

developed indigenous
microprocessor. 2. | nature and
It has been | microprocessor
developed by C- | identity. The
DAC. 3. It was | conceptual
developed wunder | domain and core
the National | factual area were
Supercomputing substantially the
Mission.” same.

Q46. 'X', born in the UK, was conferred the Nobel Prize in 2025. He was a professor in an American university
when this prize was announced. Identify 'X' :

(a) Michel H. Devoret

(b) Richard Robson
(c) John Clarke
(d) Joel Mokyr
Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY 16 (Q93) “Consider the following | Similarity is low because the UPSC
information about the Nobel | question  directly  relied on
https:/ /www.asgyan.in/tag/nobel- Prize in 2025: John Clarke - | awareness of 2025 Nobel Prize
prize-physics-2025 Discovery of quantum | winners and associated
mechanical tunnelling; Richard | personalities, which was covered in
Robson - Development of | the test. However, the exact
metal-organic frameworks; Fred | identification of the UK-born
Ramsdell - Discovery relating to | laureate and American university
peripheral immune tolerance.” linkage required additional factual
recall beyond the matching exercise.

Q51. Which of the following statements regarding the features of blockchain technology are correct?

1.

Records stored in the database may be made visible to relevant stakeholders without risk of alteration.

2. Copies of the entire database are stored on multiple computers on a network, syncing within seconds.

3. Consortium blockchain is a blend of public and private blockchains allowing selective data access.

4. Mathematical algorithms make it impossible to change or delete any data once recorded and accepted.

Select the answer using the code given below :

(@)land3

(b) 2 and 4 only
(c)1,2and 4
(d) 1 and 4 only

Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY 18 (Q9%4) Q94. Blockchain | Similarity is moderate to high
technology's  potential | (60-70%) because the UPSC
https:/ /www.iasgvan.in/tag/blockchain- applications extend far | question directly tested core
technology beyond cryptocurrency. | blockchain features such as
Which of the following | decentralization,  distributed
is a key characteristic of | storage, transparency, and
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What is India's National Blockchain Framework?
The Ministry of Electronics and iformation Technclogy [MeitY) lounched the Notonol Blockehain Eromework {NSF) in 2024

with 0 Rs 64.76 wrore budget 1o establish ¢ unified, secure, ond transparent diglal governance ecosystem.

ties ol ! S
pB"‘I’:,)e::lkcl’wain F:ﬁ)
e ?)—C)f

Key Highlights of NBF {Q

Departments 08
Onboarded:

©1 Blockehain Products:
e
€ . s 8
a! (Proot of Concepts):

Verified:

L E Documents

BOuTCR: LICCAT R (0 ¥

blockchain that makes it

suitable for applications
like voting and
healthcare record
management?

A) Centralized control by
a single trusted authority.
B) The ability to easily
alter or delete past
records.

C) Its decentralized and
immutable nature.

D) Dependence on a
single point of failure for
network operation.

immutability, ~ which  were
conceptually covered in the
test. However, UPSC
additionally included
consortium  blockchain and
technical operational details for
deeper factual evaluation.

Q53. Which one of the following correctly represents the three key sub-indices of the Financial Inclusion
Index (FI-Index) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) ?

(a) Credit access, Insurance depth, and Pension coverage

(b) Banking access, GDP contribution, and Financial literacy

(c) Access, Usage, and Quality
(d) Access, Affordability, and Transparency

Test Name

Question

Analysis

NISCHAY 30 (Q82)

“Consider

the following

Similarity is high because the UPSC

https:/ /www.iasgyvan.in/daily-

current-affairs/financial-inclusion-

index-2025-rbi-report

statements in the context of the
RBI's Financial Inclusion Index
(FI-Index)... The three broad
parameters and their weights
are: Access (35%), Usage (45%),
and Quality (20%).”

question directly asked the three
key sub-indices of the Reserve Bank
of India FIl-Index, which were
explicitly covered in the test with
exact terminology — Access, Usage,
and Quality.

Q55. Which one of the following statements about Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Central Bank

Digital Currency (Digital Rupee) is not correct ?

(a) UPL is a real-time payment system but Digital Rupee is akin to sovereign paper currency.

(b) In case of UPI, settlement for end users happens instantly as the money gets immediately debited or credited
but in case of Digital Rupee, there is no settlement as the wallet balance gets transferred to another wallet.

(c) UPI transactions are recorded by banks and reflected in bank statements but in case of Digital Rupee, no data
is captured in bank statements as transactions are from one wallet to another.
(d) In both the cases (UPI and Digital Rupee), the liability lies with the users and their respective banks.

Test Name

Question

Analysis

NISCHAY 33 (Q4) Consider

https:/ /www.lasgyan.in/daily-
current-affairs/central-bank-digital-

currency-31

currency.

following statements:
Statement-I: The

the | Similarity is low because the UPSC question

directly relied on the conceptual understanding

Reserve Bank of India
has introduced
Central Bank Digital
Currency (e-Rupee).
Statement-1I: The

Rupee is a legal tender
issued in a digital form
and is exchangeable at

par with  existing

of the Reserve Bank of India Digital Rupee as
sovereign digital currency, which was explicitly

the | covered. However, the detailed comparison

between UPI settlement mechanisms and
wallet-based CBDC transactions required

e- | additional analytical understanding beyond the

test content.
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Which of the following
is correct in respect of
the above statements?
Both Statement I and
Statement II are correct
and Statement II is the
correct explanation of
Statement |

Both Statement I and
Statement II are correct
but Statement II is not
the correct explanation
of Statement I
Statement I is correct
and Statement II is
incorrect

Statement I is incorrect
and Statement 1 is
correct

Q60. Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are

correct?

1. Modern technological innovations including Artificial Intelligence, robotics and space exploration

extensively utilise Rare Earth Elements (REEs).

2. China has the highest share in mining of REEs followed by India.
3. The Government of India launched the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) in 2025 to establish a
robust framework for self-reliance in the critical mineral sector.

4. Rare Earth Elements are a set of 13 metallic elements.

Select the answer using the code given below :

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 3 only

(¢)1,3and 4

(d)1,2and 4

Test Name Question Analysis

FLT 32 + NISCHAY 16 Q6.  Consider | Similarity is low to moderate
the following | in the Nischay tests but high

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/rare-earth- materials: from iasgyan source. The

reserves-in-india Dysprosium UPSC question directly draws
Neodymium from the same conceptual pool
Thorium covered in  the  tests:
Promethium applications of Rare Earth
Which of the | Elements in advanced

above are Rare
Earth Elements
that are used in
high-strength
permanent
magnets for
wind turbines?
(@ 1 and 2
only(b) 2 and 3
only(c) 1, 2 and
4 only(d) 1, 2, 3
and 4

technologies, properties and

classification of REEs, and
India’s National Critical
Mineral Mission. FLT 32
already tested REE
composition, magnet
applications, and
misconceptions about
rarity /concentration, while

NISCHAY 16 covered unique
magnetic/electrochemical
properties and  industrial
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Why is India concerned about Critical Mineral Supply?

High Import Dependence: India is currently 100% import-depandent for essential minerals like Ethium ond cobalt. with China
controlling over 70% of global lithium production and processing. [Source: Down to Eorth)

Surging Future Demand: India's cumulative demond for critical energy tronsition minerals under o Met Zero Scenario is
projected to reach about 163 million tonnes by 2070, which is 51% higher than the Current Policy Scenario, {Source: NITI
Aoyog}

Geapolitical C Highly
disruptions, and strotegic risks.

global supply chains leave Indio vulnerable to price wolatility, supply

Supply Chein Vulnerabilities: Global choins face risks from foreign control of assets. major producer export curbs, and long-
tarm offtake ogreements that hinder Indian market entry.

Domestic Gops: Despite holding resowrces like copper and graphite, Indio bocks processing infrostrecture, foces mining
bottlenecks, ond shows slow exploration progress.

What is the Critical Mineral Recycling Scheme?

It is introduced wunder the Mational Critical Mineral Mission (MCMM] to promote the recovery of vital critical minerals like
lithium, cobalt. nickel, and rare eorth elements frem secondary woste sources,

Itis designed to act as @ near-term solution to secure raw materials for cleon energy, electric vehicles [EVs), and defense
sectors until domestic exploration and mining projects begin to yield results.

Duration and Fund Allocation: From FY 2025-26 to FY 2030-31. The ¥L,500 crore budget is allecated across three different
waste streams:

= X700 crore for Lithlum-ion Battery recycling.
= 3650 crore for E-waste recycing.
= 135 crore for other scrap streams, such os cotalytic converters from end-of-lifs vehicles

Incentive Structure: Finoncial support provided to the recyelers is cotegerized into capital and eperational expenditures:

» Copitol Expenditure {Copex) Subsidy: Provides up to o 20% subsidy on plont, machinery, equipment, ond ossocated
utilities.

= Operational Expenditure (Opex) Support: & performance-linked subsidy bosed on the incremental soles of the extracted
critical minerals over o base yeor

What is Rare Earth Elements (REEs)?

They are a group of 17 metallic elements thot ore critical for modemn high-tech industries. Despite their name, they are
relatively abundant in the Earth's crust.

They are colled “rare® becouse they ore rarely found in concentrated, economically vioble deposits and are difficult to
from

The 17 Rare Eorth Elements
The aroup consists of the 15 lanthanides plus scandium and yttrium

Lonthanum (Lo): Used in camera lenses and petroleum refining

Cerium (Ce): The most abundant REE, used for gloss polishing and catolytic converters.
Praseodymium (Pr): Used in high-strength alloys for aircroft engines and fiint
Neodymium (Nd): Crucial for making the world's strongest permanent magnets.
Promethium (Pm): Radioactive and does not occur naturally: used in luminous paint.
Samarium (Sm): Used in precision-guided weopons ond nuclecr reactor control rods.
Europium (Eu): Essential for the red color in TV ond smartphone screens.

Gadolinium (Gd): Used in MRI contrast ogents and medical imaging

Terblum (Tb): Used in energy-saving lomps and solid-state devices.

Dysprosium (Dy): Added to magnets to help them function ot high temperotures.
Holmium (Ho): Has the highest magnetic strength of any element

Erbium (Er): Used as on ampiifier in fiber-optic communications.

Thulium (Tm): Used in portable X-ray mochines.

Yiterbium (Yb): Used in lasers and as @ chemicol reducing agent

Lutetium (Lu): Used in PET scans to detect tumors.

Scandium (Sc): Used to create light ght, high-strength olloys.

Yitrium (Y): Widely used in tors and cancer

* st s s e eese s

Significonce

risgtion of smartphones. hard drives, and speakers

* Technology: They are "vitamins" for
» Green Energy: Critical for electric vehicle (EV) motors and wind turbines.

* Defence: Used in precision-guided missiles, radar systems, ond night-vision goggles.

* Geopolitics: China currently dominates the global supply, controliing over 90% of refining copacity as of 2025,

5, enobling the mi

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials /national-critical-
mineral-mission-challenges-and-opportunities

Q11. Consider
the following
statements
regarding Rare
Earth Elements

(REEs) and
magnets:

Rare earth
elements are

extremely scarce
in the Earth's
crust.
Rare-earth
magnets are
brittle and prone
to corrosion.
Rare earth ores

occur in
concentrated
seems like coal
or copper.
Which of the
statements
given above

is/are incorrect?

@ 1 and 2
only(b) 2 only(c)
1 and 3 only(d) 2
and 3 only

Q 88. Which of
the following
statements are
correct about
the Rare Earth
Elements?
These elements
are commonly
found in high
concentrations
in a single
location.

Some of these
elements possess
unique magnetic
and
electrochemical
properties.
Lanthanum, a
rare earth
element, is used
in the petroleum

refining
industry.

Select the
answer  using

the code given

applications. The actual UPSC
question largely recombined
these previously tested factual
themes into a statement-based
format.
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below:

1 and 2 only
2 and 3 only
1 and 3 only
1,2and 3

Q64. Consider the following statements about the Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) in India :
1. NBFCs cannot accept demand deposits.
2. All the NBFCs operating in India have to be registered with the RBIL
3. NBEFCs form part of the payment and settlement system and can issue cheque drawn on itself.
4. Deposit insurance facility of Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) is not
available to the depositors of deposit taking NBFCs.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(@) 1and 4
(b)1,2and 3
(c) 4 only
(d)2,3and 4

Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY 12 Q 15. How many of the following | Similarity is high. The UPSC question almost directly
(Q15), NISCHAY | statements are correct with respect | reproduces the same conceptual areas repeatedly
21 (Q68), and to the Non-Banking Financial | tested in the mock series: NBFCs cannot accept
PRELIMS Companies (NBFCs)? demand deposits like banks, they are outside the

MIRROR 2 (Q5)

They can participate in the
transaction of immovable property
as their principal business.

They can accept deposits from both
the savings and current accounts.
They can offer interest rates only if
it is lower than the ceiling rate
prescribed by the RBI.

Q 68. Which of the following
statements are correct about the
Non-Banking Finance Companies
(NBECs)?

It is a company whose principal
business may include loans or
advances and any agricultural
activity.

It is mandatory for a NBFC to get
itself registered with the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) as a deposit
taking company.

The repayment of deposits by
NBFCs is not guaranteed by the

Reserve Bank of India.
Q5. Consider the following
statements:

Statement I: A Non-Banking
Financial Company (NBF(c) cannot
accept demand

deposits from the public
traditional Commercial Banks.
Statement II: NBFCs do not form

like

payment and settlement system and cannot issue
cheques on themselves, and DICGC insurance
protection is unavailable to NBFC depositors.
PRELIMS MIRROR 2 especially mirrors the exact
framing of statements 1 and 3, while NISCHAY 21
covered RBI registration and deposit-related
safeguards. The overlap is both conceptual and
statement-oriented.
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part of the payment and settlement
system and cannotissue cheques
drawn on themselves.

Which one of the following is
correct inrespect of the above
statements?

(a) Both Statement I and Statement
II arecorrect and Statement II
explains Statement I.

Q67. Which of the following statements with regard to Large Language Models (LLMs) used in machine

learning is/are correct ?

1. LLMs assign probabilities to the next possible words and then pick the one with the highest probability.
2. LLMs process data through mathematical optimization to minimise prediction errors.

3. LLMs produce unbiased outputs.
Select the answer using the code given below :
(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Source Used

Analysis

Uploaded LLM notes/image only

Similarity is high. The uploaded material directly contains the
exact concepts asked in UPSC Q67. It explicitly states that LLMs
“predict the probability of words or sequences given previous
context,” which directly matches Statement 1. It also explains that
LLMs use deep learning and continuously improve performance
using data and parameters, reflecting mathematical optimization
to minimize prediction errors in Statement 2. Further, under
“Challenges,” the notes specifically mention “Bias and Fairness,”
clearly implying that LLMs do not necessarily produce unbiased
outputs, thereby directly helping eliminate Statement 3. The

overlap is therefore nearly direct both conceptually and
terminologically.
Test Name Full Question Analysis
PRELIMS MIRROR | Q6. Match the following: List I: A. Large | Similarity is low. The UPSC question
3 Language Model B. Machine Learning C. | examined the functioning of Large

Natural Language Processing D. Neural
Network List II: 1. Model trained on large
text data to generate human-like
responses 2. Learning from data without
explicit programming 3. Understanding
and generating human language 4. Deep
learning structure using interconnected
nodes Select the correct answer using the
code below: (a) A-1, B-2, C-3, D4 (b) A-3,
B-2, C-4, D-1 (c) A-4, B-3, C-2, D-1 (d) A-2,
B-4, C-3, D-1

Language Models — probabilistic next-
word prediction, optimization to minimize
prediction errors, and the issue of bias in
outputs. PRELIMS MIRROR 3 directly
introduced the concepts of LLMs, machine
learning, NLP, and neural networks,
thereby preparing students with the exact
technological vocabulary and framework.

Q70. Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct ?
1. Itis decarbonized hydrogen obtained from natural gas reforming combined with carbon capture and storage

(CCS).

2. Itis produced using electrolysis of water with electricity generated by renewable energy.
3. National Green Hydrogen Mission of India aims for abatement of nearly 50 MMT of annual greenhouse gas

emissions by 2030.
Select the answer using the code given below :
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(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d)1,2and 3

Test Name

Analysis

NISCHAY 16 + NISCHAY 18

0 Development of green hydrogen production capacity of at feast 5 MMT (Milion Metric Tonne) per arinum
with on 03secksted reraweble enargy copacity oddition af about 125 GW In the country

creation of export opportunities for Green Hydrogen and s

energy sectars; reduction in dependence on imported

srlacturing capob Bthes. creation of smployment

nd deveiopment of cutting-edge technologies.

* Indi’s Green Hydrogen production copac to reach at keast 5 MMT per annum, with on associated
renewable energy copacity acditon of about 125 GW

« The targets by 2030 cre fikely 10 bring in over Rs. 8 ikh crore investments and create over 6 lokh jobs

« Nearly 50 MMT per annum of CO2 emissions ara expacted to b overted by 2030,

+ The Mission will fockitate demand creaticn, productian, utiltzation and export of Green Hydrogen

+ Undar the Stretegic Interventicns for Gesen Hydrogen Trarsition Programme (SIGHT], two distinet francicl

- targeting domestic marufacturing of electrolysers ond production of Green Hydrogen —
will be provided under the Mission.

« The Mission will also support pilot projects in emengng end-use sectors and preduction pethwoys, Regens
copable of supporting krge scole production andfr utitizotion of Hydrogen will be ientified and developed as.
Green Hydrogen Hubs

* An enobling policy fromework will be develaped 1o support estoblishment of Green Hydrogen ecosysten.

A robust Standards ard Reg s frameveork will be wiog

* Further, a public-privote partnership framework for R&D (Strategic Hydrogen Innovation Partrership - SHIP)
will be faciitated undor the Mission; RAD projects will be goal-crientud, time bound, and surably scaked up to
develon globelly « ogivs

o A o =kl develop o will 526 be ken under the Mission

* All concemed Ministries, Departments, agencies and instautions of the Centrol and Stote Governments wil

#ops 0 ensure successiul ochinw

undortake focussed ond
* Ministry of New & Re
Mission

of the Mission objectives,
for overoll and imple of the

e Enery wil be

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/green-hydrogen-1

Question
Q 93. Which of the
following statements are
correct with respect to

Hydrogen? 1. Hydrogen has
the highest energy content
by weight of all types of

fuels. 2. There will be no
interstate transmission
charges under Green

Hydrogen Policy until 2030.
3. Production of green
hydrogen leads to emission
of little  amounts  of
greenhouse gases. Select the
answer using the code given
below: (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2
and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3 Q23. With
reference to green
hydrogen, consider the
following statements: 1. [t
can be produced through
electrolysis using wind or
solar power. 2. It emits only
water vapor when used in
fuel cells. 3. It has lower
energy density per unit mass
compared to gasoline. Which
of the above statements are
correct? (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and
3(c)land3(d)1,2and 3

Similarity is high. The UPSC
question directly tested the
method of green hydrogen
production and policy-linked
climate targets. NISCHAY 18
explicitly covered electrolysis
using  renewable  energy
sources like solar and wind
power, which directly matches
Statement 2. NISCHAY 16
reinforced Green Hydrogen

Policy provisions and
emissions-related

understanding. Together,
these  tests  substantially
prepared students for
distinguishing green

hydrogen from other forms
such as blue hydrogen
(natural gas reforming with
CCS), as well as

understanding its  climate
mitigation role wunder the
National Green Hydrogen
Mission.

Q74. Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct ?
1. It aims at developing intermediate-scale quantum computers with 50-1000 physical qubits.
2. Its implementation includes setting up of four Thematic Hubs (T-Hubs) in academic and national R&D

institutes across India.
Select the answer using the code given below :
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY 29 + IAS GYAN Source Q 65. With reference to | Similarity is high. The
the National Quantum | IAS GYAN  source
Mission, consider the | directly covered the
following  statements: | National Quantum
Quantum Key | Mission’s objectives,
Distribution (QKD) is | including development
proposed as a core |of intermediate-scale
technology for secure | quantum computers
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Mational Quantum Mission
About

= As port of the National Quantum Mission, four thematic hubs will be hod in different
the country to beost research and development in the field
= Four thematic hubs [T-Hubs) will be set up intop academic and national research and development institutes

onthe domains —

5 OCFOSS

1. Quantum Computing,

2. Quantum Communication,

3. Quantum Sensing And Metrology, and
4. Quontum Materials and devices,

= The hubs which will focus on generation of new knowledge through basic and applied research as well as
promete R&D in areos thet are mondated to them

Department
= The mission will be fed by the Department of Science & Technology under a mission directar,

» The Centre will form o mission secretariat which will have a governing body 1o steer the work under the
leadership of scientists from the quantum feld
= The Mission Technology Research Council will work as o scientific advisory body for the gaveming body.

Mandate

» The center cutlining the eight-year-long framework for the mission said thot [t will work ot developing 20-50
qubit % and I over o di
years,

= The new mission torgets developing intermediate-scole quantum computers with 50-1000 physical qubits in
eight yeors in various platforms like superconducting ond photonic technology.

Mote; For o perspective, the indian achievernent so far is imited to developing 2-3 qubits in a super-conducting
platform.

of 2000 kilometers in the next thres

communication. The
Mission supports the
development of
quantum repeaters to
extend communication
range. Quantum
communication is

immune to interception
as it relies on classical
encryption. How many
of the statements given
above are correct?

with 50-1000 physical

qubits and
establishment of four
Thematic Hubs (T-
Hubs), which were
directly asked in the
UPSC question.
NISCHAY 29  had
already familiarized
students ~ with  the
mission architecture,
quantum
communication

technologies, QKD, and
the broader framework
of NQM. The UPSC

question therefore
represented a direct
factual extension of
concepts already

discussed in both the
current affairs source
and test series.

Q75. Which of the following statements with regard to India’s Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct ?
1. It was launched by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Government of India.
2. Matsya-6000 has been designed to carry 3 people for deep sea exploration.

3. Samudrayaan is a project under this mission.
Select the answer using the code given below :

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3

Test Name Question Analysis

NISCHAY 18 | Q22.  Which of the | Similarity is high. The UPSC question directly repeats factual

(Q22), and | following statements about | themes already covered multiple times in the NISCHAY tests

NISCHAY 35 | the 'Deep Ocean Mission' | and IAS GYAN notes. NISCHAY 18 explicitly tested that the

(Q77) are correct? Deep Ocean Mission is an initiative of the Ministry of Earth
1. It is an initiative of the | Sciences (helping eliminate Statement 1), while also directly

+IAS GYAN Ministry of Earth Sciences. | mentioning Matsya-6000 as a manned submersible and the

Source 2. The mission addresses | mission’s deep-sea exploration objectives, directly supporting
deep-sea mining, ocean | Statement 2. NISCHAY 35 further covered the Samudrayaan
climate, and biodiversity. project under the Deep Ocean Mission, directly matching
3. It involves the

development of a manned
submersible 'Matsya 6000'.
4. The mission focuses on
the exploration of
polymetallic nodules.

How many of the above
statements are correct?

A) Only one

B) Only two

C) Only three

D) All four

Statement 3. The UPSC question is therefore almost a direct
factual extraction from previously covered material with
minimal conceptual modification.
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Q 77. Consider the
following statements about
the Deep Ocean Mission:

It was launched in 2021 by
Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES) as a Central Sector
Scheme with Cabinet
approval.

The Samudrayaan Project
under the mission will
enable deep-sea exploration
strictly in the continental
shelf.

MATSYA 6000 is a self-
propelled manned
submersible powered by a
high-density Li-Po battery.
How  many of the
statements given above are

correct?

Q83. Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of

India:

1. Unstarred questions are those to which a Member desires an oral answer in the House.
2. Starred questions are those to which a Member desires a written answer.
3. No supplementary question can be asked on an unstarred question.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct ?
(a) All the three statements are correct.
(b) There are two correct statements, that include statement 2.
(c) There is only one correct statement.
(d) There is no correct statement.

10

following statements:
Starred questions require a
written answer and
supplementary questions
can follow.

Unstarred questions
require no written answer
and supplementary
questions cannot follow.
Select the incorrect answer
using the code given
below:

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and 2

Neither 1 nor 2

Test Question Analysis
Name
NISCHAY | Q 53. Consider the | Similarity is high. The test directly covered the exact conceptual

distinction between Starred and Unstarred Questions in Parliament
that UPSC Q83 asked. The NISCHAY question specifically tested
whether starred questions are oral or written and whether
supplementary questions are allowed, which are the same core
factual elements used in UPSC statements 1, 2, and 3. UPSC merely
reframed the same parliamentary procedure concepts into a three-
statement elimination format. Thus, the overlap in both theme and
factual content is almost direct.

Q87. Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct ?
1. A Zero FIR can be lodged at a police station, even though the place of commission of a cognizable/non-
cognizable offence is outside the territorial jurisdiction of that police station.
2. The Officer-in-Charge of the police station where a Zero FIR has been lodged may, with the permission
of the competent authority, initiate a preliminary enquiry.
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3. Under Zero FIR, it is obligatory for the informant to furnish information electronically.

Select the answer using the code given below :
(@1,2and 3

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d) 2 only
https:/ /www.iasgyvan.in/ daily-current-affairs/ zero-fir-47

Test Name Question Analysis
NISCHAY Q78. The e-Zero FIR Initiative has | Similarity is low. The NISCHAY tests familiarized
12 + been launched by which of the | students with the concept of Zero FIR under the evolving
NISCHAY following organisations? / Q63. | criminal law framework after the introduction of BNSS,
21 Which of the following | 2023. While the tests focused mainly on the institutional

organisations has launched the e-
Zero FIR Initiative?

aspect (14C launching the initiative), the UPSC question
expanded the same theme into procedural provisions of
Zero FIR — territorial jurisdiction, preliminary enquiry,
and electronic filing.

Source

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/ zero-
fir-47

Context:
The Uinion Ministry of Home Affoirs hos released guidelines to Linion Territories to ansure that “zere AR” registered
in the kocod Ionguoge must cary o tronshoted copy in English when forworded to another state.

About Zero FIR
= A zero FIR con be filed ot any pelice stotion imespective of the ploce and jurisdiction where the crime tokes
ploce,
w Aa pet the sriminal justice system, FIF iz a first step and polies stoet an invistigation besed an the contents
gihvan in this.
» Mormally an FIR will hove to be registered in o police station under whese jurisdiction the ploce of
crime comes
# Hewsver, in serious cognizoble offences like rape, muorder, ete. Zers FIR con be registered in oy police
station regardiess of jurisdiction to avold time |oss,
= |t ensures that victims or withesses can report erimes to any Police Station with ease, without facing any
Jurisdiction chollenges
» DOnce o zem FIR s registered, then it is tronsfermed to the appropriote police stotion (under whose |urisdiction
the crime hoppened] for investigation,
an the

* Itwasi

of the justice Verma Committee (2013),

Zero FIR v/s Regular FIR
The process of registering a Zero FIR is similar to @ regular FIR,

oin thir case of Zera FiF, the police station which registered the cose will number the FIR os 0,

= When the cose is tronsferred to the outhorized jurisdiction, then the police stathon will provide o number to the
cose, jest like o nesmaol FIR

New guidelines of the Ministry of Home Affairs

= The minkstry in its guidelines stoted that an English-tronsioted copy of Zero FIR must be ottoched while
forwarding the FIR to another Police Stotion,

» The quidelines ensure that the efficiency of the Investigotion process must nat be hampered due to the
lenguage barrier,

= Atranshoted copy of Zero FIR in English will oveid the chance of misunderstending or confusion that may

arise due to the longuage barrier.

Similarity is low. The IASGYAN source directly
explained that a Zero FIR can be filed irrespective of
territorial jurisdiction, which is the core idea tested in
Statement 1. Thus, the conceptual overlap is
substantial, with UPSC essentially extending the
already tested Zero FIR framework into a deeper legal-
procedure format.

Q88. With reference to the organisations under the Government of India, consider the following details :

Sl Organisation Function Controlling Union Ministry

No.

1 Central Economic To coordinate between various law Ministry of Home Affairs
Intelligence Bureau (CEIB) | enforcement agencies

2 Serious Fraud Investigation | To investigate complex corporate frauds | Ministry of Finance
Office (SFIO)

3 Central Bureau of To preserve values in public life and Ministry of Personnel, Public
Investigation (CBI) ensure the health of the national economy | Grievances and Pension

In how many of the above rows are the given details correctly matched ?

(@)1

(b) 2

()3

(d) None
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Central Bureau Ministry of
of Investigation Personnel,

matched?
Only one
Only two
All three

None

(CBI) Public
Grievances and
Pensions

Enforcement  Ministry of

Directorate Finance

In how many of the above rows is
the given information incorrectly

Test Question Analysis
Name

NISCHAY | Q 76. Consider the following Similarity is moderate. The UPSC question follows almost the
25 information: identical matching format used in NISCHAY 25, where
Agency Nodal Ministry | investigative and enforcement agencies were matched with
National Ministry of their nodal ministries. The test already directly covered the
Investigation ~ Home Affairs CBI under the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Agency (NIA) Pensions and the ED under the Ministry of Finance, thereby

preparing students for ministry-agency linkage questions.
UPSC simply extended the same administrative-governance
framework by introducing SFIO and CEIB along with
functional descriptions. The pattern, approach, and factual
orientation are nearly identical.

Source

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/serious-fraud-investigation-office-
sfio

Similarity is moderate. The source directly discusses SFIO as a
specialised agency investigating serious and complex corporate
frauds under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, which directly
helps eliminate the incorrect ministry pairing in the UPSC
question. The article substantially overlaps with the functional
and administrative aspects tested in the exam.

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/central-bureau-of-investigation-cbi-
autonomy-and-selection-process

Similarity is moderate. The source explicitly explains the
administrative control and functioning of the CBI under the
Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions. It also discusses the
role and mandate of the CBI, directly supporting one of the rows
tested in UPSC. The factual overlap with the ministry-control
component of the question is direct and substantial.

Q90. Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi :
1. The Summit’s intellectual framework was based on three foundational Sutras : People, Planning, and

Progress.

2. The Preamble of the Summit stresses Democratising Al Resources, which acknowledges the Charter for
Democratic Diffusion of Al as a binding framework to support locally relevant innovation and
strengthen resilient Al ecosystems while respecting national laws.

3. The New Delhi Declaration on Al Impact was structured around seven Chakras (Pillars), which included
Access for Social Empowerment, Al for Science, and Secure and Trusted AL

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(@1,2and3

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only
Test Question Analysis
Name
NISCHAY | Q 62. Consider the following | Similarity is low to moderate. The UPSC question directly draws
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35

statements with respect to the

New Delhi Declaration on Al

Impact 2026:

It is a legally binding treaty
that mandates strict regulatory
red-lines for high-risk Al

applications.
The declaration introduces the
concept of ‘Democratic

Diffusion’, shifting focus from
theoretical safety to tangible
real-world impact.

It was endorsed by 92
signatories, including major
global powers such as the US,
UK, China, and the European
Union.

Which of the statements given
above are correct?

Iand II only

II and III only

I and III only

I, I and III

from the same conceptual framework tested in NISCHAY 35 —
especially the New Delhi Declaration on Al Impact, Democratic
Diffusion of Al, and the broader philosophy of the Al Impact
Summit 2026. The test already familiarized students with the
declaration’s non-binding developmental orientation, its focus on
democratic diffusion, and the transition from Al regulation to Al-
enabled societal impact. UPSC expanded the same ecosystem into
statement-based details involving the Summit’s “Sutras,”
“Chakras,” and institutional language. The overlap in
terminology, theme, and factual structure is almost direct.

Source Used

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/ daily-editorials/india-ai-impact-

Similarity is high. The editorial explains the

summit-2026-shift-from-ai-regulation-to-development

philosophical shift from Al regulation toward

Key Pillors & Themes
* The Three Sutras (Foundotional Pllars):
uman -centric Al thot sofeguards rights and ensures equl

Health. Agriculture, Safe & Trusted Al Science. Indusicn for Sodcl Empowerment. Demccrataing Al Resources. ond
Humon Copitol.

The Seven Chakras of the India- |'4.j§v
Al Impact Summit 2026

nneration
[P o cicioncy

e o ersongovin/

developmental and inclusive Al governance,
which is precisely the conceptual core of the
UPSC question. It discusses democratization of
Al resources, resilient Al ecosystems, and the
broader policy framework underlying the
New Delhi Declaration, strongly overlapping
with Statements 2 and 3.

Q94. Consider the following statements about platforms for multilateral co-operation :

1.

2.

The ‘Colombo Process’ is a regional consultative process in which member states take binding decisions
by consensus.
The “Abu Dhabi Dialogue’ is a voluntary non-binding consultative process among Asian countries of
labour origin and destination to facilitate regional cooperation on contractual labour mobility.

The ‘Global Forum for Migration and Development’, created upon the proposal of a former UN
Secretary General, is a voluntary forum whose decisions are non-binding in nature.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(@1,2and 3

(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 2 only

©APTIPLUSACADEMYFORCIVILSERVICESPVT.LTD.

Page-18



https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/india-ai-impact-summit-2026-shift-from-ai-regulation-to-development
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/india-ai-impact-summit-2026-shift-from-ai-regulation-to-development

APTI PLUS

Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd.
CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

UPSC CSE PRELIMS 2026 REFLECTIONS

Test Question Analysis
Name
FLT Q70. Consider the following statements about the | Similarity is low. The FLT question directly
32 Colombo Process: It is a regional consultative | covered the Colombo Process, its nature as a
process for managing overseas employment and | regional consultative mechanism on labour
contractual labour for Asian countries of origin. | migration, and the institutional role of IOM. UPSC
India has been chairing the Colombo Process for | expanded the same conceptual framework by
the first time since its inception in 2003. The | comparing the Colombo Process with the Abu
International Organization for Migration (IOM) | Dhabi Dialogue and the Global Forum for
serves as its coordinating Secretariat and provides | Migration and Development. The core idea of
technical support. voluntary,  consultative, and  non-binding
migration governance mechanisms was already
embedded in the FLT coverage.
TASGYAN BASED:

6. Which of the following factors contributed to the formation of the Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose

in1939?

1. Bose failed to win the confidence of Mahatma Gandhi.

2. The Congress Left was disunited and failed to support Bose.

3. The Communists did not support Bose in his endeavours.

4. The supporters of M.N. Roy and socialist leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan preferred Congress unity to

supporting Bose.

Select the answer using the code given below :

Source Content Analysis
“Formation the | The UPSC question tested the political
Forward Bloc: ~ After | reasons behind the formation of the
https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/tag/forward- | differences with  the | Forward Bloc in 1939. Similarity is low to
bloc Congress high | moderate (40-50%) because the content

Early career:

Bose completed his earty @

Role in the Indion National Congress (INC):

Congress leadership: Bose rose ropidly within the Congres=s ranks and wos elected President of
the Indion National Congress ot the Harlpura Sessian (1828) ard agoin ot the Tripurl Session
(1939), During his tenura, he strongly advocoted for complete Independence (Swaraf) and
opposed Britsh plons such s the proposed Indion Federation.

Farmation of the Forward Bloc: After differences with the Congress high command, Bose stepped
doam from the presidency in 1939 and founded the Forward Bloc. The aim wos to consoldate left-
wing and radical nationolist grougs within the Congress framevwrk

Indian National Army INA) and the Azod Hind Government

Revival of the INA: The Indian National Army (INA) was initially farmed from indian prisoners of

wor coptured 943, ond energizing It into o

g cry *Dalhi Chalo™ (Morch to
reaching oreas near Imphal and
194445,

Delhi). INA forees adv
Kohima before beng forced to retreat d
Azod Hind Government: Wit

of Azad Hind in exils, Th

the Provisional

command, Bose stepped

down

presidency in 1939 and
Forward

founded
Bloc.”

covered Bose’s resignation and formation
the | of the Forward Bloc, but did not
specifically discuss the role of Congress
Left, Communists, or supporters of M.N.
Roy and Jayaprakash Narayan.

Q22.With reference to Madhav National Park, which of the following statements is/are correct?

1. It was declared a Tiger Reserve in India in 2025.

2. Sakhya Sagar, which is designated as a Ramsar Site, is situated within this National Park.
3. Its area is shared between Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.

Select the answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Test Name

Content

Analysis

Daily Current Affairs — “India’s 58thTiger
Reserve: Madhav Tiger Reserve”

Tiger

Content covered the
declaration of Madhav
Reserve as | Park

The UPSC question tested factual
knowledge about Madhav National
and Tiger Reserve status.
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INDIA'S 58TH TIGER RESERVE: MADHAV TIGER
RESERVE (MADHYA PRADESH)

Description
Ovsctsover: Coprysght infringe ment not intended.

Context :

« Recently , frime Minister Nareecra Modl gromed the ncimion of Modhay Tige: Ressrve s b S8th Tiger Beswrve
ninda

Miriter mode tes on Moech B, 2025

JOURNEY OF TIGER CONSERVATION IN INDIA
LANOMARK YEARS - , i @
on he exprt <

wsen y
OVICA) ané the Wikdite
Crome Conmre) Sarea

¢

§
2010 | Gt Tger STATEWISE UST OF TIGER RESERVES
Peserve Dy ceebrated o) s

e
] Vowmns
0 bobtrr irAerastivny et -

India’s
Reserve
related
details.

58th  Tiger | Similarity is
in 2025 and
conservation
aspects
addressed.

low
Statement 1 was directly covered, but

(30%) because

Ramsar Site linkage and state-sharing
were not comprehensively

Q29.Which of the following statements with reference to Lake Turkana is/are correct?
1. Itis the largest desert lake in the world.
2. The lake is situated in South Sudan along the eastern fringe of the Sahara desert.
3. The lake is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is also referred to as the 'Jade Sea'.
Select the answer using the code given below:

a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only

(
(
(c) 2 and 3 only
(

d)1,2and 3
Source Content Analysis
Daily Current Affairs - UNESCO List of World Heritage Sites in | Content covered Lake | Similarity is
Danger Turkana National | moderate to high
Parks as a UNESCO | (50-60%) because
26 |Historic Centre of Vienna  [Vienna, Austria :::)ii(iv), 2001 |2017- iNew high-rise projects World Heritage Site in the UPSC question
Cutturak Danger and mentioned | directly used the
27 |Historic Town of Zabid  |Al Hudoydoh, Yemen [, (v), |1993 [a000- [ cterioration of histeric .
) ouildings threats linked to | UNESCO status of
— L.,
ands and proteted SR el s Ethiopia’s dam | Lake Turkana.
2 [ tae 1 Jsnoloa and Noyart: ::;a'“"' SR L R g projects.
IMexico
oo > [South Kivu and i
%0 :::m-Bngu National P o) N:;tuml: 1080 |1907- va:i'orstotmn‘hunﬁng.ond
Repubiic of the Congo
Impact of Ethiopia's Gilgel
20 ';:Z“‘m"’w IKanya ::)“':: 1997 [2018-  [Gibe I Dam on the foke's
f flow and ecosystem
31 m:::j::’:‘m Marib, Yemen ‘C';":"::'L 2023 [2023-  [vemeni Civil War
22 Mu{fwo-GoundaS(Flofh z;n‘;zlg:'-:;r:'gumn r.%oturnl 1088 |1997- "Iegulgmzm‘g‘puocmng.
National Park ix), x) lond security issues
IRepublic
Minaret and (Culturol: Kof legal
33 ;:houobgicol Remains of [Ghar, Afghaniston ::i:],(iil), (2002|2002~ ::Zrcon:gk‘:;’:::ah;:;
5ot . (Cultural ;
£ " lserbia . gy, [2004 |2006- ircys Fomom poticol
Daily Current Affairs - Nakura Dam / Kenya Geography Content covered | Similarity is
Kenya's geography | moderate to high
and specifically | (50-60%)  because
mentioned Lake | mentions Lake
Turkana as the world’s | Turkana as the
largest permanent | world’s largest
desert lake. permanent  desert
lake.
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qum_ WIS FESUINING 10 LS EDIMIPSE SNt e ensuing Nona aownEream ]

About Kenyg

= Kenya Is bordered by five countries:
o Somalia to the narthenst
@ Ethiopio to the north
o South Sudan to the northwest
o Uganda to the west
@ Tonzanio to the south
The Indian Ocean to the provides Kenya witha
» The climate varies widely fram tropical along the const 6 temperate inland and arid in the north and northeast.
Physical Features
& Mount Kenya: Africa's second- highest mourtain, with diverse ecosystems,
o Great Rift Valley: A geological fault line stretching from northern Kenyo to Mazembigue, charocterized by
lnkes, mountoins, ond volconoes.
Kemya is renowned for ts wildlife habitats, including the Masal Mara, where annual migrations of wildebeest
ond zebras occur.
The "Big Five" game animals—lion, leopard, buffale, rhinoceros, and elephant—can be found in Kenya's
national parks and reserves,
* Water bodies:
@ Loke Victorla: The second-forgest freshwater lake in the world {shared with Uganda ond Tanzania).
@ Loke Turkana: The world's lorgest permanent desert loke {shared with Ethiopial.
= Loke Nokuru: A lake fomous for its flaminge population.
Kenya's economy |s the second largest in eastern ond central Africa, after Ethiopia, with Nairobi serving os o
major regional commercial hub.
kemya is a member of varicus international organizations, including the United Mations, Commonwealth, World
Bank, IMF, and World Trade Organization,
= Kemya has a rich mix of ethnicities, with Bantu. Milotic, and Cushitic groups moking up the vast magority.
= Bantu: The largest group, primarily farmers, including Kikuyu, Luhya, Kamba, Kisii, Meru, and Mijikenda,
o Miletie: Tha el-| lists inelicl Itesn Turkons

.

t oroun. historically Lue heasal

Q31. Consider the following statements with reference to India’s response to climate change:
I. India's Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) is a crucial tool for achieving net-zero

emissions by 2070.

II. India's 4th Biennial Update Report (BUR-4) submitted in December, 2024 recorded around 8% decrease in

Greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 over 2019.

II. Climate-resilient development necessarily depends on quick and short-term achievement of emission

reduction targets.

Which of the following relationships among the above statements is/are correct?

1. Statement I is empirically supported by statement II.

2. Statement III contradicts the approach implicit in statement 1.
3. Statement I and statement III together establish the premise of long-term sustainability.

Select the answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2

(c)2and 3

(d) 3 only

Source

Content

Analysis

Daily Current Affairs — India’s 4th Biennial Update Report

(BUR-4)

As port of s global climate commetmeénts. india recently submitted s lotest report detoling s greenhouse gas

Content covered
India’s  greenhouse
gas emissions profile,

Similarity is low to
moderate (40-50%)
because the  UPSC

crision (GH) inentory ond the 6ot  hos tokentocur aissions emission  intensity | question partially drew
The roport highlightod that th stonsity of s domestic product (GDP), w & enorg: .
bt nessmbibrbaspinsinasiili cnpussaR oot e reduction, NDC | upon BUR-4 related
GRS progress, and climate | climate reporting and
What is the Biennial Update Report [BUR)? t t d th .. t d b t
Under the United Nations Fromework Comvention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), developing countries are al'ge S under € | emissions rends, u
required to submit & detailed report on their dimate oction efforts. This repoet, submitted as part of commitments 3
w:kw the Paris Climote Aqvtu:enl. is colled the Bienniol Update aepo:; BUR : UNFCCC the analytlcal
Wht are the BUR-4' highbights and submiscions on emissions imantory? framework. relationship-based
* Reducing greenhouse emissions: India's GDP emissions mnt ty hos decreosed by 36% between 2005 : 3
ond 202:.20 trock to rv?::l the target of 0 45% reduction by ZO;m framlng Was dlfferent'
* Sector emissions: energy (75.66%), ognaulture (13.72%). iIndustriol processes (B.06%) ond woste (2.56%)
* Greenhouse gos decomposition: CO2 (80 53%) thone (13 32%;. and nitrous oxide (5.13%).
« Progress in meeting NDC torgets. The emissi nsity of GDP was reduced by 36% from 2006 to 2020
* Non-fossil fuel capacity reached 46. , while renewoble energy copocity rose to 203.22 GW.
* An odditional 2.29 billon tonnes of TO2 absorbed by afforestation (2005-2021).
 Indin continues to strive to ochieve its climate goals. including the ombitious goal of ochieving net zero
emissions by 2070,
Detected cholienges
« Financiol needs: Batter firancing for mtgation ond adaptation
+ Technology: Advonced tools needad for renewnble energy. carbon copture and efficiency improvements
« Capacity building: Strengthening institutions! frameworks and workforce skits
Daily Current Affairs - India’s Long-Term Low Emission | Content covered | Similarity is moderate
Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) United Nations | (45-55%)because the
Framework long-term low-emission
Convention on | strategy and net-zero
Climate Change | framework were
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Context: India submitted its Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy to the United Nations Framewark Convention an Climate commitments, LT- direct]y discussed,
Change (UNFCCC), during the 27" Canference of Porties (COP27) .

LEDS, climate | though the uPrsC

o justice, and India’s | question required

= The two themes of “climate justice” and “sustoinable lifestyles”, alongside the principles of Equity and Common But Differentioted net-zero by 2070 | lo gical evaluation of

ib ond live Copab {CBDR-RC), in the light of notional that indio hod ized ot .
Poris, are ot the heart of a low-carbon, low-emissions future. strategy. inter-statement
« Similarly, the LT-LEDS has been prepored in the framework of india's right to an equitoble and fair share of the alobal carbon budget, relationships rather

wihich is the practical implementation of India's call for “climate justice.” This is essentiol to ensure that there are no constraints on
realizing Indios vision of rapid growth and economic while the eawi 1
« ThelT-LEDS is olso informed by the vision of LIFE, Lifestyle for the Environment, that calls for o world-wide paradiom shift from

mindless and destructive consumption to mindful ond deliberate utilization

than factual recall.

India’s road to ‘net zero’

AL COP-27, India announced its long-lerm strategy to loa‘low path

to become carbon neutral by 2070

KEY MILESTONES

= The National Hydrogen ® Maximising the use of electric Environment

Mission, launched in
2021, aims to make India

vehicles, increase public transport
= Increased climata finance to ba

Minister
Bhupender

A hydroget (ub provided by developed nations Yadav at

» At least a three-fold < 7 the COP-27
increase in nuclear ;1:;:’;:::::"[ mmwaw“ summitin
a__“pamy_‘____‘by 2052 tures well below 2 degrees Egypton
# Achievingenethanol | Celsius and, ambitiously, Mondey
blending target of L5degrees Celsius by the JELTERS
20% by 2025 cantury-end

Q32. With respect to the Western Hoolock Gibbons, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. A Sanctuary in North-east India is home to this ape species listed as Endangered in the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List.
2. They have specialized brachiation and can easily swing between trees.
3. They possess a strong and heavy build like gorillas, yet are remarkably agile tree climbers.
Select the answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only
(b)1and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only
Source Content Analysis
Daily Current Affairs - Western Hoolock Gibbon Content  covered | Similarity is high (70-80%)
Hollongapar because the UPSC
The species inhabits the tropical and semi-au.egmen forests of Mortheast India, spanning Assom, Arunachal Pradesh, Glbbon Sal’lCtual‘y, queSthl’l direCtly tested
Meghaboyn, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, and Tripuro. . ..
They restrict their Indion geogrophic ronge specifically to arecs south of the Brohmaoputra River and east of the Dibong arboreal llfeStyle/ faCtS exp11C1tly Covered -
Aler brachiation, and | Endangered status,
Beyond Indio, they vccupy forest habitats i d Chi 3
yene el ey ey ot ” " IUCN status of the | sanctuary  presence in
The Hollongopar Gibbon Sanctuary in Assam's Jorhot district serves as a p and d d ghold for the species. .
Physical Ch e Western Hoolock | Northeast India, and
Strictly arboreal (trea-dwelling) primates spend their entire lives in the forest canopy and show extreme reluctance to Gibbon. specialized brachiation.

descend to the ground.

MNavigate the treetops using a lized ]
to branch.

wihere they swing hand-over-hand from branch

Clear sexual dimorphism in coloration: males possess block fur with prominent white brows, whereas females display grey-
browmn fur.

Leod o diurnal lifestyle and form meonogamous fomily groups (usudlly 4-B members), maintoining genetic diversity by
choosing mates strictly outside their own fomily nes.

Diet: Fruits, insects, ond leaves.
Conservation Stotus
IUCN Red List: The Western Hoolock Gibbon ranks as Endangered. while the Eastern Hoolock Gibban ranks as Vulnerable,

‘Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: The indian government grants them the highest level of legal pretection by listing them under
Schedule .

Source: INDIANEXPRESS

However, the gorilla-like
build statement was not
covered and served as the
elimination point.

Q33.Which of the following best explain(s) the rationale for protecting mangrove ecosystems in the context of

climate resilience?

1. Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater, making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in

saline estuarine belts.

2. Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making mangroves key to converting coastal land into

freshwater aquaculture zones.

3. By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass resources, mangroves function both as natural bio-

shields and livelihood bases for rural communities.
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Select the answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only
Source Content Analysis
Daily Current Affairs - Mangrove Ecosystem Features and | Content covered | Similarity is high
Benefits mangroves as | (60-70%) because the
natural barriers | UPSC question
WHAT are some of the special faatures of mangroves? against storm | directly tested the
» Saline environment: A speciolity of mangroves is thot they con survive under extreme hostile environment such surges, coastline | climate resilience and

s high solt and low oxygen conditions. Mangrove trees contoin o complex salt filtration system ond complex
root system that filter out 30% of the salt when come Inte contact with saline and brackish water,
= Low oxygen: In o mangrove environment, the oxygen in soil is fimited or nil. Hence the mangrove root system
obsorbs oxygen from the otmosphere. Mangroves have special reots for this purpose colled breathing roots or
pneumatophores. These roots have numerous pores through which oxygen enters the underground tissues,
Mangroves, like desert plants, store fresh water in thick succulent leaves. A waxy coating on the leaves secls in
water and minimises evaporotion.
* Viviparous - their seeds germinate while still attached to the porent tree, Once germinated, the seedling grows
into o propogule. The moture propogule then drops into the water ond gets tronsported to o different spot,
eventually taking root in a solid ground.

How do mangrove forests help protect against strong cyclones?

= Mangrove forests act as natural barriers against storm surge, coastal flooding and sea level rise. Their
Intricate root system stabilises the coastline, reducing erosion from storm surges. Together with the tree
trunks, they work like speed-breakers to slow down the tides,

* They protect shorelines from damaoging winds and waves.

* Mangroves also help prevent erosion by stabilising sediments with their tangled root systems.

‘What are the other benefits to the environment?

» hangrove thickets maintain water quality by filtering pollutants ond trapping sedis originating from
land.

» They provide habitat for o diverse array of terrestrial organisms. Their branches provide homes for lizards,

snokes and nesting birds. Many species of coostal and offshore fish and sheilfish rely exclusively on mangroves

as their breeding. spawning, and hatching grounds,

Mangroves also hove a big impoct on climate, Mangroves are powerhouses when it comes to carbon storoge.

Mangroves can sequester (lock away) greater amount of carbon than other trees in the peat soil beneath. They

store this carbon for thousands of yeaors.

Many people living in and around mangroves depend on them for their The trees are a source of wood for

construction and fual. The ecosystem provides lecal fishermen with a rich supply of fish, crabs and shellfish. The

ecosystem olso supports tourism,

stabilizers,  carbon
sinks, and livelihood
providers for coastal
communities.

livelihood functions
of mangroves,
especially their role
as bio-shields and
community resource
bases.

Q35. Identify the river of the Indian sub-continent on the basis of the following information:

1. Ithas an antecedent drainage system.
2. It flows through three countries.

3. It originates in the Tibetan Plateau and is an important river for irrigation.

4. It does not form distributaries.
Select the answer from the following;:
(a) Brahmaputra
(b) Indus
(c) Sutlej
(d) Teesta

Source

Content

Analysis

Daily Current Affairs — Sutlej River

Content covered
the Sutlej as an
antecedent river
originating  near
Lake Rakshastal in
Tibet, flowing
through Tibet,

India, and
Pakistan, and
serving as a major
irrigation river

under the Indus
basin system.

Similarity is high
(60-70%) because
the UPSC question
directly relied on
key identifiers
explicitly covered
— antecedent
drainage, Tibetan
origin, multi-
country flow, and
irrigation
significance.
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About

Satluj. is the longest of the five rivers that flow through the historic crossroads region of Punjob in northern India
and Pakistan.

The Sutlej River is also known as Satadree, Sutlej is an antecedent river.

An antecedent streom is a stream that maintains its original course and pattern despite the changes in
underlying rock topography.

It is the easternmost tributary of the Indus River.

The source of the Sutlej is wast of the catchment area of Lake Rakshastal in Tibet,

The nascent river flows at first west-northwest for about 260 kilometres under the Tibetan name Langqgén
Zangbo (Elephant River or Elephant Spring) to the Shipki La pass, entering India in Himachal Pradesh state.

It then has its main knee heading west-southwest for about 360 kilometres (220 mi) to meet the Beas River
necr Harike, Punjab. Ropar Wetland in Punjab state is located on the Sutlej river basin,

Evidence suggests Indus Valley Civilisation also flourished here,

Ungti Chu and Pare Chu rivers which drain southeastern part of jammu and Kashmir state are tributaries of
Sutlej river

The Bhakra Dam is built around the river Sutlej to provide irrigation and other facilities to the states of Punjab,
Rajasthan and Haryana,

The waters of the Sutiej are ollocated to India under the Indus Waters Treaty between Indio and Pakistan, and
are mostly diverted to irrigation canals in India to include Sirhind canal, Bhakra Main Line and Rajasthan canal,
It has several maojor hydroelectric points, including the 1,325 MW Bhakra Dam, the 1,000 MW Karcham
Wangtoo Hydroelectric Plant, and the 1,500 MW Nathpa |hakri Dam.

The drainage basin is mainly in India's Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir and Haryona states.

Q37. Which of the following statements with regard to the arrival of Amur Falcons at Doyang Lake in

Nagaland each year from Mongolia is/are correct?

1. It showcases how sustained local conservation efforts can contribute to the arrival and protection of

international migratory birds.

2. It reflects the global success of advanced tracking technologies that guide migratory birds back to their

stopover sites.

3. It confirms that Amur Falcons have adapted to permanent residency in India due to favourable habitat

changes.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 only
(b)1and 2
(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Test Name

Question

Analysis

Daily Current Affairs - Amur Falcon Migration and Conservation

Distribution and Migration

* Breeding Grounds: They spend the summer (May-August) in Southeastern Siberia and Northern China.

The First Leg: In autumn, they fly south through Northeast India.

The Great Stopover: Milllons congregote at the Doyang Reservoir in Nagaland (and parts of Manipur) to fatten up on
insects.

* The Ocean Crossing: From India, they fly non-stop across the Arabion Sea to the Horn of Africa (Somalia/Kenya), This is
@ 3,000 km+ continuous flight over water.

Wintering Grounds: They spend the winter (November-March) in Southern Africa (South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswano)

* The Return: In spring, they head back to Siberia, taking a more overland route through East Africa and West Asia,

Threats and Conservation Success

Threots: The flocking behavier of the Amur folcon exposed them to mass hunting,

* In 2012, it wos estimoted that 120,000 to 140,000 birds were trapped and killed for food and profit in Pangti village,
Nagalond, within just 10 days.
The Pangti Conservation Model: After a global campaign. local authorities and the Pangti Village Council (Nagaland) banned
hunting.
* Hunters turned into active p s, local ir J, and ecotourism brought a sense of pride to the
community.
. ding ¢ i in ], and Assam have since begun setting aside londs for biodiversity
protection.
Falcon To roise and cel the bird, annual "Falcon Festivals” are held ocross the Northeast,

Content covered the
annual stopover of
Amur Falcons at
Doyang Reservoir in
Nagaland, local
conservation efforts,
anti-hunting

campaigns, and
community
participation in
protecting migratory
birds.

Similarity is high
(60-70%)  because
the UPSC question
directly tested the
conservation-
success narrative
associated with
Amur Falcons in
Nagaland.

Q38. Which among the following is/are the objective(s) of the Rainfed Area Development (RAD) initiative

under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)?
1. Encouraging monoculture in rainfed areas
2. Increasing rice cultivation in irrigated regions

3. Enhancing productivity and minimising climatic risks through Integrated Farming Systems (IFS)

Select the answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
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(c)2and 3
(d) 3 only

Test Name Question Analysis

Daily Current Affairs — Climate Resilient Agriculture / NMSA Content covered the | Similarity is high
, National Mission for | (60-70%)  because
High Vulnerability of Rainfed Agriculture: Rainfed oreas constitute about 51% of India's net sown area, providing Sustainable the UPSC question

approximately 40% of the food production, but are highly vulnerable to mensoon fluctuations (Source: Ministry of Agriculture).

Agriculture and | directly tested the
Projected Decline in Crop Yields: Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) studies project drops in major crop ylelds by . . .
2050 (e.g., roinfed rice down 20%, wheot down 19.3%) due to rising temperatures and oltered roinfoll, threotening food Ralnfed AI‘ea core Ob]eCtlve Of
i Development (RAD) | RAD under NMSA,
Ensuring National Food Security: For a population projected to exceed 1.5 billion by 2030 (Source: UN), maintaining food self- . . 11 I d
sufficiency is a strotegic imperative. CRA is key to ensuring stable production, Component promOtlng eSPECIa y ntegrate
Protecting Farmer Livelihoods: Climate shocks disproportionately impact 86% small ond morginal farmers. CRA con protect Integrated Farmlng Farmlng SyStemS
them from crop failures and reduce input costs, thereby stobilizing their income. Systems (IFS) for | and climate-risk
Achieving Sustainability Goals: CRA aligns with Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement by 1 1 d o . . .
promoting practices that reduce agricultural emissions and build resilience, C lmate resiience an mlnlmlsatlon'
India's Current Initiatives Towards Agricultural Resilience PTOdUCthlty
National in Climate i i (NICRA): Launched by Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) enhal’lcement,

in 2011, to build resilience In ogriculture against climate change through strategic reseorch, technology demonstration,
capacity building, and policy guidelines,

* It identifies vulnerable areas, develops climate-adopted vorieties (like drought-tolerant sorghum), demonstrates location-
specific technologies, and trains farmers and scientists,

National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA): Under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), to
Integrate climote cdaptation into agriculture. Its key companents Include:
* Rainfed Area Development (RAD): Promotes integrated farming systems.,
* On-Farm Water Management (OFWM): Focuses on increasing woter-use efficiency, supporting micro-irrigation under
"Per Drop More Crop”.
* Soil Health Management (SHM): Aims to improve soil quality through soil health cards and organic inputs.

Q39.Which of the following is/are the most significant implication(s) of obtaining Oeko-Tex certification for
Eri Silk in the global textile industry?
1. Itallows Indian exporters to compete in high-end markets that prioritise chemical-free products.
2. It confirms that Eri Silk meets international safety, environmental, and quality standards, enabling its
entry into premium eco-conscious markets.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

~

Source Content Analysis

Daily Current Affairs — Oeko-Tex | Content covered Oeko-Tex | Similarity is high because the UPSC question

Certification standards related to harmful | directly tested the implications of Oeko-Tex
substance testing, | certification for accessing premium eco-
environmental conscious global markets and meeting
responsibility, and global | international safety /environmental
market acceptance for textile | standards, both of which were explicitly
products. covered.

Sragass g tey Tt 12T 092 Srvros I EEAGET
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Q42. Which of the following statements in relation to NIRANTAR (National Institute for Research and
Application of Natural Resources to Transform, Adapt and Build Resilience), a platform of institutions under
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, is/are correct ?
1. Ecosystem Survey and Analysis is a vertical under this platform, the lead institute of which is Botanical
Survey of India, Kolkata.
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2. Research and Management of Ecosystem Service is a vertical under this platform, the lead institute of

which is Central Zoo Authority, New Delhi.

3. Capacity Development Support is a vertical under this platform, the lead institute of which is Indian

Institute of Forest Management, Bhopal.
Select the answer using the code given below :
(@)1,2and 3

(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 3 only
Source Content Analysis
Daily Current Affairs - NIRANTAR Content covered the | Similarity is
NIRANTAR highbecause the UPSC
Objectives . . .
_ , platform, its | question directly tested
« Enhance synergy among the Ministry's expert institutions, breoking down administrative silos to ensure the balanced and
sustainable mancgement of natural resources, Verth&lS, and lead | the matchlng of
» Promotes a "Whole of approach, integi g scientific research directly into policymaking for more effective . . . .
conservotion and development outcomes institutions such as | NIRANTAR  verticals
Key Verticals and Lead Institutions BSI Kolkata, IIFM | with their lead
NIRANTAR operates through four specialized verticals Bhopal, and inStitutiOnS, Wthh was
i i aiad g NCSCM Chennai. substantially covered in
Research and [Achieving ecological smbmt.y un.d sustoinable iAoy o f Eovesiry Hasearch the source ma terial.
of devel through the scientific manogement of
and Education (ICFRE). Dehradun
Ecosystem Services ecosystems.
|Msessmem of S doo ion. and conservation |Botanical Survey of Indla (BSH),
Bioresources of India's rich biodiversity. Kolkate

[Resource Valorization for [Developing strategies for the sustainable utilization of
(Green Economy naturol resources to fuel a green economy.

indian Institute of Forest Management
{lFM), Bhopal

National Centre for Sustainable
[Coastal Management (NCSCM),
Chennai

(Coastal and Marine [Conservation and sustainable management of coastal

jand marine ecosystems to build resilience.

Significance of NIRANTAR Platform

Baloncing Growth & Conservation

Q43. The Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany visited India in January, 2026. Which of the

following is/are not correct in terms of outcomes of this visit?

1. Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the All India Institute of Ayurveda and the

University of Hamburg

2. Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on Youth Hockey Development between Hockey India

and the German Hockey Federation

3. Establishment of a bilateral dialogue mechanism on the Indo-Pacific
4. Opening of an Honorary Consul of Germany in Lucknow

Select the answer using the code given below :

(a)2and 3

(b) 1 and 4

(c)3and 4

(d) 1 only

Source Content Analysis

Daily Current Affairs - Germany Chancellor’s Visit to India Content covered | Similarity is
outcomes such as | moderate  (50-
semiconductor 60%) because the
partnership, Indo- | UPSC  question
Pacific dialogue | directly  tested
mechanism, outcomes of the
renewable energy | visit, especially
cooperation, and | the Indo-Pacific
bilateral strategic | dialogue
initiatives during the | mechanism.
German Chancellor’s
India visit.
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EXPLAINED

Read all about: INDIA GERMANY RELATIONS | INDIA-GERMANY RELATIONS | INDIA-GERMANY RELATIONS

Outcomes of German Chancellor's visit to India
Joint Declaration on:

Strengthening the Biloteral Defence Industrial Cooperation.
Semiconductor Ecosystem Partnership.

Cooperation in the Field of Critical Minerals.

Joint Cooperation in Research and Development on Bioaconomy.
Readmap on Higher Education.

Professionals,

.

Hyderabad.

Announcements

Visa Free transit for Indian passpaort holders for transiting through Germany.
Establishment of Trock 1.5 Foreign Policy and Security Diglogue.
of Bil mechanism on Indo-Pacific.

infrastructure,

India-Germany Strategic Partnership

The Indie-Germany Partnership is anchored by shored d

fc values, o

oo etrnnn el tine crvacinl fne alnbal b

Fromework Conditions of Global Skill Partnerships for Fair, Ethicol ond Sustoinoble Recruitment of Healthcore

Establishment of o Mational Centre of Excellence for Skilling in Renewable Energy at National Skill Training Institute,

Mew funding commitments of EUR 1.24 billion under bilateral Green and Sustainable Development Partnership (GSDP),
supporting priority projects in renewable energies. green hydrogen, PM e-Bus Sewa, ond climote-resilient urban

itment to o rules-based international order,

Q49. Which of the following statements with regard to India's indigenous new high resolution weather

model, the 'Bharat Forecast System,' is/are correct ?

1. Its objective is to generate forecasts at the Panchayats cluster level.

2. It was developed by IIT Delhi.
Select the answer using the code given below :
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

~

Source

Content

Analysis

Daily Current Affairs — Bharat Forecast System

Context

India has made o significont advancement in weather research with the debut of the Bhorat Forecosting System (BFS] on May
26, 2025. Deslgnied by ITM Pune and powersd by the sophisticoted supercomputer Arkn, BFS provides the workd's most exact
wagthar foracests with 0 § km resolution. making it  gome changer,

What is Bharat Forecasting System?

The Bharat Forecast System is o revolutionary weathor prediction model. It forecasts future weather conditions. It was
developed by Indian scientists. Parthasarathy Mukhopadhayay was one of the pamary scientists involved in this project.

Nome [Bharat Forecast System (BFS)

Launched by [Union Earth Sciences Ministry, Governmant of India

Powered by [Arka Supercomputer ot TM, Pune

ISupercomputer Capocity  |11.77 Petaflops (Speed), 33 Petatiytes (Storoge)

Roplaces. “[otder system based on Pratysh Supercomputer

Forecast Resalution 6 km x 6 krm (Earker it wos 12 km x 12 km)

Main Purpase [To give better and faster weather predictions

Technology Used Numericol Weather Prediction (NWP), Artificial Intelligence (Al), Machine Learning (ML)

[Rador Integration 140 Deppler Weother Rodors {Plan to increase to 100)

INowcost Feoture |Gives very short-term 2-hour weother forecast

[Coveroge Area [Tropical regions (30°S to 307N, including all of India

;me Access [Oota available to researchers globally for free

Partner Organizotions ISRO {INSAT, IRS), UK Met Office, other intemational bodies

Helps In [Disaster warnings, agriculture planning, woter management, public safety

Content  covered the
Bharat Forecast System
developed by IITM Pune,
its 6 km resolution
forecasting capability, Al
integration, and localized
weather prediction
objectives.

Similarity is high because
the UPSC question directly
tested core factual aspects

of the Bharat Forecast
System,  especially its
localized forecasting

objective and institutional
origin.

Q54. Which one of the following best describes the key objective of India's 'Open Network for Digital

Commerce' (ONDC) initiative ?

(a) To allow government control over all digital commerce transactions

(b) To replace private e-commerce players

(c) To break the dominance of large e-commerce platforms by enabling interoperability across networks
(d) To mandate UPI-based payments for all online transactions

Source

Content

Analysis

Current Affairs Module on ONDC

“ONDC is

often

Similarity is high because the UPSC
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A\ 4

Dischnimr: Copyright Anfringement ot intendec?

s (ONCC) will

rotoibers survive the erralaught of kuge tech. bosed GoummarLe COMponica

referred to as the UPI
of e-commerce and
aims to democratize
digital commerce by

question directly tested the core
conceptual  objective of Open
Network for Digital Commerce —
reducing dominance of large e-

moving  from  a | commerce platforms through

o o % i i platform-centric interoperability and open-network
ion ol \nernol Triade [DPIT) Indiate . .

p——— model to an open | architecture. The framing,

x 2021 with uglity Council of india and Protean edav Technolosies Limitad fermert . . e er

DL -Gorore s v interoperable terminology (“interoperability”,

e o network.” “platform-centric =~ model”), and

demacratiing (he #-Commerce 30acH in india
~ antainly conbllett by irultintional
=-commerce playves Amsizon and Fiphatt

UL i Ity owrly stages, the project

*« Often seberred foas the U of e-commence. ONDC I o freely accessible govermment-backed plotform thot ams & cemactotze e
ve By mang It

recactts on op f0r buying ard seling goads and serviess

'WHAT IS ONDC?

objective closely mirror the source
material.

Q59. Which one of the following best describes the 'Crowding Out Effect' in the context of fiscal policy?
(a) A situation where private investment increases due to increased Government spending

(b) A situation where Government borrowing leads to higher interest rates, which reduces private investment
(c) A situation where an increase in taxes leads to increased private sector investment

(d) A situation where Government spending has no impact on aggregate demand

Source

Content Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/fiscal-deficit-15

y.Spirak

from RBI, the supply of money in the economy, which increasas the general price level, A
pralonged increase in the general price level results in an inflotionary spiral, i.e. borrowing from RBI > Increase in money supply > increose
in prices > Inflationary Spiral

National Debt: Fiscal Deficit gives birth to the national debt. It hampers GDP growth. as o large portion of the national income is spent on

repaying past debts.

Vicious Circle of High Fiscal Deficit and Low GDP Growth; When thera is a high fiscal deficit constantly, it gives rise to o situation in which
GDP growth remains low due to high fiscal deficit ond the fiscal deficit remains high due to low GDP growth.

Debt trap: Borrowing leads to two main problems, with respect to the repayment of loan and payment of interest, because the payment of

interest again increases the revenue deficit. And more borrowing will be required to finance interest payments which results In o debt trap,

Crowding Out: Crowding Out Effect is an outcome of Fiscol Deficit. It refers to o when high
high fiscal deficit, decreases the availability of funds for private investors. This reduces overall investment in the economy.

g5 because of

Erosion of Government Credibility: High fiscal deficit destroys the credibility of the government in both domestic and internationol markets.
This lowers down the govemment's credit rating, and the foreign Investors will begin withdrawing money that they have invested in the

domestic economy. As a result of which GDP is reduced.

Crowding  Out: Crowding
Out Effect is an outcome of

Similarity is
high because

Fiscal Deficit. It refers to a | the UPSC
condition when high | question
government borrowings | directly
because of high fiscal deficit, | tested the

decreases the availability of
funds for private investors.
This reduces overall
investment in the economy.

core concept.

Q62. Which of the following statements about Crowdfunding is/are correct ?
1. Crowdfunding is solicitation of funds from small amount from multiple investors through a web-based

platform or networking site for a specific project.

2. Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are able to raise funds at lower cost of capital without

undergoing rigorous procedures.
Select the answer using the code given below :
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Source Content Analysis
Economy /Fintech Current Affairs Module Crowdfunding Similarity is moderate to
as an alternative | high (60%). The UPSC

v their investment . . . .

g financing question directly tests the

Profit-Sharing Financing: Allows investars to share in the profits generated by a business in exchange for providing R PR
capital. The investors receive a portion of the company's profits based on the terms of the agreement. meChanlsm fOI‘ Standard deflnltlon and
Asset-Based Financing: Using assets, such as inventory, accounts receivable, or equipment, as collateral to secure a SMES and utlhty Of Crowdfunding pu—

loan. Lenders provide funds based on the volue of the assets, and the borrawer must repay the loan according to ..

the dgreed terms; startups raising small amounts from

Crowdfunding: Reising smoll amounts of money from a large number of people, typically through online platforms
It ollows businesses to access copital from o wide range of investors or supporters who contribute funds in
exchange for rewards, equity, or other incentives.

Convertible Note Financing: A type of debt that can be converted into equity in the future, usually ot the discretion
of the investor. It allows startups to raise capital quickly while deferring the valuation of the company until a later
date.

Mezzanine Financing: A hybrid form of financing thot combines debt and equity elements. It typically involves
subordinated debt or preferred equity ond is used to bridge the gap between senior debt and equity financing
Invoice Financing: Using unpoid invoices as colloteral to secure o loan. Lenders provide funds based on the value of
outstanding invoices, and the borrower repays the loan when the invoices ore paid.

Trade Credit: Purchosing goods or services on credit terms from suppliers or vendors. It allows businesses to ocquire
inventory ar raw materials without immediate payment and is often used as a short-term financing solution,
Vendor Financing: Obtaining financing directly from a supplier or vendor. The supplier extends credit terms to the
buyer, allowing them to purchase goods or services on credit and pay ot a later date,

Peer-to-Peer Lending: Borrowing money directly from individuols or investors through online platforms. It bypasses

multiple investors through
web-based platforms and
enabling SMEs/startups to

access finance with
relatively lower procedural
barriers. The source
material already covered
crowdfunding’s

mechanism, online-

platform nature, and ease of
capital access, making the

conceptual overlap
substantial ~ though the
wording  itself is not
identical.

Q69. Which of the following statements with regard to Black Boxes used in modern aircrafts is/are correct ?
1. They carry a beacon emitting red light pulses to facilitate underwater detection.

2. They record both the cockpit voice and flight data.

3. Their memory units are made using either stainless steel or titanium.

Select the answer using the code given below :

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3

https:/ /www.iasgvan.in/ daily-current-affairs /black-box

Source Used

Analysis

https:/ /www .iasgyan.in/ daily-current-affairs/black-box
Context:

Role of the black box in uncovering the cause behind the tragic Air India Al171 plane crash in Ahmedabad,

What is a "Black Box"?

Controry to its name, the "black box" is not black but is pai
destruction.

d a bright, fi

orange to aid in its recovery from

The term is a colloguialism for two separate, highly durable recording devices mandoted on commercial aircraft by
international regulations. These are:

« Flight Data Recorder (FDR) => This device records a vost array of flight parometers. Modern FDRs can copture
thousands of data points, including airspeed, oltitude, heading, engine performance, and the position of flight controls like
flaps and rudders. This dota allows investigators to create a detailed, second-by-second reconstruction of the aircroft's
flight path and operational status.

Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR): The CVR records the oudio environment of the cockpit. This includes conversations
between the piiots, radio communications with air traffic control, and ambient sounds like engine noise, alarms, or any
unusual noises that can provide vital clues about the conditions on the flight deck.

Built to Survi
These recorders are housed in a Crash Survivable Memory Unit (CSMU), made of stainless steel or titanium, and are
engineered to withstand extreme conditions, including immense impact forces (up to 3,400 times the force of gravity), high
temperatures (over 1,000°C), and deep-sea pressure.

They are located in the tail section of the aircraft, which often has a higher chance of surviving a crash.

For accidents over water, they are equipped with an Underwater Locator Beacon (ULB) or "pinger” that emits a signal for at
least 30 days.

Source:

HINDUSTAN TIMES

Similarity ~is  high.The uploaded
material directly covers almost every
element asked in UPSC Q69. It
explicitly explains that a “black box”
consists of both the Flight Data
Recorder (FDR) and Cockpit Voice
Recorder (CVR), directly supporting
Statement 2. It also clearly states that
the Crash Survivable Memory Unit
(CSMU) is made of stainless steel or
titanium, directly matching Statement 3.
Additionally, the notes mention an
Underwater Locator Beacon (ULB) or
“pinger” that emits signals underwater,
which helps eliminate Statement 1
because the beacon emits acoustic
signals, not red light pulses. Thus, the
conceptual and factual overlap with the
UPSC question is almost direct.
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Q71. Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India’s space

programme :

1. The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) is an autonomous agency

formed to facilitate participation of private entities.

2. Agnikul Cosmos launched the world’s first flight using 3D-printed rocket engine.

3. Skyroot Aerospace has developed liquid fuel for GSLV.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3

Source Used

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgvan.in/ daily-current-affairs/ private-plavers-
in-indian-space-sector

« Agnikul Cosmos blished 2017): Developing a small satellite launch vehicle tailored for the needs of small
satellite operators.

* Manastu Space (Established 2017): Speciolizes in green technology for space, offering alternative fuel for
boosters. refueling stations in space, and deorbiting solutions for expired satellites.

« Skyroot Aerospace (Established 2018): Developing their own satellite launch vehicles and associoted
technologies.

« Satellize (Established 2018): Engaged in satellite communication and related services.

* Pixxel (Established 2019): Focused on building a constellotion of Earth observation sotellites for various
applications:

Indian regulatory fre i for private space ¢

IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and Autharization Center):

« Created as a single-window, independent nodal agency announced on May 16, 2020, under the 'Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan' stimulus package.

« IN-SPACe authorizes, promotes, and supervises space activities of private non-gevernmental entities (NGEs) in
India.
Functions:

« o Authorizing ond supervising NGEs' activities such os building lounch vehicles; sotellites, and sharing

infrastructure under ISRO/DoS control
o Evaluating and issuing authorizations for space activities including lounches and test firings.

Similarity is high. The uploaded notes
explicitly list Agnikul Cosmos and Skyroot
Aerospace under India’s private space
startups and separately explain the
functions of IN-SPACe. The material
directly builds the conceptual framework
needed to solve the UPSC question.
Statement 1 can be identified as correct
directly from the notes, Statement 2 aligns
with known current affairs repeatedly
discussed in such modules, while Statement
3 can be rejected because the notes only
associate Skyroot with launch vehicles and
associated technologies, not GSLV liquid
propulsion systems.

Q72. Which of the following statements with regard to drone swarms is/are correct ?
1. They use Terahertz band of frequency to communicate with the command centre.
2. Individual drones in the swarm can communicate with other drones in the swarm.
3. GPS Spoofing is a commonly used technique to counter drone swarm attack.

Select the answer using the code given below :

(@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3
Source Analysis
The overlap with the UPSC question is substantial. The
https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current- material  directly covers swarm = communication,

affairs/swarm-drones decentralized
operational characteristics of drone swarms. While GPS
spoofing is not explicitly stated in the notes, the
technological framework provided makes the UPSC
question highly approachable for a prepared student.

control, collaborative functioning, and

©APTIPLUSACADEMYFORCIVILSERVICESPVT.LTD.

Page-30



https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/private-players-in-indian-space-sector
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/private-players-in-indian-space-sector
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/swarm-drones
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/swarm-drones

APTI PLUS

Academy for Civil Services Pvt. Ltd.
CREATING CIVIL SERVANTS FOR THE NATION

UPSC CSE PRELIMS 2026 REFLECTIONS

—— J—
Technology behind Swarm Drones:
Swarm Control and Communication:
« Swarm Algorithms: These are cssential for cantrolling the behavior of individuo! dranes within the swarm and
enguring cocedination
« Communication Protocols: Efficient communication is crucial. Drones can communicate directly ce thicugh o
centrel system like a ground station or o leader drane
« Decentralized Controt Swarm drones aften use decentralized docisan: making processes to enhance
adaptobility ond resdience

Sensing and Perception:

« Sensors ipped with various sensors (eg. comeras, LIDAR. GPS) fer navigation. obstacle
detection, an
+ Computer Visio

and msson exec

" navigation

* Machine Leaming and Al Algorithms enable drones ta learn, odapt, and make gutonomous decisions based on

incomming data.
Swarm Formation and Coordinatior:
« Formotion Flylng: Algorithms enoble drones to maintain specific formations for d ferent purposes, e
maxmizing cavercge o minimizing vunerability.
« Collaborative Tesks: Dronss can collabarate 1o parform tasks colisctivaly, such o5 Mapping an area, delivering

poyloads, or con surveilonce

Ay
Militory and Defense:
« Surveillance and Reconnaissance: Sworm drones can cover vost oreos. gother inteligence, and monitor enemy
movements.
* Target Identification and Attock: They can identify ond engage targets collectively. enhancing predsion and
efficiency.
« Electronic Warfore: Sworm drones con disrupt enenty communicotion systems or provide electronic support

Q73. Which of the following statements with regard to Genomelndia Project is/are correct ?

1. Itis a part of the Human Genome Project.

2. The project is funded by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India.
3. Its primary aim is to build a catalogue of genetic diversity of the Indian population.

Select the answer using the code given below :

(@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
()1 and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3
Source Analysis
Similarity is extremely high. The
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/genome-india-project source directly states that the

Genome India Project
About

« Taking inspiration from the Human Genome Project, the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) initiated the
ambitious “Genome India Project” (GIF) on 3rd January 2020. It is a Central Sector Project.

Aim

* The GIP aims to collect 10,000 genetic samples from citizens across India, to build a reference genome. The
genome contains all the genetic matter in an organism, i.e., the complete set of DNAs.

Gool

* The goal of the research is to develop predictive diagnostic indicators for several high-priority diseases and
other uncommon and genetic disorders,

* In phase 2, the project would collect genetic samples from patients with three broad categories - cardiovascular
diseases, mental illness, and cancer.

« Through whole-genome sequencing, the plan is to build an exh ive catalogue of ic variati

g for the
Indian population.

Targeted areas
* Some of the priority areas are Precision health, Rare genetic disorders, Mutation spectrum of genetic and
complex diseases in the Indion population, Genetic Epidemiology. of Multifactorial Lifestyle Diseases, and
Translational Research.

Genome India Project was initiated
and funded by the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT), Government of
India, directly supporting Statement
2. It also explicitly mentions that the
project aims to build an exhaustive
catalogue of genetic
variations/genetic diversity of the
Indian population, directly matching
Statement 3. At the same time, the
notes clarify that the project only
takes inspiration from the Human
Genome Project and is not a part of it,
helping eliminate Statement 1. Thus,
the overlap with the UPSC question is
almost direct and conceptual
preparation from the notes would
make the question straightforward.

Q81. Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct ?
1. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, an Act passed by the Parliament of India in 2018, mandates
reservation in education and employment, places a legal duty on Governments to ensure accessibility

and non-discrimination.

2. The Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan focuses on achieving universal accessibility for Persons with Disabilities
across three key domains — built infrastructure, transport systems and information and communication

technology.
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3. The National Divyangjan Finance and Development Corporation (NDFDC) is a public sector
organisation set up by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs as a not-for-profit company to promote

entrepreneurship among Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).

Select the answer using the code given below :

(@)1and 2

(b) 2 only

(¢)land 3

(d) 1 only

Source Content Analysis

Content covering | Similarity is high. The

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs /status-of-persons- | Sugamya Bharat | uploaded material

with-disabilities-pwds Abhiyan, Rights | directly covers almost
of Persons with | every factual

The major schemes for the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities are:

1. Scheme of Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase/Fitting of Aids/Appliances (ADIP) - oims ot physical
rehabilitotion of persons with disabilities through the provision of assistive oids and oppliances
Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)- an umbrella scheme that addresses all aspects of

N

rehabilitation and includes projects covering various services ranging from programs for preschool and early
intervention to rehabilitation of leprosy-cured persons.

3. Scheme for Implementation of Persons with Disabilities Act- under the scheme funds ore provided for projects
to make public buildings barrier-free, support to the institutions at the regional and district level providing
services to persons with disabilities, and the creation of owareness on related issues

4. Scheme of Incentives to Employers in the Private Sector for Providing Employment to Persons with Disabilities.

5 A india C (s Bharot Abhiyan): The Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social justice & Emp: ment hos d the "Ac India
Campaign (Sugomya Bharat Abhiyan)” as o nati vide flagship ¢ ign for i i I ac
that will enable persons with disobilities to gain occess for equal opportunity and live independently and
participate fully in oll aspects of life In on inclusive saciety. The paign targets ot enhancing the acc bility
of built environment, transport system and Information & communicotion eco-system.

6 G i i Centre for Persons with Disabilities: The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has
set up Composite Regional Centre for Persons with Disabilities in various states to provide both preventive and
p ional aspects of rehabili 1 like jon, health, employ . end i training, and

p d P ilitation for persons with disabilities, etc.
dayal abled abliitatio RS): The objectives of the scheme are: To create an encbling

environment to ensure equul opponumbes. equlty social justice, and empowerment of persons with disabilities

and; Ta encouroge voluntary action for ing effective imp of the People with Disabilities (Equal

Opportunities and Protection of Rights) Act of 1995
8. National Handicopped Finance and Development Corporation (NHFDC) Is an Apex corporation under the
oegis of the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment and is working since 1997, It is registered as a company not for profit and provides financial
assistance to the Divyangjan/Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan/PwDs) for their economic rehabilitation
and provides a number of skill prog 1o emp them to grow & sustain their enterprises.
The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities has merged the following six scholarship

schemes into an umbrella scholarship scheme titled "Scholarships for Students with Disabilities"e.f. 15" April

an1a.

@

National
Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunity, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act in 1995
+ ndia enacted the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunity, Protection of Rights and Full Participation)
Act in 1995 to provide recognition to the rights and special needs of disabled people in the country.
ions for persons wi isabiliti

* |t also provided for reservations for persons with disabilities in government jobs and higher educational
Institutions.

* While the 1995 legisiation had reserved 3% of government jobs, the new legislation reserves 4%. Under the
new legislation, all institutions of higher educotion run or funded by the government must reserve 5% of their
spaces for enralment for people with disabilities

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016
= The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 reploced the earier legislation and increased the number of
recognised disabilities from seven to 21,

Mental Health Care Act, 2017

* The rights of persons with psychosocial disabilities are protected under the Mental Health Care Act, 2017.

Disabilities Act,
NHFDC/NDFD
C and disability
welfare schemes

component asked in
UPSC Q81. It explicitly
explains ~ that  the

Accessible India
Campaign  (Sugamya
Bharat Abhiyan)
focuses on accessibility
in the built
environment, transport
systems, and
information &
communication

ecosystem, directly

matching Statement 2.
The notes also discuss
the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act,
2016 (not 2018),
reservations in
education/employment
, and accessibility
obligations, which
helps eliminate
Statement 1 because of
the incorrect year.
Further, the material
clearly states that the
National Handicapped
Finance and
Development

Corporation/National
Divyangjan Finance
and Development
Corporation functions
under the Department
of Empowerment of
Persons with
Disabilities under the
Ministry  of  Social
Justice &
Empowerment, not the
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs, helping
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eliminate Statement 3.
Thus, the factual
overlap with the UPSC
question is very direct.

This question tests parliamentary procedures regarding which questions require oral vs. written answers and
whether supplementary questions can follow. This was directly tested in NISCHAY 10 (Q53)

Q85. Consider the following statements about Mission Sudarshan Chakra of India :
1. Itaims to enhance India’s air defence, ballistic missile defence and aerial offensive capabilities.
2. This Mission is being designed to enhance rapid, precise, and powerful defence response, reinforcing

India’s strategic autonomy.

3. One of the aims of this Mission is to cover all public places of India by an expanded nationwide security

shield by 2035.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?
(@1,2and 3
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 only

Source

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/ daily-current-affairs/ mission-
sudarshan-chakra-strengthening-air-defence

Context

The Defence Minister announced the formation of a high-level committss at the 16th Combined Commanders’ Confeéranee in
Kolkata to develop o roodmop for Mission Sudorshon Chakra, on indigenous national defence shisid announced by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on Independence Day,

Key O of the Combined Ci ders’ Conf 2025

Committee Formotion: A dedicated panel will prepare o reafistic action plon® for Mission Sudarshan Chakra, with o medium-
verm [B-yeas] and long-term (10-year) rallowt to achieve full cperationat copakility by 2035

Theme ond Foeus “Year of Reforms - Transforming for the Future® emphasired [oininess among the three servces,
[ i, and prep Tor tybrid warfore: including cyber, spece, and bistogical threats.

Whatis Mission Sudarshan Chakra?

Launched by PM on August 15, 2025, the mission envisons o mult-|oyered, ndigenous ar defence network inspired by Lord
Krishna's mythalogical Sudorshan Chakre,

IE gims 1o ereate o comprehensive shickd for strategic [milory boses) and civilion fespiiets. railwoys, religious sited) ossets
againet oerial threats ke missies, drones, and oircroft.

Timeline: Targets full deurlopment ond infogratian by 2035, with phased induction of technalagios avar the next decoda.

Key Components
Detection and Neutralisotion: Aobust infrestructure using AL big dato, and lorge Ionguage madels for eorly woarning: saft-klll
{jmreminegd and hard-kill [rmisses, directed energy weapsns} options.

Offensive Integrotion: Capobiiities for overwhelming counter-strikes, including r-service missde forces and precision-guided
munitions,

jicald Pillars: Cyber , space-based ossets, anti-dione systems long-range}, offensve drenes,
and indigeneus fighter jet engines.

Focus: Entiraly wia DADG ond private sector, buildng on successes lika Akashtaer (ai
defance control system) and IACCS {integrated Alf Command and Contral System),

Enhancing Deterrence: Positions Indio o o proacthve power, deterving oeral oggression from nesghbors ke Pokiston and
Ching by ensuring technelegical superiority and rogid response.

Similarity is high. The uploaded material almost
directly mirrors the UPSC question. It explicitly
states that Mission Sudarshan Chakra aims to build
a multi-layered indigenous air defence network
with offensive integration, counter-strike
capabilities, anti-drone systems, and missile defence
infrastructure, directly supporting Statements 1 and
2. The notes also repeatedly emphasize rapid
response,  strategic  deterrence, indigenous
capability, and strategic autonomy. Additionally,
the source mentions protection of strategic and
civilian assets such as hospitals, railways, and
religious sites with phased nationwide integration
by 2035, which closely resembles Statement 3. The
UPSC question is essentially a condensed
statement-based extraction from the same factual
framework covered in the source.

Q91. Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN

member countries ?
1. Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project
2. IMT Trilateral Highway
3. Agartala-Akhaura Rail Line
Select the answer using the code given below :
(@)land 2
(b)2and 3
(¢)land 3
(d) 2 only

Test Name Question

Analysis

PRELIMS | Q72.  Which of the | The PRELIMS MIRROR question directly tested the exact route
MIRROR 3 | following correctly | sequencing of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project —
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represents the route of the
Kaladan Multimodal
Transit Transport Project?

Kolkata — Sittwe — Paletwa — Lawngtlai — which is one of the
most important connectivity projects linking India and Myanmar.
The UPSC question similarly focused on regional connectivity
initiatives involving neighbouring countries and strategic transport
corridors. The conceptual overlap in infrastructure diplomacy,
multimodal transit connectivity, and India’s Act East policy
framework is almost direct.

Source Used

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgvan.in/daily-current-
affairs/agartala-akhaura-rail-line-project

The source discusses cross-border connectivity infrastructure
between India and Bangladesh, emphasizing regional integration,
trade facilitation, and strategic connectivity in South Asia. This
strongly overlaps with the UPSC theme of India-supported regional
transport and connectivity projects.

https:/ /www.iasgvan.in/daily-current-
affairs/india-myanmar-thailand-
trilateral-higchway

The source directly explains India’s major regional connectivity
initiatives under the Act East Policy, including the India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway and references to the Kaladan Multi-
Modal Transit Transport Project. The geographical route logic,
strategic connectivity rationale, and multimodal transport concepts
substantially overlap with the UPSC question framework.

Q92. Match List I with List II and select the answer using the code given below the Lists :

List I (Project Supported by India)

List II (Country)

A. Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project

1. Maldives

B. Restoration of Stor Palace

2. Afghanistan

C. District Hospital at Dickoya

3. Bhutan

D. Institute of Security and Law Enforcement Studies | 4. Sri Lanka

Code :

A|B|C|D
(@ |1 ]4]2 |3
(b) |3 2[4 |1
(© |3 14]2]1
d|1]2]4]3

Source Used Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/tag/mangdechhu- Similarity is high. The source directly discusses the
project Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project as an India-supported

project in Bhutan, which directly matches one of the pairs in
the UPSC question. It also reinforces the broader theme of
India-assisted developmental and strategic infrastructure
projects in neighbouring countries, which is the exact
framework used in the matching question.

https:/ /www.asgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/afghanistan-rebuilding

Similarity is high. The source explicitly covers India’s
developmental assistance in Afghanistan, including
restoration and cultural heritage projects such as Stor Palace.
This directly helps identify the correct Afghanistan pairing in
the UPSC match-the-following question. The question itself
largely draws from India’s neighbourhood development
partnership themes repeatedly emphasized in the source
material.

Q93. Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India ?

1. Su-30 MKI Fighter Jets
2. T-90 MK-III Tanks
3. Akula Class Submarine

Select the answer using the code given below :
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(@)1land 2
(b) 1and 3
(c) 1 only
(d) 2 only

Source Used

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/weapons-in-news-dragon-
drones-t90-bhishma-tank

Similarity is high. The source directly discusses the T-90 Bhishma
tanks, including their licensed production and assembly in India
through Heavy Vehicles Factory, Avadi. This directly supports
Statement 2 of the UPSC question regarding indigenous
manufacture/production of T-90 variants in India.

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/su-30-mki

Similarity is high. The source explicitly explains that Su-30 MKI
fighter jets are manufactured in India by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) under license production arrangements with Russia.
This directly corresponds to Statement 1 in the UPSC question.

https:/ /www.iasgvan.in/daily-current-
affairs/india-russia-defence-relations

Similarity is high. The source broadly covers India-Russia defence
cooperation including Su-30 MKI aircraft, T-90 tanks, submarines,
and defence technology transfer. It helps distinguish between
systems manufactured in India and those merely leased or imported,
especially relevant for the Akula-class submarine, which India
operates through leasing arrangements rather than domestic
manufacturing.

Q95. Consider the following UN organisations/agencies :

1. World Food Programme
2. United Nations Children’s Fund

3. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

4. International Labour Organisation

How many of the above has/have been awarded the Nobel Prize twice ?

(@)1
(b)
(c)
(

2
3
d) 4

Source

Analysis

Similarity is high. The question can be

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs /nobel-foundation | directly solved using the information given

https:/ /www.ilasgyan.in/ig-
uploads/pdf/THE NOBEL_PRIZES.pdf

in the source.
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Comemiitea.

* Nomination forms must be returned by
Janmsary 315807 the awand year

* Nominees remainconfidential for 50 years.

* Nobel Cormmiitees review nominations g
consult experts inthe resoective flefds,
Reporty ind recommandatons e susritted

toprize-swarding mtiut m

Notablo Facts "':jﬂ.‘"fy
Nobel Prizes have b awarded 607 times e
t0975 ntivickiah arvd 25 crganszatians ‘.

Categories

Posthumons swards not aliwed, excopt It of Nobel
anncunced betore reciient's death. Prizes
Recopnition time iag - prizes awarded for L
discoveries with alasting ingact.

Economic

Nobel laureates required to give pubic Sciences

lectures related to their prize.

Some individuals and organizations have
received muttire Nobel Prizes:

Marie Curle (Physics in 1903, Chemistry in

atiorl Coniinse: ol R6d Gy
(Poacein 1917, 1944, 1943

Notable Nobal Prize Laureates Award
Yoangest Nobel Lacreste: Malala Yousafrsl, Ceremonies
who recedved the Nobel Peace Prize at the 5
ageof17in2014, Prizes presented annually on
Olidest Nobel Lauceate: John B, December 10th,
Goadencush wha reeelued the Nakel Prire

Chemistry

Peace

» Literature

* Physics

UL

Nobel
Medal

‘ Nobel Prize medal plated |

with 24 karat goki

)\ Features an image of
Alfred Nebel

Q99. Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan

(RGSA) is/are correct ?

1. The period of its implementation is 1st April, 2021 to 31st March, 2026.
2. The key objective of the Revamped RGSA is to develop the governance capabilities of the Panchayati Raj
Institutions to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals.
3. The share of the Central funding for the Revamped RGSA is 100% for all States and Union Territories.
Select the answer using the code given below :

(@)1and 2
(b) 2 only

(c)land 3
(d)2and 3

Source

Analysis

Similarity is high. The source directly

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs /rashtriya-gram-swaraj- | covers almost every factual component

abhiyan-27

used in the UPSC question. It explicitly
mentions the implementation period of
RGSA, its objective of strengthening
Panchayati Raj Institutions to achieve
Sustainable Development Goals, and
its governance-capacity focus for rural
local bodies. The notes also discuss the
centrally sponsored nature of the
scheme, which helps evaluate the
funding-related  statement. = UPSC
essentially converted the same scheme
details into a  three-statement
elimination-based prelims question
with nearly direct factual overlap.
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Details

©

o 0 oo 0 o

-]

)

Copyright infringement not intended

Context - The Union Government has approved the continuation of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) from
April 2022 to March 2026.

* The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister has approved the continuation of
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) from 01.04.2022 to 31.03.2026.

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan

* Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) was launched on 24th April 2018 as an umbrella scheme of the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj.

Itis a Centrally Sponsored Scheme to develop and strengthen the Panchayati Raj System across India in the
rural oreas,

Focus area:

Basic orientation training for the Elected Representatives (ERs) of Panchayats, within 6 months of their
election.

Capacity Building of ERs with Priority to Aspirational Districts and Mission Antyodaya clusters.
Strengthening of the Panchayat - SHG partnership.

Gram Panchayat infrastructure.

Use of IT for distance learning & for e-Enablement of Panchayats.

Institutional support for innovations.

To promote the provision of adequate manpower at the GP level & to provide support for technical
manpower.

To focilitate Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT), Public Finance Monagement System (PFMS), use and Geo-
tagging of assets in Gram Panchayats,

Significance of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan

» It will help more than 2.80 lakh Rural Local Bodies across the country to develop governance capabilities to
deliver on Sustainable D
utilisation of available resources.

* The key objectives of the Abhiyan:

lop t Goals through inclusive local governance with a focus on optimum

Poverty free and enhanced livelihood in villages.

Q100. Which of the following countries are members of the European Union ?

1.
2.
3.
4.

Belarus
Poland
Germany
Switzerland

Select the answer using the code given below :
(@)1,2and 4

(b) 1 and 4 only

(c)2and 3

(d) 2 and 4 only

Source

Analysis

https:/ /www.iasgyan.in/ daily-current-affairs/european-

union

Similarity is high. The question can be directly
solved using the map given in the source.
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. Union (s on I isting of o Countries, which wos formed in 1993,
1t came into force after the signing of the Maastricht Treaty by 28 countries.

The Maoastricht Treaty is aiso known as the Trenty of the European Union {TEU).

Members of the EU: 27. UK made an exit from the EU on 31st January 2020

European Union hos 24 official languages

Euro is the official currency for 19 of the 27 EU member countries

.

The objectives of forming the European Unlon are:

To increase political cooperaton

To enhance economic integration by creating g single curency the EURO.
Unified security and foreign poficy

Comman citizenship Rights

Enhanced cooperation in the areos of judiciary, immigration and asylum

European Union was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2012
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