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 PRELIMS REFLECTIONS 2026 
 

SOURCES: IASGYAN, NISCHAY TEST SERIES, PRELIMS MIRROR OPEN MOCK 
 

TEST SERIES BASED: 

4. Which of the following statements on the Amaravati Stupa and its relief sculptures is/are correct ? 
1. It was located in the lower Krishna valley. 
2. In India, it was next only to the Sanchi Stupa in size. 
3. The Amaravati school of sculpture made a lasting impact on the later South Indian sculpture, and its 

products were carried to Sri Lanka and South-east Asia. 
Select the answer using the code given below : 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Test Name Question Analysis 

PRELIMS 
MIRROR 3 
(Q24) 

―It is an important Buddhist site located on 
the left bank of the Bhima River, known for 
an ancient Mahastupa referred to as Hama 
Chaitya, patronized by Mahayana Buddhism 
and showing strong influence of the 
Amaravati School of Art. Which site is being 
referred to?‖ 

The UPSC question tested knowledge of the 
location and sculptural influence of the 
Amaravati Stupa. Similarity is low to moderate 
(35–45%) because the overlap was mainly 
conceptual — both focused on the Amaravati 
School of Art and Buddhist stupas, while the 
exact facts and framing differed. 

 
5. Which of the following pairs of the king and his dynasty in early historical Tamilakam is/are not correctly 
matched ? 

1. Senguttuvan : Chera 
2. Udyanjeral : Chola 
3. Nedunjeliyan : Pandya 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 3 only 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 
35 (Q13) 

―The Pattini Cult was established by 
which Chera ruler? (a) Uthiyan 
Cheralathan (b) Nedum Cheralathan (c) 
Senguttuvan (d) Rama Varma 
Kulasekhara‖ 

The UPSC question tested matching Sangam rulers 
with their dynasties in early Tamilakam. Similarity is 
low (25–35%) because only the ruler Senguttuvan 
overlapped, while the UPSC question focused on 
dynasty matching and multiple rulers. 

 
19. Which one of the following statements about the Eka Movement and Bardoli Satyagraha is correct ? 

(a) The Eka Movement was throughout supported and organized by the Congress while Bardoli Satyagraha was 
initially independent of Congress influence and was only in the last stages supported by the Congress. 
(b) The Eka Movement was provided leadership by the taluqdars of Awadh, whereas the Bardoli Satyagraha was 
a movement of the landless labourers. 
(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha was a campaign against the enhancement of land revenue, while the Eka Movement 
was a protest against excessive extraction of rents. 
(d) The Eka Movement was located in the Varanasi and Mirzapur districts of the present-day U.P., while the 
Bardoli Satyagraha took place in Saurashtra. 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 
19 (Q58) 

―Consider the following statements about the Eka 
Movement: 1. Its meetings began with a religious ritual 
in which a hole representing the river Ganga was filled 

The UPSC question tested the nature of 
the Eka Movement as a protest against 
excessive rent extraction. Similarity is 
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 with water. 2. The leaders of the movement were deeply 
interested in the principle of non-violence. 3. It was a 
movement solely based on the tenants and small 
landholders. How many of the statements given above 
are incorrect?‖ 

moderate to high (55–65%) because the 
movement‘s peasant character and 
agrarian background were covered. 

NISCHAY 
35 (Q20) 

―With reference to the Bardoli Satyagraha, consider the 
following statements: I. The movement was launched in 
response to a 22% increase in land revenue 
recommended by the Bombay Presidency 
administration. II. The Maxwell-Broomfield Commission 
was appointed by the government to conduct an inquiry 
into the revenue hike. III. As a result of the settlement, 
the increased revenue assessment was reduced to 
approximately 6%. How many of the statements given 
above are incorrect?‖ 

The UPSC question directly tested 
Bardoli Satyagraha as a movement 
against enhancement of land revenue. 
Similarity is moderate to high (55–65%) 
because the core issue of revenue 
enhancement was directly covered. 

 
Q25. Consider the following statements with reference to the Sagarmala Programme of the Government of 

India: 
I. The Sagarmala Programme seeks to achieve port-led economic growth through cost-effective and sustainable 
coastal infrastructure. 
II. The success of the Sagarmala Programme is reflected in significant growth in coastal and inland waterway 
shipping, along with improved global port rankings. 
III. Sagarmala 2.0 aims to position India as a global maritime innovation hub aligned with Atmanirbhar Bharat 
and Viksit Bharat 2047 visions. 
 
Which of the following relationships among the above statements is/are correct? 

1. Statement II validates the effectiveness of the strategies envisioned in statement I.  
2. Statement III extends the objectives of statement I by embedding them into a future-oriented innovation 

framework.  
3. Statement I contradicts statement III by focusing only on traditional infrastructure instead of modern 

innovation.  
Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 

 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

PRELIMS 
MIRROR 1 
(Q13) 

Question included the Sagarmala 
Programme as part of broader logistics and 
transport initiatives. 
―Consider the following infrastructure 
initiatives: 1. India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor 2. Eastern Dedicated 
Freight Corridor 3. Sagarmala Programme 4. 
National Logistics Policy 

Similarity is low to moderate (30–40%) because 
only the broad objective of logistics and 
infrastructure development under Sagarmala 
overlapped, while the UPSC question focused 
specifically on programme outcomes and 
Sagarmala 2.0 vision. 

NISCHAY 
10 (Q50) 

Question asked about Sagarmala Project as 
an initiative promoting Blue Economy in 
India. 
―Consider the following: 1. Sagarmala Project 
2. Integrated Coastal Zone Management 3. O-
SMART 4. Deep Ocean Mission 5. PMMSY 6. 
Blue Bonds — Which initiatives have been 
launched to promote Blue Economy in 
India?‖ 

Similarity is low to moderate (30–40%) because 
the overlap was mainly conceptual regarding 
Blue Economy and port-led development, 
whereas the UPSC question tested analytical 
relationships between objectives, outcomes, and 
future innovation goals. 
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 Q27. Which one of the following statements with regard to the Moidams, built by the Tai-Ahom kingdom 
and inscribed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, is/are correct? 

1. They acted as army fortresses.  
2. They were recreation centres of the Royals and Nobles.  
3. They were burial grounds of the Royals and Nobles. 
4. They were battle drill centres of the Royals and Nobles.  

 
Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 2 and 4 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 7 (Q53) 
 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/moidams 
 

 

―The CharaideoMoidams 
received the UNESCO heritage 
status, what is it? (A) Ancient 
Buddhist stupas… (B) Sacred 
burial mounds of the Tai-Ahom 
royalty located in Assam …‖ 

Similarity is high (70–
80%) because the UPSC 
question directly tested 
the nature of Moidams 
as burial grounds of 
Tai-Ahom royalty, 
which was explicitly 
covered in the test 
question. 

 
Q28. At the United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC) held in June, 2025 in France, the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations demonstrated its leading voice on marine and ocean 
issues, especially on sustainable fisheries and aquaculture for resilient livelihood and "Blue Transformation". 

 
Which of the following combinations about the "Four Betters" proposed by FAO for "Blue Transformation" is 
correct? 
(a) Better production, better nutrition, better environment and better ocean 
(b) Better production, better nutrition, better environment and better life 
(c) Better coral reefs, better nutrition, better environment and better life 
(d) Better estuaries, better nutrition, better environment and better mangrove vegetation 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 
18 (Q81) 

This question is based on the United Nations Ocean 
Conference (UNOC) held in June 2025 and sustainable 
marine frameworks. The declarations and key outcomes of 
the 3rd UN Ocean Conference (UNOC3), including SDG 14 
commitments, were specifically covered  
―Consider the following statements regarding the third UN 
Ocean Conference (UNOC3): 1. UNOC3 adopted a 
declaration titled ‗Our Ocean, Our Future: United for 
Urgent Action.‘ 2. It reinforced global commitments to 
SDG 14.‖ 

Similarity is low (25–35%) because 
the overlap was mainly thematic — 
both related to the UN Ocean 
Conference and sustainable marine 
governance.  

 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/moidams
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/moidams
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 Q30.Which one of the following is the first Plan Vivo certified Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation (REDD+) project in India? 

(a) Uttarakhand REDD+ project 
(b) ICFRE-ICIMOD Transboundary REDD+ project in North-Eastern Himalayas 
(c) Khasi Hills Community REDD+ project 
(d) Sikkim MamleyKamrang Community REDD+ project 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 
16 (Q8) 

―Consider the following statements about REDD+: 1. 
It primarily focuses on deforestation and forest 
degradation in affected countries. 2. It provides 
incentives to countries for sustainable forest 
management. 3. It prioritises biodiversity 
conservation over livelihoods improvement.‖ 

Similarity is low (25–35%) because the 
overlap was mainly conceptual through 
the REDD+ framework. The UPSC 
question specifically tested the first Plan 
Vivo certified REDD+ project in India, 
which was not directly covered. 

 
Q34. In what way(s) does the Vizhinjam International Seaport represent a structural shift in India's maritime 
trade and logistics policy? 

1. By functioning exclusively as a domestic cargo hub to reduce reliance on coastal shipping and eliminate 
the need for foreign collaborations.  

2. By focusing primarily on passenger cruise tourism and heritage shipping to increase Kerala's profile as a 
maritime heritage destination.  

3. By leveraging its natural deep draft and strategic location to reduce dependence on foreign trans-
shipment ports, enhance revenue retention, and reposition India in regional maritime trade.  

Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 20 (Q41) 
 
 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/vizhinjam-port 
 

 

―Which of the 
following has been 
recently developed 
as India‘s first 
deepwater 
transhipment port? 
– Vizhinjam 
International 
Seaport …‖ 

Similarity is high (60–65%) 
because the UPSC question 
directly built upon 
Vizhinjam‘s role as a 
deepwater transshipment 
port reducing dependence on 
foreign hubs like Colombo 
and Singapore. The 
conceptual core and strategic 
maritime significance were 
substantially covered. 

 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/vizhinjam-port
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/vizhinjam-port
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 Q40. Ships from which of the following countries have to cross the Strait of Hormuz to reach the Indian 
Ocean? 

1. Bahrain  
2. Syria  
3. Qatar  
4. Egypt  

Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 and 4 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

PRELIMS MIRROR 1 (Q44) 
 
 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/strait-of-hormuz 
 

 

―With reference to 
the Strait of 
Hormuz, consider 
the following 
statements…‖ 

Similarity is low to moderate (35–
45%) because the overlap was 
mainly geographical and conceptual 
regarding the Strait of Hormuz as a 
strategic maritime chokepoint. 
However, the UPSC question 
specifically tested the countries 
whose ships must cross the strait to 
access the Indian Ocean, which was 
not directly covered. 
 
Similarity was high as map was 
clearly there in iasgyan website. 

 
Q. 41. Match List I with List II and select the answer using the code given below the Lists : 

List I (INTERPOL Notice)  List II (Description) 

A. Silver Notice 1. To seek information on unidentified bodies 

B. Blue Notice  2. To collect additional information about a person‘s identity, 
location, or activities in relation to a criminal investigation 

C. Black Notice  
 

3. To provide warning about a person‘s criminal activities, where 
the person is considered to be a possible threat to public safety 

D. Green Notice  4. To identify and trace criminal assets 

 
Code : 

 A B C D 

(a) 3 1 2 4 

(b) 3 2 1 4 

(c) 4 2 1 3 

(d) 4 1 2 3 

 

 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 25 (Q45) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consider the following 
information:  

INTERPOL 
Notice 

Purpose 

Yellow 
Notice 

To provide a 
warning about 
a person‘s 
criminal 

Similarity is high (75–85%) 
because the UPSC question 
directly tested the purpose-
based matching of different 
INTERPOL notices, 
especially Blue, Green, 
Silver, and Black Notices. 
The matching format and 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/strait-of-hormuz
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/strait-of-hormuz
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https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/silver-notice 
 

 
 

activities 

Blue Notice To collect 
additional 
information 
about a 
person‘s 
identity 

Green 
Notice  

To locate 
missing 
persons 

In how many of the above 
rows is the given 
information correctly 
matched? 
Only one 
Only two 
All three 
None 
 

conceptual approach were 
substantially similar. 

 
Q44. Which of the following statements about DHRUV64 is/are correct ? 

1. It is the third chip fabricated under the DIR-V Programme with an overall aim to enable the creation of 

microprocessors for India. 

2. It is India's first homegrown 1.0 GHz, 64-bit dual-core microprocessor. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 34 (Q63) 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/national-technology-
day-2026-history-significance-theme 
 

―With reference to 
DHRUV64, 
recently unveiled 
by India, consider 
the following 
statements: 1. It is 
India‘s first fully 
indigenously 

Similarity is high 
because the 
UPSC question 
directly tested 
factual details 
about 
DHRUV64, 
including its 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/silver-notice
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/silver-notice
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/national-technology-day-2026-history-significance-theme
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/national-technology-day-2026-history-significance-theme
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developed 
microprocessor. 2. 
It has been 
developed by C-
DAC. 3. It was 
developed under 
the National 
Supercomputing 
Mission.‖ 

indigenous 
nature and 
microprocessor 
identity. The 
conceptual 
domain and core 
factual area were 
substantially the 
same. 

 
Q46. 'X', born in the UK, was conferred the Nobel Prize in 2025. He was a professor in an American university 
when this prize was announced. Identify 'X' : 
(a) Michel H. Devoret 
(b) Richard Robson 
(c) John Clarke 
(d) Joel Mokyr 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 16 (Q93) 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/nobel-
prize-physics-2025 
 

―Consider the following 
information about the Nobel 
Prize in 2025: John Clarke – 
Discovery of quantum 
mechanical tunnelling; Richard 
Robson – Development of 
metal-organic frameworks; Fred 
Ramsdell – Discovery relating to 
peripheral immune tolerance.‖ 

Similarity is low because the UPSC 
question directly relied on 
awareness of 2025 Nobel Prize 
winners and associated 
personalities, which was covered in 
the test. However, the exact 
identification of the UK-born 
laureate and American university 
linkage required additional factual 
recall beyond the matching exercise. 

 
Q51. Which of the following statements regarding the features of blockchain technology are correct? 

1. Records stored in the database may be made visible to relevant stakeholders without risk of alteration. 

2. Copies of the entire database are stored on multiple computers on a network, syncing within seconds. 

3. Consortium blockchain is a blend of public and private blockchains allowing selective data access. 

4. Mathematical algorithms make it impossible to change or delete any data once recorded and accepted. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 
(d) 1 and 4 only 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 18 (Q94) 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/blockchain-
technology 
 

Q94. Blockchain 
technology's potential 
applications extend far 
beyond cryptocurrency. 
Which of the following 
is a key characteristic of 

Similarity is moderate to high 
(60–70%) because the UPSC 
question directly tested core 
blockchain features such as 
decentralization, distributed 
storage, transparency, and 

https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/nobel-prize-physics-2025
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/nobel-prize-physics-2025
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/blockchain-technology
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/blockchain-technology


©APTIPLUSACADEMYFORCIVILSERVICESPVT.LTD. Page-8 

 

 

UPSC CSE PRELIMS 2026 REFLECTIONS 
 

 

 
 

blockchain that makes it 
suitable for applications 
like voting and 
healthcare record 
management? 
A) Centralized control by 
a single trusted authority. 
B) The ability to easily 
alter or delete past 
records. 
C) Its decentralized and 
immutable nature. 
D) Dependence on a 
single point of failure for 
network operation. 
 

immutability, which were 
conceptually covered in the 
test. However, UPSC 
additionally included 
consortium blockchain and 
technical operational details for 
deeper factual evaluation. 

 
Q53. Which one of the following correctly represents the three key sub-indices of the Financial Inclusion 
Index (FI-Index) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) ? 

(a) Credit access, Insurance depth, and Pension coverage 
(b) Banking access, GDP contribution, and Financial literacy 
(c) Access, Usage, and Quality 
(d) Access, Affordability, and Transparency 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 30 (Q82) 
 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-
current-affairs/financial-inclusion-
index-2025-rbi-report 

―Consider the following 
statements in the context of the 
RBI‘s Financial Inclusion Index 
(FI-Index)… The three broad 
parameters and their weights 
are: Access (35%), Usage (45%), 
and Quality (20%).‖ 

Similarity is high because the UPSC 
question directly asked the three 
key sub-indices of the Reserve Bank 
of India FI-Index, which were 
explicitly covered in the test with 
exact terminology — Access, Usage, 
and Quality. 

 
Q55. Which one of the following statements about Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Central Bank 
Digital Currency (Digital Rupee) is not correct ? 

(a) UPI is a real-time payment system but Digital Rupee is akin to sovereign paper currency. 
(b) In case of UPI, settlement for end users happens instantly as the money gets immediately debited or credited 
but in case of Digital Rupee, there is no settlement as the wallet balance gets transferred to another wallet. 
(c) UPI transactions are recorded by banks and reflected in bank statements but in case of Digital Rupee, no data 
is captured in bank statements as transactions are from one wallet to another. 
(d) In both the cases (UPI and Digital Rupee), the liability lies with the users and their respective banks. 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 33 (Q4) 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-
current-affairs/central-bank-digital-
currency-31 
 

Consider the 
following statements: 
Statement-I: The 
Reserve Bank of India 
has introduced the 
Central Bank Digital 
Currency (e-Rupee).  
Statement-II: The e-
Rupee is a legal tender 
issued in a digital form 
and is exchangeable at 
par with existing 
currency. 

Similarity is low because the UPSC question 
directly relied on the conceptual understanding 
of the Reserve Bank of India Digital Rupee as 
sovereign digital currency, which was explicitly 
covered. However, the detailed comparison 
between UPI settlement mechanisms and 
wallet-based CBDC transactions required 
additional analytical understanding beyond the 
test content. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/financial-inclusion-index-2025-rbi-report
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/financial-inclusion-index-2025-rbi-report
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/financial-inclusion-index-2025-rbi-report
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/central-bank-digital-currency-31
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/central-bank-digital-currency-31
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/central-bank-digital-currency-31
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 Which of the following 
is correct in respect of 
the above statements? 
Both Statement I and 
Statement II are correct 
and Statement II is the 
correct explanation of 
Statement I 
Both Statement I and 
Statement II are correct 
but Statement II is not 
the correct explanation 
of Statement I 
Statement I is correct 
and Statement II is 
incorrect 
Statement I is incorrect 
and Statement I is 
correct 
 

 
Q60. Which of the following statements about Rare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals is/are 
correct? 

1. Modern technological innovations including Artificial Intelligence, robotics and space exploration 

extensively utilise Rare Earth Elements (REEs). 

2. China has the highest share in mining of REEs followed by India. 

3. The Government of India launched the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) in 2025 to establish a 

robust framework for self-reliance in the critical mineral sector. 

4. Rare Earth Elements are a set of 13 metallic elements. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 

(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

FLT 32 + NISCHAY 16 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/rare-earth-
reserves-in-india 
 

Q6. Consider 
the following 
materials: 
Dysprosium 
Neodymium 
Thorium 
Promethium 
Which of the 
above are Rare 
Earth Elements 
that are used in 
high-strength 
permanent 
magnets for 
wind turbines? 
(a) 1 and 2 
only(b) 2 and 3 
only(c) 1, 2 and 
4 only(d) 1, 2, 3 
and 4 

Similarity is low to moderate 
in the Nischay tests but high 
from iasgyan source. The 
UPSC question directly draws 
from the same conceptual pool 
covered in the tests: 
applications of Rare Earth 
Elements in advanced 
technologies, properties and 
classification of REEs, and 
India‘s National Critical 
Mineral Mission. FLT 32 
already tested REE 
composition, magnet 
applications, and 
misconceptions about 
rarity/concentration, while 
NISCHAY 16 covered unique 
magnetic/electrochemical 
properties and industrial 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/rare-earth-reserves-in-india
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/rare-earth-reserves-in-india
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https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/national-critical-
mineral-mission-challenges-and-opportunities 
 

 
Q11. Consider 
the following 
statements 
regarding Rare 
Earth Elements 
(REEs) and 
magnets: 
Rare earth 
elements are 
extremely scarce 
in the Earth‘s 
crust. 
Rare-earth 
magnets are 
brittle and prone 
to corrosion. 
Rare earth ores 
occur in 
concentrated 
seems like coal 
or copper. 
Which of the 
statements 
given above 
is/are incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 2 
only(b) 2 only(c) 
1 and 3 only(d) 2 
and 3 only 
 
Q 88. Which of 
the following 
statements are 
correct about 
the Rare Earth 
Elements? 
These elements 
are commonly 
found in high 
concentrations 
in a single 
location. 
Some of these 
elements possess 
unique magnetic 
and 
electrochemical 
properties. 
Lanthanum, a 
rare earth 
element, is used 
in the petroleum 
refining 
industry. 
Select the 
answer using 
the code given 

applications. The actual UPSC 
question largely recombined 
these previously tested factual 
themes into a statement-based 
format. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/national-critical-mineral-mission-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/national-critical-mineral-mission-challenges-and-opportunities
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 below: 
1 and 2 only  
2 and 3 only  
1 and 3 only  
1, 2 and 3 
 

 
Q64. Consider the following statements about the Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) in India : 

1. NBFCs cannot accept demand deposits. 
2. All the NBFCs operating in India have to be registered with the RBI. 
3. NBFCs form part of the payment and settlement system and can issue cheque drawn on itself. 
4. Deposit insurance facility of Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) is not 

available to the depositors of deposit taking NBFCs. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
(a) 1 and 4 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 
(c) 4 only 
(d) 2, 3 and 4 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 12 
(Q15), NISCHAY 
21 (Q68), and 
PRELIMS 
MIRROR 2 (Q5) 

Q 15. How many of the following 
statements are correct with respect 
to the Non-Banking Financial 
Companies (NBFCs)? 
They can participate in the 
transaction of immovable property 
as their principal business. 
They can accept deposits from both 
the savings and current accounts. 
They can offer interest rates only if 
it is lower than the ceiling rate 
prescribed by the RBI. 
 
Q 68. Which of the following 
statements are correct about the 
Non-Banking Finance Companies 
(NBFCs)? 
It is a company whose principal 
business may include loans or 
advances and any agricultural 
activity.  
It is mandatory for a NBFC to get 
itself registered with the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) as a deposit 
taking company. 
The repayment of deposits by 
NBFCs is not guaranteed by the 
Reserve Bank of India.  
 
Q5. Consider the following 
statements:  
Statement I: A Non-Banking 
Financial Company (NBF(c) cannot 
accept demand  
deposits from the public like 
traditional Commercial Banks.  
Statement II: NBFCs do not form 

Similarity is high. The UPSC question almost directly 
reproduces the same conceptual areas repeatedly 
tested in the mock series: NBFCs cannot accept 
demand deposits like banks, they are outside the 
payment and settlement system and cannot issue 
cheques on themselves, and DICGC insurance 
protection is unavailable to NBFC depositors. 
PRELIMS MIRROR 2 especially mirrors the exact 
framing of statements 1 and 3, while NISCHAY 21 
covered RBI registration and deposit-related 
safeguards. The overlap is both conceptual and 
statement-oriented. 
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 part of the payment and settlement 
system and cannot issue cheques 
drawn on themselves.  
Which one of the following is 
correct in respect of the above 
statements?  
(a) Both Statement I and Statement 
II are correct and Statement II 
explains Statement I. 
 

 
Q67. Which of the following statements with regard to Large Language Models (LLMs) used in machine 
learning is/are correct ? 

1. LLMs assign probabilities to the next possible words and then pick the one with the highest probability. 
2. LLMs process data through mathematical optimization to minimise prediction errors. 
3. LLMs produce unbiased outputs. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Source Used Analysis 

Uploaded LLM notes/image only 
 

 

Similarity is high. The uploaded material directly contains the 
exact concepts asked in UPSC Q67. It explicitly states that LLMs 
―predict the probability of words or sequences given previous 
context,‖ which directly matches Statement 1. It also explains that 
LLMs use deep learning and continuously improve performance 
using data and parameters, reflecting mathematical optimization 
to minimize prediction errors in Statement 2. Further, under 
―Challenges,‖ the notes specifically mention ―Bias and Fairness,‖ 
clearly implying that LLMs do not necessarily produce unbiased 
outputs, thereby directly helping eliminate Statement 3. The 
overlap is therefore nearly direct both conceptually and 
terminologically. 

Test Name Full Question Analysis 

PRELIMS MIRROR 
3  

Q6. Match the following: List I: A. Large 
Language Model B. Machine Learning C. 
Natural Language Processing D. Neural 
Network List II: 1. Model trained on large 
text data to generate human-like 
responses 2. Learning from data without 
explicit programming 3. Understanding 
and generating human language 4. Deep 
learning structure using interconnected 
nodes Select the correct answer using the 
code below: (a) A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4 (b) A-3, 
B-2, C-4, D-1 (c) A-4, B-3, C-2, D-1 (d) A-2, 
B-4, C-3, D-1  

Similarity is low. The UPSC question 
examined the functioning of Large 
Language Models — probabilistic next-
word prediction, optimization to minimize 
prediction errors, and the issue of bias in 
outputs. PRELIMS MIRROR 3 directly 
introduced the concepts of LLMs, machine 
learning, NLP, and neural networks, 
thereby preparing students with the exact 
technological vocabulary and framework. 

Q70. Which of the following statements with regard to Green Hydrogen is/are correct ? 
1. It is decarbonized hydrogen obtained from natural gas reforming combined with carbon capture and storage 

(CCS). 
2. It is produced using electrolysis of water with electricity generated by renewable energy. 
3. National Green Hydrogen Mission of India aims for abatement of nearly 50 MMT of annual greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2030. 
Select the answer using the code given below : 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/large-language-model
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 (a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 16 + NISCHAY 18 
 

 
 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/green-hydrogen-1 

 

Q 93. Which of the 
following statements are 
correct with respect to 

Hydrogen? 1. Hydrogen has 
the highest energy content 
by weight of all types of 
fuels. 2. There will be no 
interstate transmission 
charges under Green 
Hydrogen Policy until 2030. 
3. Production of green 
hydrogen leads to emission 
of little amounts of 
greenhouse gases. Select the 
answer using the code given 
below: (a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 
and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 Q23. With 
reference to green 
hydrogen, consider the 

following statements: 1. It 
can be produced through 
electrolysis using wind or 
solar power. 2. It emits only 
water vapor when used in 
fuel cells. 3. It has lower 
energy density per unit mass 
compared to gasoline. Which 
of the above statements are 
correct? (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 
3 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Similarity is high. The UPSC 
question directly tested the 
method of green hydrogen 
production and policy-linked 
climate targets. NISCHAY 18 
explicitly covered electrolysis 
using renewable energy 
sources like solar and wind 
power, which directly matches 
Statement 2. NISCHAY 16 
reinforced Green Hydrogen 
Policy provisions and 
emissions-related 
understanding. Together, 
these tests substantially 
prepared students for 
distinguishing green 
hydrogen from other forms 
such as blue hydrogen 
(natural gas reforming with 
CCS), as well as 
understanding its climate 
mitigation role under the 
National Green Hydrogen 
Mission. 

 
Q74. Which of the following statements with regard to the National Quantum Mission (NQM) is/are correct ? 

1. It aims at developing intermediate-scale quantum computers with 50–1000 physical qubits. 
2. Its implementation includes setting up of four Thematic Hubs (T-Hubs) in academic and national R&D 

institutes across India. 
Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 29 + IAS GYAN Source 
 

Q 65. With reference to 
the National Quantum 
Mission, consider the 
following statements: 
Quantum Key 
Distribution (QKD) is 
proposed as a core 
technology for secure 

Similarity is high. The 
IAS GYAN source 
directly covered the 
National Quantum 
Mission‘s objectives, 
including development 
of intermediate-scale 
quantum computers 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/green-hydrogen-1
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/green-hydrogen-1
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/national-quantum-mission
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communication. The 
Mission supports the 
development of 
quantum repeaters to 
extend communication 
range. Quantum 
communication is 
immune to interception 
as it relies on classical 
encryption. How many 
of the statements given 
above are correct? 

with 50–1000 physical 
qubits and 
establishment of four 
Thematic Hubs (T-
Hubs), which were 
directly asked in the 
UPSC question. 
NISCHAY 29 had 
already familiarized 
students with the 
mission architecture, 
quantum 
communication 
technologies, QKD, and 
the broader framework 
of NQM. The UPSC 
question therefore 
represented a direct 
factual extension of 
concepts already 
discussed in both the 
current affairs source 
and test series. 

 
Q75. Which of the following statements with regard to India’s Deep Ocean Mission is/are correct ? 

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Government of India. 
2. Matsya-6000 has been designed to carry 3 people for deep sea exploration. 
3. Samudrayaan is a project under this mission. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 18 
(Q22), and 
NISCHAY 35 
(Q77) 

+ IAS GYAN 
Source 

Q22. Which of the 
following statements about 
the 'Deep Ocean Mission' 
are correct? 
1. It is an initiative of the 
Ministry of Earth Sciences. 
2. The mission addresses 
deep-sea mining, ocean 
climate, and biodiversity. 
3. It involves the 
development of a manned 
submersible 'Matsya 6000'. 
4. The mission focuses on 
the exploration of 
polymetallic nodules. 
How many of the above 
statements are correct? 
A) Only one 
B) Only two 
C) Only three  
D) All four 
 

Similarity is high. The UPSC question directly repeats factual 
themes already covered multiple times in the NISCHAY tests 
and IAS GYAN notes. NISCHAY 18 explicitly tested that the 
Deep Ocean Mission is an initiative of the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences (helping eliminate Statement 1), while also directly 
mentioning Matsya-6000 as a manned submersible and the 
mission‘s deep-sea exploration objectives, directly supporting 
Statement 2. NISCHAY 35 further covered the Samudrayaan 
project under the Deep Ocean Mission, directly matching 
Statement 3. The UPSC question is therefore almost a direct 
factual extraction from previously covered material with 
minimal conceptual modification. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/deep-sea-mission
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/deep-sea-mission
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/deep-sea-mission
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 Q 77. Consider the 
following statements about 
the Deep Ocean Mission:  
It was launched in 2021 by 
Ministry of Earth Sciences 
(MoES) as a Central Sector 
Scheme with Cabinet 
approval.  
The Samudrayaan Project 
under the mission will 
enable deep-sea exploration 
strictly in the continental 
shelf. 
MATSYA 6000 is a self-
propelled manned 
submersible powered by a 
high-density Li-Po battery.  
How many of the 
statements given above are 
correct? 

Q83. Consider the following statements in respect of questions asked by the Members in the Parliament of 
India : 

1. Unstarred questions are those to which a Member desires an oral answer in the House. 
2. Starred questions are those to which a Member desires a written answer. 
3. No supplementary question can be asked on an unstarred question. 

Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct ? 
(a) All the three statements are correct. 
(b) There are two correct statements, that include statement 2. 
(c) There is only one correct statement. 
(d) There is no correct statement. 
 

Test 
Name 

Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 
10 

Q 53. Consider the 
following statements: 
Starred questions require a 
written answer and 
supplementary questions 
can follow. 
Unstarred questions 
require no written answer 
and supplementary 
questions cannot follow. 
Select the incorrect answer 
using the code given 
below: 
1 only 
2 only 
Both 1 and 2 
Neither 1 nor 2 

Similarity is high. The test directly covered the exact conceptual 
distinction between Starred and Unstarred Questions in Parliament 
that UPSC Q83 asked. The NISCHAY question specifically tested 
whether starred questions are oral or written and whether 
supplementary questions are allowed, which are the same core 
factual elements used in UPSC statements 1, 2, and 3. UPSC merely 
reframed the same parliamentary procedure concepts into a three-
statement elimination format. Thus, the overlap in both theme and 
factual content is almost direct. 

 
Q87. Which of the following statements about a Zero First Information Report (Zero FIR) under the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023 is/are correct ? 

1. A Zero FIR can be lodged at a police station, even though the place of commission of a cognizable/non-
cognizable offence is outside the territorial jurisdiction of that police station. 

2. The Officer-in-Charge of the police station where a Zero FIR has been lodged may, with the permission 
of the competent authority, initiate a preliminary enquiry. 
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 3. Under Zero FIR, it is obligatory for the informant to furnish information electronically. 
Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 2 only 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/zero-fir-47 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 
12 + 
NISCHAY 
21  

Q78. The e-Zero FIR Initiative has 
been launched by which of the 
following organisations? / Q63. 
Which of the following 
organisations has launched the e-
Zero FIR Initiative? 

Similarity is low. The NISCHAY tests familiarized 
students with the concept of Zero FIR under the evolving 
criminal law framework after the introduction of BNSS, 
2023. While the tests focused mainly on the institutional 
aspect (I4C launching the initiative), the UPSC question 
expanded the same theme into procedural provisions of 
Zero FIR — territorial jurisdiction, preliminary enquiry, 
and electronic filing.  

 
 

Source Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/zero-
fir-47 
 

 

Similarity is low. The IASGYAN source directly 
explained that a Zero FIR can be filed irrespective of 
territorial jurisdiction, which is the core idea tested in 
Statement 1. Thus, the conceptual overlap is 
substantial, with UPSC essentially extending the 
already tested Zero FIR framework into a deeper legal-
procedure format. 
 

 

Q88. With reference to the organisations under the Government of India, consider the following details : 

Sl. 
No. 

Organisation Function Controlling Union Ministry 

1 Central Economic 
Intelligence Bureau (CEIB) 

To coordinate between various law 
enforcement agencies 

Ministry of Home Affairs 

2 Serious Fraud Investigation 
Office (SFIO) 

To investigate complex corporate frauds Ministry of Finance 

3 Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) 

To preserve values in public life and 
ensure the health of the national economy 

Ministry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pension 

In how many of the above rows are the given details correctly matched ? 
(a) 1 
(b) 2 
(c) 3 
(d) None 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/zero-fir-47
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/zero-fir-47
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/zero-fir-47
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Test 
Name 

Question Analysis 

NISCHAY 
25 

Q 76. Consider the following 
information: 

Agency Nodal Ministry 

National 
Investigation 
Agency (NIA) 

Ministry of 
Home Affairs 

Central Bureau 
of Investigation 
(CBI) 

Ministry of 
Personnel, 
Public 
Grievances and 
Pensions 

Enforcement 
Directorate  

Ministry of 
Finance 

In how many of the above rows is 
the given information incorrectly 
matched? 
Only one 
Only two 
All three 
None 
 

Similarity is moderate. The UPSC question follows almost the 
identical matching format used in NISCHAY 25, where 
investigative and enforcement agencies were matched with 
their nodal ministries. The test already directly covered the 
CBI under the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions and the ED under the Ministry of Finance, thereby 
preparing students for ministry-agency linkage questions. 
UPSC simply extended the same administrative-governance 
framework by introducing SFIO and CEIB along with 
functional descriptions. The pattern, approach, and factual 
orientation are nearly identical. 

 

Source Analysis 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/serious-fraud-investigation-office-
sfio  

Similarity is moderate. The source directly discusses SFIO as a 
specialised agency investigating serious and complex corporate 
frauds under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, which directly 
helps eliminate the incorrect ministry pairing in the UPSC 
question. The article substantially overlaps with the functional 
and administrative aspects tested in the exam. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/central-bureau-of-investigation-cbi-
autonomy-and-selection-process  

Similarity is moderate. The source explicitly explains the 
administrative control and functioning of the CBI under the 
Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions. It also discusses the 
role and mandate of the CBI, directly supporting one of the rows 
tested in UPSC. The factual overlap with the ministry-control 
component of the question is direct and substantial. 

 
Q90. Consider the following statements with respect to the AI Impact Summit, 2026 held in New Delhi : 

1. The Summit‘s intellectual framework was based on three foundational Sutras : People, Planning, and 
Progress. 

2. The Preamble of the Summit stresses Democratising AI Resources, which acknowledges the Charter for 
Democratic Diffusion of AI as a binding framework to support locally relevant innovation and 
strengthen resilient AI ecosystems while respecting national laws. 

3. The New Delhi Declaration on AI Impact was structured around seven Chakras (Pillars), which included 
Access for Social Empowerment, AI for Science, and Secure and Trusted AI. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 3 only 
 

Test 
Name 

Question Analysis 

NISCHAY Q 62. Consider the following Similarity is low to moderate. The UPSC question directly draws 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/serious-fraud-investigation-office-sfio
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/serious-fraud-investigation-office-sfio
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/serious-fraud-investigation-office-sfio
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/central-bureau-of-investigation-cbi-autonomy-and-selection-process
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/central-bureau-of-investigation-cbi-autonomy-and-selection-process
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/central-bureau-of-investigation-cbi-autonomy-and-selection-process
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 35 statements with respect to the 
New Delhi Declaration on AI 
Impact 2026: 
It is a legally binding treaty 
that mandates strict regulatory 
red-lines for high-risk AI 
applications.  
The declaration introduces the 
concept of ‗Democratic 
Diffusion‘, shifting focus from 
theoretical safety to tangible 
real-world impact.  
It was endorsed by 92 
signatories, including major 
global powers such as the US, 
UK, China, and the European 
Union. 
Which of the statements given 
above are correct? 
I and II only 
II and III only 
I and III only 
I, II and III 
 

from the same conceptual framework tested in NISCHAY 35 — 
especially the New Delhi Declaration on AI Impact, Democratic 
Diffusion of AI, and the broader philosophy of the AI Impact 
Summit 2026. The test already familiarized students with the 
declaration‘s non-binding developmental orientation, its focus on 
democratic diffusion, and the transition from AI regulation to AI-
enabled societal impact. UPSC expanded the same ecosystem into 
statement-based details involving the Summit‘s ―Sutras,‖ 
―Chakras,‖ and institutional language. The overlap in 
terminology, theme, and factual structure is almost direct. 

 

Source Used Analysis 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/india-ai-impact-
summit-2026-shift-from-ai-regulation-to-development 
 

 

Similarity is high. The editorial explains the 
philosophical shift from AI regulation toward 
developmental and inclusive AI governance, 
which is precisely the conceptual core of the 
UPSC question. It discusses democratization of 
AI resources, resilient AI ecosystems, and the 
broader policy framework underlying the 
New Delhi Declaration, strongly overlapping 
with Statements 2 and 3. 

 
Q94. Consider the following statements about platforms for multilateral co-operation : 

1. The ‗Colombo Process‘ is a regional consultative process in which member states take binding decisions 
by consensus. 

2. The ‗Abu Dhabi Dialogue‘ is a voluntary non-binding consultative process among Asian countries of 
labour origin and destination to facilitate regional cooperation on contractual labour mobility. 

3. The ‗Global Forum for Migration and Development‘, created upon the proposal of a former UN 
Secretary General, is a voluntary forum whose decisions are non-binding in nature. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 2 only 
 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/india-ai-impact-summit-2026-shift-from-ai-regulation-to-development
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/india-ai-impact-summit-2026-shift-from-ai-regulation-to-development
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 Test 
Name 

Question Analysis 

FLT 
32 

Q70. Consider the following statements about the 
Colombo Process: It is a regional consultative 
process for managing overseas employment and 
contractual labour for Asian countries of origin. 
India has been chairing the Colombo Process for 
the first time since its inception in 2003. The 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
serves as its coordinating Secretariat and provides 
technical support. 

Similarity is low. The FLT question directly 
covered the Colombo Process, its nature as a 
regional consultative mechanism on labour 
migration, and the institutional role of IOM. UPSC 
expanded the same conceptual framework by 
comparing the Colombo Process with the Abu 
Dhabi Dialogue and the Global Forum for 
Migration and Development. The core idea of 
voluntary, consultative, and non-binding 
migration governance mechanisms was already 
embedded in the FLT coverage. 

 
IASGYAN BASED: 
6. Which of the following factors contributed to the formation of the Forward Bloc by Subhas Chandra Bose 
in 1939 ? 

1. Bose failed to win the confidence of Mahatma Gandhi. 
2. The Congress Left was disunited and failed to support Bose. 
3. The Communists did not support Bose in his endeavours. 
4. The supporters of M.N. Roy and socialist leaders like Jayaprakash Narayan preferred Congress unity to 

supporting Bose. 
Select the answer using the code given below : 

Source Content Analysis 

 

https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/forward-
bloc 

 

―Formation of the 
Forward Bloc: After 
differences with the 
Congress high 
command, Bose stepped 
down from the 
presidency in 1939 and 
founded the Forward 
Bloc.‖ 

The UPSC question tested the political 
reasons behind the formation of the 
Forward Bloc in 1939. Similarity is low to 
moderate (40–50%) because the content 
covered Bose‘s resignation and formation 
of the Forward Bloc, but did not 
specifically discuss the role of Congress 
Left, Communists, or supporters of M.N. 
Roy and Jayaprakash Narayan. 

 
Q22.With reference to Madhav National Park, which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. It was declared a Tiger Reserve in India in 2025. 
2. Sakhya Sagar, which is designated as a Ramsar Site, is situated within this National Park.  
3. Its area is shared between Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.  

 
Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 

Test Name Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – ―India‘s 58thTiger 
Reserve: Madhav Tiger Reserve‖ 
 

Content covered the 
declaration of Madhav 
Tiger Reserve as 

The UPSC question tested factual 
knowledge about Madhav National 
Park and Tiger Reserve status. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/forward-bloc
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/forward-bloc
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/indias-58th-tiger-reserve-madhav-tiger-reserve-madhya-pradesh
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/indias-58th-tiger-reserve-madhav-tiger-reserve-madhya-pradesh
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India‘s 58th Tiger 
Reserve in 2025 and 
related conservation 
details. 

Similarity is low (30%) because 
Statement 1 was directly covered, but 
Ramsar Site linkage and state-sharing 
aspects were not comprehensively 
addressed. 

 
Q29.Which of the following statements with reference to Lake Turkana is/are correct? 

1. It is the largest desert lake in the world.  
2. The lake is situated in South Sudan along the eastern fringe of the Sahara desert.  
3. The lake is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is also referred to as the 'Jade Sea'.  

Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – UNESCO List of World Heritage Sites in 
Danger 
 

 

Content covered Lake 
Turkana National 
Parks as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 
Danger and mentioned 
threats linked to 
Ethiopia‘s dam 
projects. 

Similarity is 
moderate to high 
(50–60%) because 
the UPSC question 
directly used the 
UNESCO status of 
Lake Turkana. 

Daily Current Affairs – Nakura Dam / Kenya Geography 
 

Content covered 
Kenya‘s geography 
and specifically 
mentioned Lake 
Turkana as the world‘s 
largest permanent 
desert lake. 

Similarity is 
moderate to high 
(50–60%) because 
mentions Lake 
Turkana as the 
world‘s largest 
permanent desert 
lake. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/unesco-list-of-world-heritage-sites-in-danger
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/unesco-list-of-world-heritage-sites-in-danger
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/nakura-dam
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Q31.  Consider the following statements with reference to India’s response to climate change: 
I. India's Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) is a crucial tool for achieving net-zero 
emissions by 2070. 
II. India's 4th Biennial Update Report (BUR-4) submitted in December, 2024 recorded around 8% decrease in 
Greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 over 2019. 
III. Climate-resilient development necessarily depends on quick and short-term achievement of emission 
reduction targets. 
Which of the following relationships among the above statements is/are correct? 

1. Statement I is empirically supported by statement II.  
2. Statement III contradicts the approach implicit in statement I.  
3. Statement I and statement III together establish the premise of long-term sustainability.  

Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – India‘s 4th Biennial Update Report 
(BUR-4) 
 

 

Content covered 
India‘s greenhouse 
gas emissions profile, 
emission intensity 
reduction, NDC 
progress, and climate 
targets under the 
UNFCCC 
framework. 

Similarity is low to 
moderate (40–50%) 
because the UPSC 
question partially drew 
upon BUR-4 related 
climate reporting and 
emissions trends, but 
the analytical 
relationship-based 
framing was different. 

Daily Current Affairs – India‘s Long-Term Low Emission 
Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) 
 

Content covered 
United Nations 
Framework 
Convention on 
Climate Change 

Similarity is moderate 
(45–55%)because the 
long-term low-emission 
strategy and net-zero 
framework were 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/indias-emissions-inventory-efforts-at-mitigation
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/indias-emissions-inventory-efforts-at-mitigation
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/indias-long-term-low-emission-development-strategy
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/indias-long-term-low-emission-development-strategy
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commitments, LT-
LEDS, climate 
justice, and India‘s 
net-zero by 2070 
strategy. 

directly discussed, 
though the UPSC 
question required 
logical evaluation of 
inter-statement 
relationships rather 
than factual recall. 

 
Q32. With respect to the Western Hoolock Gibbons, which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. A Sanctuary in North-east India is home to this ape species listed as Endangered in the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List.  

2. They have specialized brachiation and can easily swing between trees.  
3. They possess a strong and heavy build like gorillas, yet are remarkably agile tree climbers.  

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Western Hoolock Gibbon 
 

 

Content covered 
Hollongapar 
Gibbon Sanctuary, 
arboreal lifestyle, 
brachiation, and 
IUCN status of the 
Western Hoolock 
Gibbon. 

Similarity is high (70–80%) 
because the UPSC 
question directly tested 
facts explicitly covered — 
Endangered status, 
sanctuary presence in 
Northeast India, and 
specialized brachiation. 
However, the gorilla-like 
build statement was not 
covered and served as the 
elimination point. 

 
Q33.Which of the following best explain(s) the rationale for protecting mangrove ecosystems in the context of 
climate resilience? 

1. Mangroves reduce tidal energy and store freshwater, making them ideal sites for paddy cultivation in 
saline estuarine belts.  

2. Their salt-sensitive roots filter seawater, making mangroves key to converting coastal land into 
freshwater aquaculture zones.  

3. By withstanding tidal surges and offering biomass resources, mangroves function both as natural bio-
shields and livelihood bases for rural communities.  

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/western-hoolock-gibbon-habitat-features-diet-iucn-status
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 Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Mangrove Ecosystem Features and 
Benefits 
 

 

Content covered 
mangroves as 
natural barriers 
against storm 
surges, coastline 
stabilizers, carbon 
sinks, and livelihood 
providers for coastal 
communities. 

Similarity is high 
(60–70%) because the 
UPSC question 
directly tested the 
climate resilience and 
livelihood functions 
of mangroves, 
especially their role 
as bio-shields and 
community resource 
bases.  

 
Q35. Identify the river of the Indian sub-continent on the basis of the following information: 

1. It has an antecedent drainage system.  
2. It flows through three countries.  
3. It originates in the Tibetan Plateau and is an important river for irrigation.  
4. It does not form distributaries.  

Select the answer from the following: 
(a) Brahmaputra 
(b) Indus 
(c) Sutlej 
(d) Teesta 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Sutlej River 
 

Content covered 
the Sutlej as an 
antecedent river 
originating near 
Lake Rakshastal in 
Tibet, flowing 
through Tibet, 
India, and 
Pakistan, and 
serving as a major 
irrigation river 
under the Indus 
basin system. 

Similarity is high 
(60–70%) because 
the UPSC question 
directly relied on 
key identifiers 
explicitly covered 
— antecedent 
drainage, Tibetan 
origin, multi-
country flow, and 
irrigation 
significance. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/mangroves
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/mangroves
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/satluj-river
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Q37. Which of the following statements with regard to the arrival of Amur Falcons at Doyang Lake in 
Nagaland each year from Mongolia is/are correct? 

1. It showcases how sustained local conservation efforts can contribute to the arrival and protection of 
international migratory birds.  

2. It reflects the global success of advanced tracking technologies that guide migratory birds back to their 
stopover sites.  

3. It confirms that Amur Falcons have adapted to permanent residency in India due to favourable habitat 
changes.  

Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Amur Falcon Migration and Conservation 
 

 

Content covered the 
annual stopover of 
Amur Falcons at 
Doyang Reservoir in 
Nagaland, local 
conservation efforts, 
anti-hunting 
campaigns, and 
community 
participation in 
protecting migratory 
birds. 

Similarity is high 
(60–70%) because 
the UPSC question 
directly tested the 
conservation-
success narrative 
associated with 
Amur Falcons in 
Nagaland.  

 
Q38. Which among the following is/are the objective(s) of the Rainfed Area Development (RAD) initiative 
under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)? 

1. Encouraging monoculture in rainfed areas  
2. Increasing rice cultivation in irrigated regions  
3. Enhancing productivity and minimising climatic risks through Integrated Farming Systems (IFS)  

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/amur-falcon-habitat-features-diet-iucn-status
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 (c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Climate Resilient Agriculture / NMSA 
 

 

Content covered the 
National Mission for 
Sustainable 
Agriculture and 
Rainfed Area 
Development (RAD) 
component promoting 
Integrated Farming 
Systems (IFS) for 
climate resilience and 
productivity 
enhancement. 

Similarity is high 
(60–70%) because 
the UPSC question 
directly tested the 
core objective of 
RAD under NMSA, 
especially Integrated 
Farming Systems 
and climate-risk 
minimisation. 

 
Q39.Which of the following is/are the most significant implication(s) of obtaining Oeko-Tex certification for 
Eri Silk in the global textile industry? 

1. It allows Indian exporters to compete in high-end markets that prioritise chemical-free products.  
2. It confirms that Eri Silk meets international safety, environmental, and quality standards, enabling its 

entry into premium eco-conscious markets.  
Select the answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Oeko-Tex 
Certification 
 

 

Content covered Oeko-Tex 
standards related to harmful 
substance testing, 
environmental 
responsibility, and global 
market acceptance for textile 
products. 

Similarity is high because the UPSC question 
directly tested the implications of Oeko-Tex 
certification for accessing premium eco-
conscious global markets and meeting 
international safety/environmental 
standards, both of which were explicitly 
covered. 

 
Q42. Which of the following statements in relation to NIRANTAR (National Institute for Research and 
Application of Natural Resources to Transform, Adapt and Build Resilience), a platform of institutions under 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, is/are correct ? 

1. Ecosystem Survey and Analysis is a vertical under this platform, the lead institute of which is Botanical 
Survey of India, Kolkata. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/why-does-india-need-climate-resilient-agriculture
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/eri-silk
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/eri-silk
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 2. Research and Management of Ecosystem Service is a vertical under this platform, the lead institute of 
which is Central Zoo Authority, New Delhi. 

3. Capacity Development Support is a vertical under this platform, the lead institute of which is Indian 
Institute of Forest Management, Bhopal. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 3 only 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – NIRANTAR 
 

 

Content covered the 
NIRANTAR 
platform, its 
verticals, and lead 
institutions such as 
BSI Kolkata, IIFM 
Bhopal, and 
NCSCM Chennai. 

Similarity is 
highbecause the UPSC 
question directly tested 
the matching of 
NIRANTAR verticals 
with their lead 
institutions, which was 
substantially covered in 
the source material.  

 
Q43. The Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany visited India in January, 2026. Which of the 
following is/are not correct in terms of outcomes of this visit? 

1. Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the All India Institute of Ayurveda and the 
University of Hamburg 

2. Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on Youth Hockey Development between Hockey India 
and the German Hockey Federation 

3. Establishment of a bilateral dialogue mechanism on the Indo-Pacific 
4. Opening of an Honorary Consul of Germany in Lucknow 

Select the answer using the code given below : 

(a) 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 4 
(c) 3 and 4 
(d) 1 only 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Germany Chancellor‘s Visit to India 
 

Content covered 
outcomes such as 
semiconductor 
partnership, Indo-
Pacific dialogue 
mechanism, 
renewable energy 
cooperation, and 
bilateral strategic 
initiatives during the 
German Chancellor‘s 
India visit. 

Similarity is 
moderate (50–
60%) because the 
UPSC question 
directly tested 
outcomes of the 
visit, especially 
the Indo-Pacific 
dialogue 
mechanism.  

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/nirantar-platform-explained
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-editorials/india-germany-relations-background-significance-challenges-way-forward
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Q49. Which of the following statements with regard to India's indigenous new high resolution weather 
model, the 'Bharat Forecast System,' is/are correct ? 

1. Its objective is to generate forecasts at the Panchayats cluster level. 
2. It was developed by IIT Delhi. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Daily Current Affairs – Bharat Forecast System 
 

 

Content covered the 
Bharat Forecast System 
developed by IITM Pune, 
its 6 km resolution 
forecasting capability, AI 
integration, and localized 
weather prediction 
objectives. 

Similarity is high because 
the UPSC question directly 
tested core factual aspects 
of the Bharat Forecast 
System, especially its 
localized forecasting 
objective and institutional 
origin. 

 
Q54. Which one of the following best describes the key objective of India's 'Open Network for Digital 
Commerce' (ONDC) initiative ? 
(a) To allow government control over all digital commerce transactions 
(b) To replace private e-commerce players 
(c) To break the dominance of large e-commerce platforms by enabling interoperability across networks 
(d) To mandate UPI-based payments for all online transactions 
 

Source Content Analysis 

Current Affairs Module on ONDC ―ONDC is often Similarity is high because the UPSC 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/bharat-forecasting-system
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/open-network-for-digital-commerce-ondc
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referred to as the UPI 
of e-commerce and 
aims to democratize 
digital commerce by 
moving from a 
platform-centric 
model to an open 
interoperable 
network.‖ 

question directly tested the core 
conceptual objective of Open 
Network for Digital Commerce — 
reducing dominance of large e-
commerce platforms through 
interoperability and open-network 
architecture. The framing, 
terminology (―interoperability‖, 
―platform-centric model‖), and 
objective closely mirror the source 
material. 

 
Q59. Which one of the following best describes the 'Crowding Out Effect' in the context of fiscal policy? 

(a) A situation where private investment increases due to increased Government spending 
(b) A situation where Government borrowing leads to higher interest rates, which reduces private investment 
(c) A situation where an increase in taxes leads to increased private sector investment 
(d) A situation where Government spending has no impact on aggregate demand 
 

Source Content Analysis 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/fiscal-deficit-15 
 

 

Crowding Out: Crowding 
Out Effect is an outcome of 
Fiscal Deficit. It refers to a 
condition when high 
government borrowings 
because of high fiscal deficit, 
decreases the availability of 
funds for private investors. 
This reduces overall 
investment in the economy. 

Similarity is 
high because 
the UPSC 
question 
directly 
tested the 
core concept. 

 
Q62. Which of the following statements about Crowdfunding is/are correct ? 

1. Crowdfunding is solicitation of funds from small amount from multiple investors through a web-based 
platform or networking site for a specific project. 

2. Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are able to raise funds at lower cost of capital without 
undergoing rigorous procedures. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 
 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/fiscal-deficit-15
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 Source Content Analysis 

Economy/Fintech Current Affairs Module 
 

 

Crowdfunding 
as an alternative 
financing 
mechanism for 
SMEs and 
startups 

Similarity is moderate to 
high (60%). The UPSC 
question directly tests the 
standard definition and 
utility of crowdfunding — 
raising small amounts from 
multiple investors through 
web-based platforms and 
enabling SMEs/startups to 
access finance with 
relatively lower procedural 
barriers. The source 
material already covered 
crowdfunding‘s 
mechanism, online-
platform nature, and ease of 
capital access, making the 
conceptual overlap 
substantial though the 
wording itself is not 
identical. 

 
Q69. Which of the following statements with regard to Black Boxes used in modern aircrafts is/are correct ? 

1. They carry a beacon emitting red light pulses to facilitate underwater detection. 
2. They record both the cockpit voice and flight data. 
3. Their memory units are made using either stainless steel or titanium. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/black-box 
 

Source Used Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/black-box 

 

Similarity is high.The uploaded 
material directly covers almost every 
element asked in UPSC Q69. It 
explicitly explains that a ―black box‖ 
consists of both the Flight Data 
Recorder (FDR) and Cockpit Voice 
Recorder (CVR), directly supporting 
Statement 2. It also clearly states that 
the Crash Survivable Memory Unit 
(CSMU) is made of stainless steel or 
titanium, directly matching Statement 3. 
Additionally, the notes mention an 
Underwater Locator Beacon (ULB) or 
―pinger‖ that emits signals underwater, 
which helps eliminate Statement 1 
because the beacon emits acoustic 
signals, not red light pulses. Thus, the 
conceptual and factual overlap with the 
UPSC question is almost direct. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/blogs/types-of-financing-in-economics
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/black-box
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 Q71. Consider the following statements with regard to involvement of private entities in India’s space 
programme : 

1. The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) is an autonomous agency 
formed to facilitate participation of private entities. 

2. Agnikul Cosmos launched the world‘s first flight using 3D-printed rocket engine. 
3. Skyroot Aerospace has developed liquid fuel for GSLV. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Source Used Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/private-players-
in-indian-space-sector 
 

 

Similarity is high. The uploaded notes 
explicitly list Agnikul Cosmos and Skyroot 
Aerospace under India‘s private space 
startups and separately explain the 
functions of IN-SPACe. The material 
directly builds the conceptual framework 
needed to solve the UPSC question. 
Statement 1 can be identified as correct 
directly from the notes, Statement 2 aligns 
with known current affairs repeatedly 
discussed in such modules, while Statement 
3 can be rejected because the notes only 
associate Skyroot with launch vehicles and 
associated technologies, not GSLV liquid 
propulsion systems.  

 
Q72. Which of the following statements with regard to drone swarms is/are correct ? 

1. They use Terahertz band of frequency to communicate with the command centre. 
2. Individual drones in the swarm can communicate with other drones in the swarm. 
3. GPS Spoofing is a commonly used technique to counter drone swarm attack. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Source  Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/swarm-drones 
 

The overlap with the UPSC question is substantial. The 
material directly covers swarm communication, 
decentralized control, collaborative functioning, and 
operational characteristics of drone swarms. While GPS 
spoofing is not explicitly stated in the notes, the 
technological framework provided makes the UPSC 
question highly approachable for a prepared student. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/private-players-in-indian-space-sector
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/private-players-in-indian-space-sector
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/swarm-drones
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/swarm-drones
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Q73. Which of the following statements with regard to GenomeIndia Project is/are correct ? 

1. It is a part of the Human Genome Project. 
2. The project is funded by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India. 
3. Its primary aim is to build a catalogue of genetic diversity of the Indian population. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Source  Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/genome-india-project 

 

Similarity is extremely high. The 
source directly states that the 
Genome India Project was initiated 
and funded by the Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT), Government of 
India, directly supporting Statement 
2. It also explicitly mentions that the 
project aims to build an exhaustive 
catalogue of genetic 
variations/genetic diversity of the 
Indian population, directly matching 
Statement 3. At the same time, the 
notes clarify that the project only 
takes inspiration from the Human 
Genome Project and is not a part of it, 
helping eliminate Statement 1. Thus, 
the overlap with the UPSC question is 
almost direct and conceptual 
preparation from the notes would 
make the question straightforward. 

 
Q81. Which of the following statements with regard to the persons with disabilities in India is/are correct ? 

1. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, an Act passed by the Parliament of India in 2018, mandates 
reservation in education and employment, places a legal duty on Governments to ensure accessibility 
and non-discrimination. 

2. The Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan focuses on achieving universal accessibility for Persons with Disabilities 
across three key domains — built infrastructure, transport systems and information and communication 
technology. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/genome-india-project
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 3. The National Divyangjan Finance and Development Corporation (NDFDC) is a public sector 
organisation set up by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs as a not-for-profit company to promote 
entrepreneurship among Persons with Disabilities (PwDs). 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 1 only 
 

Source Content Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/status-of-persons-
with-disabilities-pwds 
 

 
 

Content covering 
Sugamya Bharat 
Abhiyan, Rights 
of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 
NHFDC/NDFD
C and disability 
welfare schemes 

Similarity is high. The 
uploaded material 
directly covers almost 
every factual 
component asked in 
UPSC Q81. It explicitly 
explains that the 
Accessible India 
Campaign (Sugamya 
Bharat Abhiyan) 
focuses on accessibility 
in the built 
environment, transport 
systems, and 
information & 
communication 
ecosystem, directly 
matching Statement 2. 
The notes also discuss 
the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities Act, 
2016 (not 2018), 
reservations in 
education/employment
, and accessibility 
obligations, which 
helps eliminate 
Statement 1 because of 
the incorrect year. 
Further, the material 
clearly states that the 
National Handicapped 
Finance and 
Development 
Corporation/National 
Divyangjan Finance 
and Development 
Corporation functions 
under the Department 
of Empowerment of 
Persons with 
Disabilities under the 
Ministry of Social 
Justice & 
Empowerment, not the 
Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs, helping 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/status-of-persons-with-disabilities-pwds
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/status-of-persons-with-disabilities-pwds
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 eliminate Statement 3. 
Thus, the factual 
overlap with the UPSC 
question is very direct. 

This question tests parliamentary procedures regarding which questions require oral vs. written answers and 
whether supplementary questions can follow. This was directly tested in NISCHAY 10 (Q53) 
 
Q85. Consider the following statements about Mission Sudarshan Chakra of India : 

1. It aims to enhance India‘s air defence, ballistic missile defence and aerial offensive capabilities. 
2. This Mission is being designed to enhance rapid, precise, and powerful defence response, reinforcing 

India‘s strategic autonomy. 
3. One of the aims of this Mission is to cover all public places of India by an expanded nationwide security 

shield by 2035. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1 only 
 

Source Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/mission-
sudarshan-chakra-strengthening-air-defence 
 

 

Similarity is high. The uploaded material almost 
directly mirrors the UPSC question. It explicitly 
states that Mission Sudarshan Chakra aims to build 
a multi-layered indigenous air defence network 
with offensive integration, counter-strike 
capabilities, anti-drone systems, and missile defence 
infrastructure, directly supporting Statements 1 and 
2. The notes also repeatedly emphasize rapid 
response, strategic deterrence, indigenous 
capability, and strategic autonomy. Additionally, 
the source mentions protection of strategic and 
civilian assets such as hospitals, railways, and 
religious sites with phased nationwide integration 
by 2035, which closely resembles Statement 3. The 
UPSC question is essentially a condensed 
statement-based extraction from the same factual 
framework covered in the source. 

 
Q91. Which of the following connectivity projects is/are a part of cooperation between India and the ASEAN 
member countries ? 

1. Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project 
2. IMT Trilateral Highway 
3. Agartala-Akhaura Rail Line 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 2 only 
 

Test Name Question Analysis 

PRELIMS 
MIRROR 3 

Q72. Which of the 
following correctly 

The PRELIMS MIRROR question directly tested the exact route 
sequencing of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project — 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/mission-sudarshan-chakra-strengthening-air-defence
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/mission-sudarshan-chakra-strengthening-air-defence
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 represents the route of the 
Kaladan Multimodal 
Transit Transport Project? 

Kolkata → Sittwe → Paletwa → Lawngtlai — which is one of the 
most important connectivity projects linking India and Myanmar. 
The UPSC question similarly focused on regional connectivity 
initiatives involving neighbouring countries and strategic transport 
corridors. The conceptual overlap in infrastructure diplomacy, 
multimodal transit connectivity, and India‘s Act East policy 
framework is almost direct. 

 

Source Used Analysis 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/agartala-akhaura-rail-line-project  

The source discusses cross-border connectivity infrastructure 
between India and Bangladesh, emphasizing regional integration, 
trade facilitation, and strategic connectivity in South Asia. This 
strongly overlaps with the UPSC theme of India-supported regional 
transport and connectivity projects. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/india-myanmar-thailand-
trilateral-highway  

The source directly explains India‘s major regional connectivity 
initiatives under the Act East Policy, including the India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway and references to the Kaladan Multi-
Modal Transit Transport Project. The geographical route logic, 
strategic connectivity rationale, and multimodal transport concepts 
substantially overlap with the UPSC question framework. 

 
Q92. Match List I with List II and select the answer using the code given below the Lists : 

List I (Project Supported by India) List II (Country) 

A. Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project 1. Maldives 

B. Restoration of Stor Palace 2. Afghanistan 

C. District Hospital at Dickoya 3. Bhutan 

D. Institute of Security and Law Enforcement Studies 4. Sri Lanka 

Code : 

 A B C D 

(a) 1 4 2 3 

(b) 3 2 4 1 

(c) 3 4 2 1 

(d) 1 2 4 3 

 

Source Used Analysis 

https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/mangdechhu-
project  

Similarity is high. The source directly discusses the 
Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project as an India-supported 
project in Bhutan, which directly matches one of the pairs in 
the UPSC question. It also reinforces the broader theme of 
India-assisted developmental and strategic infrastructure 
projects in neighbouring countries, which is the exact 
framework used in the matching question. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/afghanistan-rebuilding  

Similarity is high. The source explicitly covers India‘s 
developmental assistance in Afghanistan, including 
restoration and cultural heritage projects such as Stor Palace. 
This directly helps identify the correct Afghanistan pairing in 
the UPSC match-the-following question. The question itself 
largely draws from India‘s neighbourhood development 
partnership themes repeatedly emphasized in the source 
material. 

 
Q93. Which of the following items of defence hardware is/are manufactured in India ? 

1. Su-30 MKI Fighter Jets 
2. T-90 MK-III Tanks 
3. Akula Class Submarine 

Select the answer using the code given below : 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/agartala-akhaura-rail-line-project
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/agartala-akhaura-rail-line-project
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/india-myanmar-thailand-trilateral-highway
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/india-myanmar-thailand-trilateral-highway
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/india-myanmar-thailand-trilateral-highway
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/mangdechhu-project
https://www.iasgyan.in/tag/mangdechhu-project
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/afghanistan-rebuilding
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/afghanistan-rebuilding
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 (a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 2 only 
 

Source Used Analysis 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/weapons-in-news-dragon-
drones-t90-bhishma-tank  

Similarity is high. The source directly discusses the T-90 Bhishma 
tanks, including their licensed production and assembly in India 
through Heavy Vehicles Factory, Avadi. This directly supports 
Statement 2 of the UPSC question regarding indigenous 
manufacture/production of T-90 variants in India. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/su-30-mki 

Similarity is high. The source explicitly explains that Su-30 MKI 
fighter jets are manufactured in India by Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) under license production arrangements with Russia. 
This directly corresponds to Statement 1 in the UPSC question. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-
affairs/india-russia-defence-relations  

Similarity is high. The source broadly covers India-Russia defence 
cooperation including Su-30 MKI aircraft, T-90 tanks, submarines, 
and defence technology transfer. It helps distinguish between 
systems manufactured in India and those merely leased or imported, 
especially relevant for the Akula-class submarine, which India 
operates through leasing arrangements rather than domestic 
manufacturing. 

 
Q95. Consider the following UN organisations/agencies : 

1. World Food Programme 
2. United Nations Children‘s Fund 
3. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
4. International Labour Organisation 

How many of the above has/have been awarded the Nobel Prize twice ? 
(a) 1 
(b) 2 
(c) 3 
(d) 4 
 

Source  Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/nobel-foundation 
 
https://www.iasgyan.in/ig-
uploads/pdf/THE_NOBEL_PRIZES.pdf 
 

Similarity is high. The question can be 
directly solved using the information given 
in the source. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/weapons-in-news-dragon-drones-t90-bhishma-tank
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/weapons-in-news-dragon-drones-t90-bhishma-tank
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/weapons-in-news-dragon-drones-t90-bhishma-tank
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/su-30-mki
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/su-30-mki
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/india-russia-defence-relations
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/india-russia-defence-relations
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/nobel-foundation
https://www.iasgyan.in/ig-uploads/pdf/THE_NOBEL_PRIZES.pdf
https://www.iasgyan.in/ig-uploads/pdf/THE_NOBEL_PRIZES.pdf


©APTIPLUSACADEMYFORCIVILSERVICESPVT.LTD. Page-36 

 

 

UPSC CSE PRELIMS 2026 REFLECTIONS 
 

 

 
 

 
Q99. Which of the following statements with respect to the Revamped Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 
(RGSA) is/are correct ? 

1. The period of its implementation is 1st April, 2021 to 31st March, 2026. 
2. The key objective of the Revamped RGSA is to develop the governance capabilities of the Panchayati Raj 

Institutions to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals. 
3. The share of the Central funding for the Revamped RGSA is 100% for all States and Union Territories. 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 2 and 3 
 

Source  Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/rashtriya-gram-swaraj-
abhiyan-27 

Similarity is high. The source directly 
covers almost every factual component 
used in the UPSC question. It explicitly 
mentions the implementation period of 
RGSA, its objective of strengthening 
Panchayati Raj Institutions to achieve 
Sustainable Development Goals, and 
its governance-capacity focus for rural 
local bodies. The notes also discuss the 
centrally sponsored nature of the 
scheme, which helps evaluate the 
funding-related statement. UPSC 
essentially converted the same scheme 
details into a three-statement 
elimination-based prelims question 
with nearly direct factual overlap. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/rashtriya-gram-swaraj-abhiyan-27
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/rashtriya-gram-swaraj-abhiyan-27
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Q100. Which of the following countries are members of the European Union ? 

1. Belarus 
2. Poland 
3. Germany 
4. Switzerland 

Select the answer using the code given below : 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 
(b) 1 and 4 only 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 2 and 4 only 
 

Source  Analysis 

 
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/european-
union 

Similarity is high. The question can be directly 
solved using the map given in the source. 

https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/european-union
https://www.iasgyan.in/daily-current-affairs/european-union
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